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Former MP
and veteran
journalist

H.K. Dua dead

T
NEW DELHI

H.K. Dua, former editor of
three leading national dai-
lies and Rajya Sabha mem-
ber, passed away on Wed-
nesday after a brief period
of illness. He was 88.

The veteran journalist
breathed his last at a priv-
ate hospital where he had
been undergoing treat-
ment for the past three
weeks. The cremation will
take place at the Lodhi
Road crematorium on
Thursday.

Apart from the distinc-
tion of serving as the Edi-
tor of The Hindustan Times
(1987-94), and Editor-in-
Chief of The Indian Express
(1994-96) and The Tribune
(2003-09), he also worked
as the media adviser to two
former Prime Ministers,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
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O5Mar. Former MP and veteran journalist H.K. Dua dead
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e H.K. Dua, former editor of three leading national dailies and Rajya Sabha
member, passed away on Wednesday after a brief period of iliness.
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e The veteran journalist breathed his last at a private hospital where he had been
undergoing treatment for the past three weeks.
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e The cremation will take place at the Lodhi Road crematorium on Thursday.
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e Apart from the distinction of serving as the Editor of The Hindustan Times
(1987-94), and Editor-in-Chief of The Indian Express (1994-96) and The Tribune (2003-
09), he also worked as the media adviser to two former Prime Ministers, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and H.D. Deve Gowda.
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UK. museum returns 16™ century
bronze statue to Indian government

R. Sirfaiish
CHENNAI

The Ashmolean Museum
in Oxford, England, has re-
turned a 16% century
bronze statue of Saint Thi-
rumangai Alvar to the Go-
vernment of India, follow-
ing a detailed provenance
research and liaison with
Indian authorities.

The handover was
marked at a ceremony at
the High Commission of In-
dia in London on Tuesday.
Ashmolean director Xa
Sturgis and professor Malli-
ca Kumbera Landrus, head
of the museum’s Depart-
ment of Eastern Art, were
present.

In a statement, Mr. Stur-
gis said: “The Ashmolean
is pleased to see this im-
portant object returned to
India, and we are grateful
to the Indian authorities

The statue was handed over to
the High Commission of India
in London. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

and scholars who have
helped establish its prove-
nance. The Museum and
the University of Oxford
are committed to ethical
collection practices and
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continued research into
our collections, their ori-
gins and their history.”

A High Commission spo-
kesperson thanked the mu-
seum for its decision to re-
turn the bronze icon to its
original place of worship -
the Sundararaja Perumal
temple in Thanjavur dis-
trict in Tamil Nadu. The
spokesperson  described
the move as “not merely
the restoration of an object
of art, but the reunification
of an icon of faith with its
intended shrine, restoring
memory, and enabling cul-
tural continuity™.

Acquired in 1967

The Ashmolean acquired
the statue in 1967. Accord-
ing to the Sotheby’s cata-
logue, the bronze was sold
by private collector J.R.
Belmont (1886-1981),
though no information is

available on how it entered
his collection. In Novem-
ber 2019, an independent
French scholar alerted the
museum to research link-
ing the bronze to a 1957
photograph taken at the
Shri Sundararaja Perumal
Temple. The image was in
the archives of the Institut
Francais de Pondichéry
and the Ecole francaise
d’Extréme-Orient. The
scholar identified the
bronze as one of several
objects in collections in Eu-
rope and the United States
recorded in the archives.

On February 11, 2020, a
temple executive officer
filed a police report noting
that a modern replica had
replaced the original
bronze. The Indian High
Commissioner then made
a formal claim for the re-
turn of the bronze statue
on March 3, 2020.
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e The Ashmolean
Museum in Oxford,
England, has returned a
16th century bronze
statue of Saint
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provenance research and
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e The handover was marked at a ceremony at the High Commission of Indiain London on
Tuesday.
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T

e Ashmolean director Xa Sturgis and professor Mallica Kumbera Landrus, head of the
museum’s Department of Eastern Art, were present.
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e |n a statement, Mr. Sturgis said: “The Ashmolean is pleased to see this important object
returned to India, and we are grateful to the Indian authorities and scholars who have
helped establish its provenance.
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e The Museum and the University of Oxford are committed to ethical collection practices
and continued research into our collections, their origins and their history.”
HUGTY 3R ifeawis fayfemey Afas g yusii 3R 3um WU, S9! It aul
gfae W AR iy & ufd ufdeg &1

e A High Commission spokesperson thanked the museum for its decision to return the
bronze icon to its original place of worship — the Sundararaja Perumal temple in Thanjavur
district in Tamil Nadu.
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e The spokesperson described the move as “not merely the restoration of an object of art, but
the reunification of an icon of faith with its intended shrine, restoring memory, and
enabling cultural continuity”.
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Acquired in 1967

1967 ® SRRIfRd

e The Ashmolean acquired the statue in 1967.
TRHITA A 59 Ui &1 1967 H U foban AT

e According to the Sotheby’s catalogue, the bronze was sold by private collector J.R.
Belmont (1886-1981), though no information is available on how it entered his collection.
WY FearT & IR I8 I i1 (o YIRS o 3R, Jewie (1886-1981) GRT 5 T8
of, BT T8 THPRI Suas 51 & S T8 I7b! ¥Ug H o ugdl|

e In November 2019, an independent French scholar alerted the museum to research linking
the bronze to a 1957 photograph taken at the Shri Sundararaja Perumal Temple.
TdER 2019 T U Wad Wil fag 2 SUgTad &1 39 =My & IR § Jord foar o 39
FHieg ufawr &1 o Jearen twud wfex I o 78 1957 B T awR J SiS0

e The image was in the archives of the Institut Francais de Pondichéry and the Ecole
francaise d’Extréme-Orient.
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I

e The scholar identified the bronze as one of several objects in collections in Europe and the
United States recorded in the archives.

fagT = 39 iy ufaw &1 sifieral & ool QR IR Ty T ket & WUg! & Hivg &3
qEg3fi ¥ 9 TH & U § ygar|

e On February 11, 2020, a temple executive officer filed a police report noting that a
modern replica had replaced the original bronze.
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e The Indian High Commissioner then made a formal claim for the return of the bronze
statue on March 3, 2020.
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Lutyens and the politics of symbolism

n February 23, Edwin

Lutyens’s bust was

removed as part of the

government’s ongoing
decolonisation drive. In its place
now stands the bust of C.
Rajagopalachari, the first Indian
Governor-General of independent
India. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi framed the move as an act of
“leaving behind symbols of
slavery,” while the Opposition,
predictably, criticised it in familiar
and unimaginative terms. This is
not the first time a statue — or in
this case, a bust— has been taken
down. Such acts are attempts to
wreak vengeance on the past and
rewrite the future.

There is no need to shed tears
for Lutyens or what he
represented. He is perhaps the
only architect in modern history
whose name has, for nearly a
century, been synonymous with
an entire city. Pierre Charles
L’Enfant, who designed
Washington D.C., has a handful of
city landmarks named after him,
such as a plaza, a metro station
and promenades, in the city he
shaped. His name as the city’s
architect was erased and
resurrected only a century later.
Today he lies buried in the
Arlington cemetery overlooking
the city, where he was interred 84
years after his death. Walter
Burley Griffin, the Chicago
architect who planned Canberra
has a lake and a 276-km road
named for him, but not a city.

The move to India

Lutyens was an ambitious man. At
19, with little architectural
training, he struck out on his own.
He was convinced of his talent; he
was also aided by his social
connections. His wife, Lady Emily,
was the daughter of the Earl of
Lytton, the former Viceroy of
India. Lutyens had to turn to India
because England was changing; an
assertive middle class was
elbowing the aristocracy out of
power. High taxes on the wealthy
introduced in 1909 meant fewer
and fewer country houses to
build. However, he hated India

Sobhana K. Nair

Lutyens
ultimately
secured
near-exclusive
credit for the
city’s design not
just because he
was talented,
but because he
was an
exceptional
public-relations
strategist

and was uncharitable towards
Indians. An unrepentant racist, he
wrote to his wife Emily: “The Taj
by moonlight becomes so bald and
indefinite... It is wonderful but it is
not architecture, and its beauty
begins where architecture ceases
to be.” This was hardly an isolated
remark. In another letter, Lutyens
complaining about the ineptitude
of Indian craftsmen, wrote
mockingly, “... It will be difficult to
find the men — Government ought
to breed them! A job for the
Eugenic societies!”

The Lutyens legacy
Lutyens was one of a
three-member committee sent
from London to select the site for
New Delhi and later design it.
When he arrived in Delhi, he had
no experience in town planning.
He was, fundamentally, a
country-house architect who rose
to prominence partly through
brilliance and partly through
influential social connections. He
was not the sole architect of the
capital; he shared responsibility
with his friend-turned-rival
Herbert Baker. He did not design
the bungalows currently occupied
by Parliamentarians that bear his
name. Lord Hardinge, who spent
months negotiating with Lutyens
and the London bureaucracy on
Delhi’s design, has been erased
from the city — Hardinge Avenue
became Tilak Marg in the 1960s.
Lutyens ultimately secured
near-exclusive credit for the city’s
design not just because he was
talented, but because he was an
exceptional public-relations
strategist. His friendship with the
publisher of Country Life, a
magazine devoted to English
architectural beauty, ensured that
nearly every house he designed
received glowing coverage. Robert
Byron’s effusive praise of the
Viceroy’s House (now Rashtrapati
Bhavan) in the 1931 Architectural
Review further elevated his
standing, even as Byron dismissed
buildings such as the Parliament
House, designed by Baker. But,
there is no denying Lutyens’s
brilliance: he completed roughly

800 projects, an enviable body of
work in both scale and variety.

Political jousting

It is unlikely that the government
went into such minutiae before
deciding to remove his bust. In the
last century, his name has
transitioned from an adjective toa
pejorative. Any English-speaking
liberal elite who benefitted from
the old order is marked as
‘Lutyens Elite’. Removing the
Lutyens bust is also a measure of
shadow-boxing with this elite. The
decision to put Rajagopalachari’s
bust in his place is politically
expedient for the ruling party in
view of the upcoming Tamil Nadu
Assembly polls, especially when it
is supplemented by the narrative
that Rajaji had been ignored by the
previous Congress governments.

Our pugilistic public discourse,
of course, demands that we pick a
side. The Opposition’s response
here was banal —lamenting that
“whatever is left of Lutyens’
design history will be broken
down” and folded into a narrative
of purging colonial remnants.

Yes, preserving history matters.
Successive governments have had
a shameful track record with
preserving history. Whatever
monuments remain, often exist
without any context. For the
British did not build New Delhi out
of generosity. They shifted the
capital from Calcutta to
consolidate the new King’s
authority and manage the political
fallout from the partition of
Bengal. Similarly, the Narendra
Modi government did not begin
redeveloping New Delhi during
the COVID pandemic because
there was a pressing urban need.
Both the British and the Modi
government were driven by the
same impulse: to stamp their
imprint on the city. Thus, the
government’s “decolonisation”
effort is less about historical
justice and more about shaping
headlines. And that, ultimately, is
the real story here — not Lutyens,
but the politics of symbolism.

P

sobh k.nair co.in
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O5Mar. Lutyens and the politics of symbolism
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On February 23, Edwin Lutyens’s bust was removed as part of the government’s ongoing
decolonisation drive.

23 BRAX! B WBHR DI SR} [SHIAHAZIRA gig¥W & dgd TS giedd o1 ufaur @) o
gel faar

In its place now stands the bust of C. Rajagopalachari, the first Indian Governor-General
of independent India.

I T8 31F AW, ISFTATaRt S UfaHr Rfid 8, S Wad YRd & Ugd YRR Ta+R-
T RA Y|

Prime Minister Narendra Modi framed the move as an act of “leaving behind symbols of
slavery.”

YT T Wi 3 39 Hed &1 “Tardt & gl o 78 Sls” & T § Ugd foar|

The Opposition criticised the move in predictable terms.

faues 3 39 e o uRfra SR srgwfaa reat o seieT o1

This is not the first time a statue or bust has been taken down.

Ig Ugal aR el ¢ b frht wfem a1 sRe &1 geran T 8

Such acts are attempts to wreak vengeance on the past and rewrite the future.

T By cfid T wfamity a1 3R Hfaw #) gHaRad $39 & TN 81d 8

There is no need to shed tears for Lutyens or what he represented.

Gl a1 37 UliahTers HEd & T offg 98T &1 Siaadhdl el g

He is perhaps the only architect in modern history whose name became synonymous with
an entire city for nearly a century.

I8 We NYfIP 3T & THHE aRg®R § 6T A1 Ty U |dt a6 IR e & 1Y
ST XET!

Pierre Charles L’Enfant, who designed Washington D.C., has only a few landmarks
named after him.

o aredt @i, SR a1flivreT St &1 feomeA fan, 39% 1 R $9d 38 Ra ¢
These include a plaza, a metro station, and promenades in the city.

T U WITSlT, U Al R 3R $o WAAS Wi B

His recognition as the city’s architect was erased and only resurrected a century later.
R & IRGPR $ U § 0! Uga et &1 72 off iR v udY a1g g Ri1fid g5

Today he lies buried in Arlington Cemetery, overlooking the city.

31T I SMTeFTe SIS & g 8, W8T ¥ TR fe@rE Sar gl

He was interred there 84 years after his death.

3 d61 §og & 84 Y qI¢ GH-T T

Walter Burley Griffin, the Chicago architect who planned Canberra, has a lake and a 276-
km road named after him.

qree? gaf RIfpa, el $aRT St OIS 9973, 3% 19 IR TS 3 3R 276 fHt @t
TS ¢

But no city bears his name.

Afp Pt 7GR BT 719 I 910 W T 71

The move to India

YRA F1 3R @

Lutyens was an ambitious man.
gfeds us Hgarwial aafad U
At 19, with little architectural training, he started working independently.

19 99 &1 31 H, Igd HH ARG AT UIRAEUT B 1Y, I5H WA U Y 1 E T
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He was convinced of his talent and supported by social connections.

I MO FfaHT TR Ay o1 SiR I AraTiore et &1 TRt e

His wife Lady Emily was the daughter of the Earl of Lytton, the former Viceroy of India.
JD! Ut Ast itrelt aref 8ifw fore=t &t 9t ff, S WRa & gd IR 3|

Lutyens turned to India because England was changing.

gfedd 7 YRa &1 3R ¥9 a1 Fifs S7a's Taa TaT UT!

An assertive middle class was pushing the aristocracy out of power.

T IHRAT 3T Head it ST vt ot T § 18R HR & T

High taxes on the wealthy introduced in 1909 reduced the demand for country houses.
1909 ® SRFRY UR WY 7Y I B & HRUT ANHI0T gaferat o Fufor &1 A %4 g1 75|
However, Lutyens disliked India and was often uncharitable toward Indians.

BTaifeh Gl B URd THg g 4T 3R 9 3R URdIG! & ufd H3R fewfry oxa 2|
An unrepentant racist, he wrote to his wife Emily criticising the Taj Mahal.

U PER AXAAIGt &b U T I5i- 37U Uell Tl Bl ford O T ATordgd &1 STara- di|
He wrote that “The Taj by moonlight becomes so bald and indefinite... It is wonderful
but it is not architecture.”

I foran & “afeeit § 9191 31T 3RUY §) AT 7.... I8 3IGYd & AfPp- argwar gt g1”
This remark was not an isolated statement.

g fewoft ®1E srent e 76T R

In another letter, he mocked the ineptitude of Indian craftsmen.

TS 30 0 § I URATT PRERI B SA&HAT BT AAH IS

He sarcastically suggested the government should “breed them” as a task for Eugenic
societies.
B@ﬁwgwmé%@%mﬁs%“mmw"ﬁ%%qﬁmm
P HIH Bl

The Lutyens legacy

qgfedd &t favraa

Lutyens was part of a three-member committee sent from London to select the site for
New Delhi.

qfedw dea @ A6 7€ A vy wfAfa &1 feww 3, e sew 78 fiweh & fw =M
T T

Later he was involved in designing the city.

§Ie ¥ 9 28R & feumsa o off wnfia gul

When he arrived in Delhi, he had no experience in town planning.

9 J feeedt oy, 98 3% TR e &1 ®ig srgya T8 Tl

He was essentially a country-house architect who rose to prominence partly through
brilliance and partly through social connections.

98 d = I ynftor gaferal & arger 3, fSein e & 3 ufaur ok sl w0 @
TS HUDT & HRU TRITG U Bt |

He was not the sole architect of the capital.

I8 IS & UHHTH IRGPR el 31

He shared responsibility with Herbert Baker, his friend-turned-rival.

Io ForeR oo i & wfagdl a7 g doe & Ay A= 1|

He did not design the bungalows occupied by Parliamentarians that are often associated
with his name.

IEH 3 S e 1Y fpg oM orer Tivg T8a & 3R O SRR 9% 11 A SIS 1 §
Lord Hardinge, who negotiated Delhi’s design with Lutyens and the London bureaucracy,
has largely been erased from the city’s memory.

qls e, forgia gfedd 3R dg U= & 1Y et 3t o1 W Sradid &t &, 38 TTH
e} F Jfa & frer faar man @1

Hardinge Avenue was renamed Tilak Marg in the 1960s.

A=Y $T A1 1960 & P T IGaDH: faad ANl H: faa1 T
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Political jousting
chRId

e Lutyens ultimately secured near-exclusive credit for the city’s design not just because he
was talented, but because he was an exceptional public-relations strategist.
Gledw oI 3idd: R & FEATT BT T TR 9T ohad 39T ol Tl Hifd I8 WiTHIRIer o,
Fich gafare o Fifeh 9 e STYRUT SHRIUS FUFIAIPR |

e His friendship with the publisher of Country Life, a magazine devoted to English
architectural beauty, ensured that nearly every house he designed received glowing
coverage.

HE AGE & USRS & 1Y I7D! T, 5l Sl aRgH el B edl D! IHid Uh IADT
%ﬂ’s’gﬁ@ﬂ@?ﬁzﬁ%mm%ﬁﬁ T 71T ST &R TR T IS R 3R et
|

¢ Robert Byron’s effusive praise of the Viceroy’s House (now Rashtrapati Bhavan) in the
1931 Architectural Review further elevated his standing, even as Byron dismissed buildings
such as the Parliament House, designed by Baker.

< ITRA gRT ATIIRT B89 (3§ YGH) $I 1931 T aRgH AT THIET T DI TS5
Safiies U= A 3! UfanT B 3R T fearn, Safe I g7 IR 3 9 gRI fEusd &t 18
AR O WG Ha &I TN A3 e

e But, there is no denying Lutyens’s brilliance: he completed roughly 800 projects, an
enviable body of work in both scale and variety.

nga B ufaduT I 3THR 81 7501 S FoHdn: I%1H ATHT 800 UGG O T, St

YA 3R fafaear S & srdfd guTaRTe S HT IaTerv § |

e |tis unlikely that the government went into such minutiae before deciding to remove his
bust.
gg YHd gl Il fob RPR A 371 UfadT &1 g &1 (U o1 T Ugdl a1 ggH faawon o
faar faar g

e Inthe last century, his name has transitioned from an adjective to a pejorative.
et Tt & I 19 T fIRIvr I seaas U6 AeRIES 3 ard vsg & ufkafid g1 mn gl

e Any English-speaking liberal elite who benefitted from the old order is marked as ‘Lutyens
Elite’.
DIs 1t RIeht die aTeT SeRaTd! SfieTTa ot o R suaT I A1y IorT, 39 gfedd
Tdle & wu # fufgd far smar g1

¢ Removing the Lutyens bust is also a measure of shadow-boxing with this elite.
Wﬁuﬁmﬁmw#mﬁ%wuwwaﬁmmm%ﬂg

I

e The decision to put Rajagopalachari’s bust in his place is politically expedient for the ruling
party in view of the upcoming Tamil Nadu Assembly polls, especially when it is
supplemented by the narrative that Rajaji had been ignored by the previous Congress
governments.

D! ST ST Bt UferdT T &1 Fufg st aftremrg faem=raun gamat & gad
HAREE G & o IS w0 4 USRI 5, [IRITHR 79 3 395 1Y T8 BT el Sl
o ITeITolt 1 gd & ST TRBRI A ToR3fars fasar o1
e Our pugilistic public discourse, of course, demands that we pick a side.
e q59 3T U J g9 I8 A H § [ oH [Pl TP ual o1
T DR
e The Opposition’s response here was banal —lamenting that “whatever is left of Lutyens’
design history will be broken down” and folded into a narrative of purging colonial
remnants.

Tg! faues o1 ufafsar TeRo R — 98 $8d gU & giedw ot agean farvwad &1 3 o off
1§, I IS fear S 3R 39 SiufafRie Sraxivl &1 ge™ & Hart § wfid & four
ST

e Yes, preserving history matters.

&1, 3T & W B Heaqul B
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e Successive governments have had a shameful track record with preserving history.
TR 3T a7l FRPRI BT SIagTH HIEU & A H Repls WH-TH T8l

¢ Whatever monuments remain, often exist without any context.
S off WIR® 99 §, 3 s st Wy <igd & fomr € Hiee €

e For the British did not build New Delhi out of generosity.
fafe=it 3 =% faeelt o1 Fmior et SeRar & SR e fovar 1)

e They shifted the capital from Calcutta to consolidate the new King’s authority and manage
the political fallout from the partition of Bengal.

IR YT Bt Headwl A RATAN fHaT AT T AT BT T 6! HolGd (641 o T 3R
T & faUTe § I IeHae aHTal @ Fafd foear o 9o |

e Similarly, the Narendra Modi government did not begin redeveloping New Delhi during the
COVID pandemic because there was a pressing urban need.
4 UBR g A PR 7 BIfas TR & SR 713 feeeh & gAfdd™ oF goana foh
DTS G ATIIHAT &b BRI gl Pt & |

e Both the British and the Modi government were driven by the same impulse: to stamp
their imprint on the city.
fafewr ofR A1t PR 3 &1 T 3 IRom I Tenferd U: 2ER WX S(U-t By BrSAT|

e Thus, the government’s “decolonisation” effort is less about historical justice and more
about shaping headlines.

Y UHR WHR &1 Suf-azrare I gfea &1 var AaeiRie < I w49 ik gurerR giEar
T ¥ 3% ST g Bl
e And that, ultimately, is the real story here — not Lutyens, but the politics of symbolism.

R 3fa: Te TeT Y AR BEHT & — GG T, Sfeh TP ST |

Questions and Answers to the préyious day’s daily
quiz: 1. Holi celebrates the arrival of which season in
India? Ans: Spring

2. Holi commemorates the victory of Vishnu as
Narasimha over which demon king from mythology?
Ans: Hiranyakashipu

3. This festival, related to Holi, is a Hindu swing festival
celebrated during this time, especially in Assam, Odisha,

O5Mar. QUIZ: Holi celebrates the arrival of which
season in India?

Answer: Spring

Guijarat and Bengal. Ans: Dol Purnima

4. This community started celebrating the festival, at
least through the 19th century, with its historic texts
referring to it as Hola. It is also called Hola Mohalla. To
which religious community is this significant to? Ans:
Sikhs

5. This is a national holiday in this country, where it is
called the Phagwa festival. The capital of this country is
Paramaribo. Name the country. Ans: Suriname

Visual: The night before Holi, bonfires are litin a
ceremony. ldentify this celebration. Ans: Holika Dahan
Early Birds: C. Saravanan | Barnali Biswas | Tito
Shiladitya | Sukdev Shet | Parimal Das

1. Holi as a Festival of Spring

e Holi is a major Hindu festival celebrated across India and
marks the arrival of the spring season.

e Itusually falls in February—March on the full moon day of
the Hindu lunar month Phalguna.

e The festival symbolizes the end of winter and the
beginning of spring, a period associated with renewal, fertility,
and agricultural prosperity.

¢ With blooming flowers and pleasant weather, Holi
represents nature’s rejuvenation and new beginnings.

2. Cultural and Agricultural Significance

¢ In traditional Indian society, Holi coincides with the Rabi crop harvest period, making it an
important agrarian celebration. Farmers celebrate the abundance of crops such as wheat and
barley and pray for prosperity.

e The festival’s vibrant colors reflect the colors of spring flowers like palash and marigold,
symbolizing joy, vitality, and the renewal of life.

e Hence, Holi also represents gratitude for nature and agricultural success.

3. Symbolism of Seasonal Transition

e Holi marks the transition from winter to spring, a time when days become warmer and
nature awakens after the cold season.
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e The festival begins with Holika Dahan, a ritual bonfire that symbolically burns away
negativity and winter’s hardships.

e The following day, people celebrate with colored powders, music, and festivities, expressing
happiness for the arrival of a fresh season filled with hope and harmony.

4., Social and Cultural Renewal

e Beyond seasonal change, Holi also signifies social renewal and unity.

e  People forget past conflicts, forgive one another, and strengthen relationships. Communities
gather to celebrate together through colors, dance, and traditional foods.

e  Thus, Holi represents both the arrival of spring and the beginning of a new social and
emotional cycle, reflecting optimism, harmony, and togetherness in Indian culture.

Holi commemorates the victory of Vishnu as Narasimha over which demon
king from mythology?

Answer: Hiranyakashipu
1. Mythological Background of the Story

e The festival of Holi is associated with the mythological story of Hiranyakashipu, a powerful
demon king mentioned in Hindu scriptures such as the Bhagavata Purana and Vishnu
Purana.

¢ Hiranyakashipu obtained a boon that made him nearly invincible and demanded that
everyone worship him as a god. However, his son Prahlada remained devoted to Lord
Vishnu, leading to conflict between the tyrannical father and his devout son.

2. Appearance of Vishnu as Narasimha

e Angered by Prahlada’s devotion, Hiranyakashipu attempted to kill him multiple times but
failed due to divine protection.

e Finally, Lord Vishnu appeared as Narasimha, a half-man and half-lion incarnation.

¢ Narasimha killed Hiranyakashipu at twilight, on a palace threshold, using his claws, thereby
bypassing the conditions of the demon’s boon and restoring cosmic justice and
righteousness.

3. Connection with Holika and Holi Festival

e The Holi festival is also linked with Holika, Hiranyakashipu’s sister, who attempted to burn
Prahlada in fire

¢ . Prahlada survived through divine grace while Holika perished.

e  The ritual of Holika Dahan, observed on the eve of Holi, symbolises the victory of good over
evil, faith over arrogance, and the protection of righteousness.

4. Cultural and Religious Significance

e The story emphasises the Hindu philosophical belief that dharma ultimately triumphs over
adharma.

e  Through the narrative of Narasimha defeating Hiranyakashipu, Holi celebrates devotion,
moral courage, and divine justice.

e The festival therefore carries both seasonal significance and a deep spiritual message that
righteousness and faith are always protected by divine power.

This festival, related to Holi, is a Hindu swing festival celebrated during this
time, especially in Assam, Odisha, Gujarat and Bengal

Answer: Dol Purnima
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1. Meaning and Timing of Dol Purnima

e Dol Purnima is a Hindu festival celebrated on the full moon day (Purnima) of the month of
Phalguna, usually in March, coinciding with the period of Holi.

e The word “Dol” means swing, referring to the ritual of placing idols of Lord Krishna and
Radha on decorated swings. The festival marks the arrival of spring and symbolizes joy,
devotion, and celebration of divine love.

2. Religious Significance in Vaishnav Tradition

e The festival holds special importance in the Vaishnav tradition, particularly in West Bengal,
Odisha, Assam, and parts of Gujarat.

e Devotees worship Radha and Krishna, apply abir or colored powder, and sing devotional
songs.

e The festival also coincides with the birth anniversary of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1486 CE)
in Bengal, a major saint of the Bhakti movement, which increases its spiritual significance.

3. Rituals and Celebrations

e During Dol Purnima, idols of Radha and Krishna are placed on a decorated swing (Dol)
and taken in a procession around temples or villages.

o Devotees offer flowers, sweets, and colored powders, and perform kirtans and bhajans.
People gently swing the idols to symbolize divine playfulness and celebrate with music,
dance, and the exchange of colors, similar to Holi celebrations.

4. Cultural and Regional Importance

¢ In West Bengal, the festival is popularly called Dol Jatra, while in Odisha and Assam itis
also celebrated with temple rituals and community gatherings.

e The festival represents devotional joy, harmony, and the onset of spring. By linking
Krishna devotion with Holi festivities, Dol Purnima highlights the cultural integration of
seasonal celebration and spiritual devotion in Indian traditions.

This community started celebrating the festival, at least through the 19th
century, with its historic texts referring to it as Hola. It is also called Hola
Mohalla. To which religious community is this significant to?

Answer: Sikhs
1. Origin and Meaning of Hola Mohalla

o Hola Mohalla is a major festival celebrated by the Sikh community, usually observed a day
after Holi in the month of Phalguna (March).

o The term “Hola” historically appears in Sikh texts and traditions.

e The festival was formally initiated by Guru Gobind Singh in 1701 at Anandpur Sahib.
Unlike Holi’s playful colors, Hola Mohalla emphasizes martial spirit, discipline, and
community strength among Sikhs.

2. Historical Background

e The festival was established by Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru, to encourage the
Khalsa community to practice military readiness and bravery.
e During the Mughal period, the Sikh community needed strong defensive capabilities.

e Hola Mohalla became an occasion for mock battles, martial training, and demonstrations
of courage, reinforcing the Sikh principle of saint-soldier (Sant-Sipabhi).

3. Major Rituals and Celebrations
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The largest celebrations occur at Anandpur Sahib in Punjab, where thousands of Sikhs
gather.

Activities include martial arts displays (Gatka), mock battles, horse riding, weapon
demonstrations, and military-style processions.

Devotional singing (kirtan), community meals (langar), and religious gatherings are also
organized, combining spiritual devotion with martial tradition.

4. Cultural and Religious Significance

Hola Mohalla symbolizes the Sikh ideals of courage, unity, service, and faith.

The festival highlights the Khalsa’s role in protecting justice and resisting oppression.

It also strengthens community bonding and collective identity through religious gatherings
and shared meals. Today, Hola Mohalla is recognized as an important Sikh cultural and
religious festival, attracting devotees and visitors from across the world.

This is a national holiday in this country, where it is called the Phagwa festival.
The capital of this country is Paramaribo. Name the country

Answer: Suriname

1. Phagwa Festival in Suriname

Phagwa, the local name for Holi, is celebrated as a national holiday in Suriname, a country
in South America whose capital is Paramaribo.

The festival marks the arrival of spring and the victory of good over evil, similar to Holi in
India. In Suriname, people celebrate by throwing colored powders (abir), singing traditional
songs, and organizing public cultural events.

2. Historical Background and Indian Diaspora

The celebration of Phagwa in Suriname dates back to the 19th century, when indentured
laborers from India were brought to the Dutch colony between 1873 and 1916.

These migrants carried their religious and cultural traditions, including Holi.

Today, people of Indian origin (Hindustani community) form a significant part of
Suriname’s population and continue to preserve these traditions.

3. Cultural Celebrations and Traditions

During Phagwa, large gatherings take place in Paramaribo and other towns, where people
sing traditional folk songs called Chowtal, play drums, and throw colored powders.
Cultural organizations and government bodies organize public celebrations, music
performances, and community feasts, making it a national multicultural event that includes
people of different religions and ethnic backgrounds.

4. National Significance

Suriname officially recognizes Phagwa as a national public holiday, reflecting the country’s
multicultural identity and respect for cultural diversity.

The festival has become an important symbol of social harmony and shared heritage in
Suriname. It also highlights the lasting influence of the Indian diaspora in shaping the
country’s culture and traditions.
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The quiet demographic revolution unfolding in India

India, long viewed as the archetype of a ‘high-fertility developing country; has quietly become a relatively low-fertility society

DATA POINT

Bhargav B.S.
Arjun Jayadev

or much of the late 20th

century, discussions of In-

dia’s future were framed by
a single anxiety: population
growth. The assumption was that
rapid fertility would outpace the
economy’s ability to generate
food, infrastructure, and public
services. The infamous “Popula-
tion Bomb” thesis of Paul and
Anne Ehrlich was a key text that in-
formed public policy for decades.

Over the last 25 years, India has
experienced a fertility transition of
extraordinary speed. Data from
successive National Family Health
Surveys (NFHS) show Total Fertili-
ty Rate (TFR) falling from levels
near four children per woman in
the 1990s to around replacement
level, with most States now at or
below 2.1 children per woman.

The chart provides the sharpest
indication of this. India, long
viewed as the archetype of a ‘high-
fertility developing country’, has
quietly become a relatively low-fer-
tility society. In the NFHS-1 and 2
periods, many States reported
TFRs between three and five chil-
dren per woman, and some — par-
ticularly in the Northeast — record-
ed even higher levels. By NFHS-3
and NFHS-4, fertility had dropped
substantially. But the most striking
change appears in NFHS-5, where
a majority of the States cluster be-
low replacement fertility. The dis-
persion of fertility across States
has also narrowed, indicating con-
vergence towards a low-fertility
norm across India’s regions.

One can categorise the States by
their TFRs into three tiers — low,
medium and high. In NFHS-1 and
2, there is a clear bunching of
southern States exhibiting lower
fertility rates relative to central,
northern and northeastern States.
However, starting from NFHS-3,
these tiers get more heterogene-
ous, where States from other re-

gions also begin to move into low-
er fertility categories.

The northeastern States (except
Tripura), Uttar Pradesh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Haryana, Punjab, and Ra-
jasthan show the highest declines
in fertility across the five rounds.
Of the States that had relatively low
fertility rates to begin with, Karna-
taka, West Bengal, Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra and Odisha have the high-
est decline.

Significant transformation
Almost all scholars of the pheno-
menon have pointed to rising wo-
men’s education and delayed mar-
riage as proximate causes. As
educational attainment rises, the
expected returns to labour market
participation increase, while the
opportunity cost of early and re-
peated childbearing grows. Where
the labour market offers meaning-
ful opportunities, fertility tends to
fall faster and where employment
remains precarious, the transition
proceeds more unevenly.

Asecond factor could be the dif-
fusion of new family-size norms
through migration, urbanisation,
and media exposure. The many
decades of family planning mes-
sages may have contributed to
such changes. Once smaller fami-
lies become the social standard,
fertility decline accelerates even
where income levels or institution-
al conditions lag behind.

Third, the decline reflects pu-
blic health successes. Improve-
ments in child survival reduced
the need for ‘precautionary fertili-
ty’, the historical pattern in which
families had more children to in-
sure against high mortality. Vacci-
nation programmes, maternal
health services, and nutritional in-
terventions have quietly reshaped
reproductive behaviour by in-
creasing the confidence that chil-
dren will survive into adulthood.

However, not all the reasons for
this decline may be positive. It is
also possible that the rising cost of
raising children is a factor. As
schooling, healthcare, and hous-
ing, become increasingly mone-

tised, children shift from being
contributors to household produc-
tion toward becoming intensive in-
vestment projects. Families that
once relied on informal social ar-
rangements now face a world in
which upward mobility requires
substantial expenditure on educa-
tion and skill formation.

Myriad consequences

The first is that there is a “demo-
graphic dividend,” in which the
share of working-age people with
low dependency ratios creates the
potential for faster growth. With-
out a structural shift towards la-
bour-absorbing industrialisation
and public investment, the divi-
dend risks being squandered.

The second surrounds the polit-
ical economy of fertility. Southern
and western States, where fertility
has been below replacement level
for some time, are moving more
rapidly towards aging populations.
This divergence is likely to reshape
patterns of internal migration, fis-
cal transfers, and political repre-
sentation over the coming de-
cades. The movement of younger
workers from relatively poorer,
higher-fertility regions to aging,
lower-fertility regions may become
one of the defining structural fea-
tures of India’s internal economy.

For decades, population con-
trol programmes occupied a cen-
tral place in development plan-
ning. Today, the more pressing
need is the opposite: building the
institutional foundations for a low-
fertility society. This includes
childcare, pension systems capa-
ble of supporting an aging popula-
tion, healthcare systems oriented
toward chronic rather than infec-
tious disease burdens, and urban
infrastructure able to accommo-
date continued migration and hou-
sehold transformation.

India’s demographic story is
therefore no longer one of un-
checked population growth. The
key policy concerns now will be
those of employment, aging, mi-
gration, and the social organisa-
tion of care.

Region ® South @ North-East @ North @ West © East

Bunching up

The data for the chart were
sourced from the National Family
Health Survey by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare. Views.
expressed in this article are those
of the authors and do not reflect
the views of Azim Premji University
or its affiliates.

Chart: The chart shows regian-wise Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) across National Family
Health Surveys, Each dot represents an
Indian State or Union Territory, and its
calour represents which region it is a part of
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e For much of the late 20th century, discussions of India’s future were framed by a single
anxiety: population growth.

204t &Y & IRTY & SIS T & YR & Ufdw R 74w g fiar — s gfe &

e & 31 STl ot
e The assumption was that rapid fertility would outpace the economy’s ability to generate
food, infrastructure, and public services.
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The infamous “Population Bomb” thesis of Paul and Anne Ehrlich was a key text that
informed public policy for decades.

uTa 3R U ufeha &1 Ui “uTqa=e oW Rigia” &3 xre] a& Ardui—e Hifa & guifad
HRA a1 U Hgayul faarR &7l

Over the last 25 years, India has experienced a fertility transition of extraordinary speed.
fUBd 25 U § YRA 7 (A ool T ¥ YT+ HpHYT HT 3HT foha g

Data from successive National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) show Total Fertility Rate
(TFR) falling from levels near four children per woman in the 1990s to around replacement
level, with most States now at or below 2.1 children per woman.

TITAR gU BT URAR TG Gd&fvil & 3iids fa@rd § fob o Yol ¥ 1990 ¥ ¥ d
A AR TR IR T § b THT UFARITO TR TR 311 718 3, STeT e Irea 3@
wia afgar 2.1 = 91 399 HH W &

The chart provides the sharpest indication of this.

BT G WY "opd ITE T BT 6|

India, long viewed as the archetype of a ‘high-fertility developing country’, has quietly
become a relatively low-fertility society.

YR, S & 999 7 o Ui &X aTdl fasTa=ita ¢x1 o &0 | <1 Sran o, 3§ gudy
T HH Yo & 9T AT & 96 T 5

In the NFHS-1 and 2 periods, many States reported TFRs between three and five children
per woman, and some — particularly in the Northeast — recorded even higher levels.

TAUHUATH-1 3R TIUHTATH-2 & SR &3 Ireal 8§ ufa afgen &9 @ v s= & o g
S &3 ¢Sl D1 7T, 3R T8 — faRaR gaiar # — 99 Ht 3ifres Wk gl fay U

By NFHS-3 and NFHS-4, fertility had dropped substantially.

TAUBTATH-3 3R TIUHTATH-4 0% Yo+ oX § Sea@-1g RTae o gt ot

But the most striking change appears in NFHS-5, where a majority of the States cluster
below replacement fertility.

Afp I8 Ieora-1g URac TIeHhEITH-5 H TS a1 8, STaT il Iy UiaiTa— TR
LEIEEI R

The dispersion of fertility across States has also narrowed, indicating convergence
towards a low-fertility norm across India’s regions.

T F AU R FIAR N FAGNE, N URa F AR N T FH T R &
S B 3R TRV T S=Miar g |

One can categorise the States by their TFRs into three tiers — low, medium and high.
IS4l P ITH! FA Yol &R P SMYR W o A0 — 7, weaw ik 3= & avffed T o
THd gl

In NFHS-1 and 2, there is a clear bunching of southern States exhibiting lower fertility
rates relative to central, northern and northeastern States.

TAUBTATH-1 SR TUBEaEH-2 § WY ¥ & a1 77 o ol wreat # weree o) v R,
e Aed, It iR @t reul § 98 e ot

However, starting from NFHS-3, these tiers get more heterogeneous, where States from
other regions also begin to move into lower fertility categories.

gralie TIUhTaTH-3 ¥ 39 A0r & e fafawar fi@rs < @l &, Sie! o &1 & Isa
Wt 9 oI 32 arelt AR & o @ d B

The northeastern States (except Tripura), Uttar Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Haryana,
Punjab, and Rajasthan show the highest declines in fertility across the five rounds.

gateR 31T (AR 31 Bls®w), SR U, 5iF] 3R $RAR, harm, 4ere iR Tereim™ d
T &I TRUN & SR Yol &2 # a9 3ife fiRTae 33 7151

Of the States that had relatively low fertility rates to begin with, Karnataka, West Bengal,
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Odisha have the highest decline.

TS 1= § Ugd A 81 Ui X UETHd B A, ITH PAfed, U 71Td, ToRTd, TeRIY
3R 3NfEEm & g aiftre fRTae o 31 72|
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Significant transformation

Almost all scholars of the phenomenon have pointed to rising women’s education and
delayed marriage as proximate causes.
39 fawg & oy wft fagr 3 afgensit 9t Rien § 3 ok faae ¥ & &1 59 wE
FHRON & =0 & Fadrm g1
As educational attainment rises, the expected returns to labour market participation
increase, while the opportunity cost of early and repeated childbearing grows.
S-SR fR1eT BT TR FedT 8, 99 IoiR # Hfier) A e arar ey s¢ar 8, Sefe Seat
3R TR-IR 7= U H FI 3THR aFTd Ht 5 It 3|
Where the labour market offers meaningful opportunities, fertility tends to fall faster and
where employment remains precarious, the transition proceeds more unevenly.
el 9 ISR HgdYUl 3R UG HRT €, Ig1 Wol-i- g deil & "l 8, Safd oIgl AR
SRIT T5aT § 981 ug uRvadd S| ¥4 ¥ 3 9gdT 2|
A second factor could be the diffusion of new family-size norms through migration,
urbanisation, and media exposure.
TIRT BRI YT, BT 3R WfEar & gura & meom I uRaR & ¢ PR & AHS)
BT YR & Il 5|
The many decades of family planning messages may have contributed to such changes.
faR Frate & 3 3 ! & e A+t Td uRadH! # anTar faar g
Once smaller families become the social standard, fertility decline accelerates even
where income levels or institutional conditions lag behind.
9E Bic URAR WIS A& 87 91d §, d9 Yol &X § FRTaC a9 81 STl g, 4ol 81 3
TR T HRINTG fRuferat Uie <5 o |
Third, the decline reflects public health successes.
TR, g8 fiRTae Ardwife Wy &t awadisit o g 8|
Improvements in child survival reduced the need for ‘precautionary fertility’, the historical
pattern in which families had more children to insure against high mortality.
T Sifad 381 Bt X | GUR 3 WUyl U= &1 aqHhd & HH I a1, S
e wu ¥ a5 fRUfY ff foraw ufar 3= gog v ¥ QRen & fow St o= OeT axdl U1
Vaccination programmes, maternal health services, and nutritional interventions have
quietly reshaped reproductive behaviour by increasing the confidence that children will
survive into adulthood.

SRIHHT, ATg Tara Jarsi 3R nwor Faeft gxaaat 3 gue e agR &
Sa fam &, Fife 3o T Ry e & i we) aupaT qe shfad 27|
However, not all the reasons for this decline may be positive.
T 39 ARTIe % Tt PR TSRS 761 3 G54
It is also possible that the rising cost of raising children is a factor.

Tg il TYa © I o= & UTea=-NwuT $ Sl TR U BRIl

As schooling, healthcare, and housing become increasingly monetised, children shift from

being contributors to household production toward becoming intensive investment
projects.

S-S e, TRy a1 3T a3 Aifge murie gld o ) §, 7= e St |
YRIGH 27 918l A o e e Y srazgedr are aRatsrelt § uRafdd 81 @ 2

Families that once relied on informal social arrangements now face a world in which
upward mobility requires substantial expenditure on education and skill formation.

S URGR Ugd ST ® TN S saawiTelf IR R 9, 3ia 3 T8 uRaw o1 9T R 38 &
el Sed AT Tfaeiieaar & fow e ok Siwrd ey i) 4 |d sraws g gl

Myriad consequences

The first is that there is a “demographic dividend,” in which the share of working-age
people with low dependency ratios creates the potential for faster growth.
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TR I8 § % Ua TSy g ArHist Hivg ¢, ford SriRile g ovf & et Jmardt sik
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Without a structural shift towards labour-absorbing industrialisation and public
investment, the dividend risks being squandered.

e ym-3memia sienfraievor ik wrdwfe = o1 foxn & Wamres ufvads 78 g,
@ I8 @i o gt wdan g

The second surrounds the political economy of fertility.

IR TET ol Bt Aoi-iaed dfaawit I Je1 ¢

Southern and western States, where fertility has been below replacement level for some
time, are moving more rapidly towards aging populations.

SRRt SR Tl ToT, STel o o) 3% UHY 9 WieRITTE ®R @ S 2, 3 30 @ g gt
TS Y 3R T @ §

This divergence is likely to reshape patterns of internal migration, fiscal transfers, and
political representation over the coming decades.

Tg SR M aTdt GRIPT § Siiae yarH, faxiia gwaiaror ok weifas ufafifte & o
P! §Gd IhdI 5|

The movement of younger workers from relatively poorer, higher-fertility regions to
aging, lower-fertility regions may become one of the defining structural features of
India’s internal economy.

a1 4Pl &1 stendd TRIT 3R Sifte To- &R aTd &3 ¥ 9 3R B Ui o a1
& P 3R ST YR B 3fiale rduawit 3 Ueh URa WA= fIRivar a9 Tedi g
For decades, population control programmes occupied a central place in development
planning.

B3 SRD| P TTEE A0 FRIHH e g § il R 3&@d 31

Today, the more pressing need is the opposite: building the institutional foundations for
a low-fertility society.

31T 31 HEaqUl SHTaRghdl 39 fAusld §; FH Yo+ &R Tl THTS & foIT TRITTa
MY &7 fmtor)

This includes childcare, pension systems capable of supporting an aging population,
healthcare systems oriented toward chronic rather than infectious disease burdens, and
urban infrastructure able to accommodate continued migration and household
transformation.

TOH ST6 SWUTH, g5 Sidl STATS I AERT & aTelt U= WoITelt, HehTHS I & FoIrd
Erdeifere A W B Ty yorelt, 9ur FARaER yare iR ufkar T@Ren & aRad &
TR B areft [E e W g

India’s demographic story is therefore no longer one of unchecked population growth.
Y UHR YRA B} SHITIRIBIT BT 3@ AfFafa sen gfg ot 761 @ &

The key policy concerns now will be those of employment, aging, migration, and the
social organisation of care.

%mmﬁvﬁﬂw,m,meﬁﬁ@waﬂwmméw
|
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With assisted dying, Canadians are choosing when to go, often with a smile

Agence France-Presse
MONTREAL

Jacques Poissant’s suffer-
ing stopped the day he
asked his daughter if it
would be “cowardly to ask
to be helped to die”. The
retired Canadian insurance
adviser was 93, and “was
wasting away” after a long
battle with prostate cancer.

“He no longer had any
zest for life,” Josee Poissant
twld AFP. Last year her
mother made the same
choice at 96 when she real-
ised she would not be get-
ting out of hospital.

She died surrounded by
her children and their
partners listening to the
music she loved. “She was
at peace. She sang until she
went to sleep.”

Josee Poissant remem-
bers it as a beautiful and
moving moment. “There

isn't a good way to die, but
for me this was the best”
and it was “a privilege to
have the time to say

One Canadian in 20
One in 20 Canadians who
died in 2023 chose them-
selves when they would go.
Assisted dying has been
legal since 2016 for people
at the end of life. The right
was extended to those suf-
fering from serious and in-
curable illness in 2021,
even if death was not “rea-
sonably foreseeable.”
While  Britain  and
France consider similar
measures, Canada is pre-
paring to go even further. A
parliamentary committee
is set to start work next
month on whether assisted
dying should be extended
to those suffering exclu-
sively from mental illness.

Claire Brosseau hopes
this will be her final battle.
She took her right-to-die
case to the courts after
struggling for decades with
bipolar disorder.

“I've been treated by
psychiatrists,  psycholo-
gists, counsellors and 12-
steps rehab in Montreal,
New York City, Toronto
and Los Angeles,” she said.

“I've tried antidepres-
sants, antipsychotics,
mood stabilizers, benzos,
sleeping pills and stimu-
lants, cognitive behavioral
therapy, dialectical beha-
vioral therapy... tai chi, rei-
ki, meditation, veganism,
art therapy and music the-
rapy,” the former stand-up
comedian said.

“There’s nothing really
that I haven't tried. It's just
been too much for too
long,” she told AFP.

Every day is a trial for

0\

Rachel Fournier, who has brain cancer and is at a care centre in
Quebec, had her request for assisted dying approved recently. aFp

the 49-year-old who lives
alone with her dog Olive in
alittle apartment in Toron-
to. “1 have about 10 to 30
minutes a day where I'm
OK. But the rest of it is just
terrible,” Brosseau said.
She only goes out to
walk Olive when the streets
are deserted, has very li-
mited contact with her fa-
mily, no longer sees her
friends, and has her groc-

k.

I

eries delivered. Even her
appointments  with her
psychiatrists are done by
video from her neat, mini-
malist home.

A change in the law
would allow her to “go in
peace and safety, sur-
rounded by love. It won't
be violent. I won't be
alone,” she said.

Canada was to allow as-
sisted dying regardless of

illness by 2024. But this
was pushed back by three
years, with the govern-
ment saying it wanted to
make sure that the already
overwhelmed mental
health system was ready.

Trivialised ‘as therapy"
Eight out of 10 Canadians
support assisted dying, but
some worry about widen-
ing it further.

The issue has been tri-
vialised to the point of be-
ing “presented as a form of
therapy”, argued Trudo
Lemmens, a health law
professor at the University
of Toronto.

“Wie have already seen a
sharper rise in cases than
in other countries” like
Belgium and the Nether-
lands, which pioneered
the practice.

“The desire to commit
suicide is often an integral

part of a psychiatric disor-
der,” and it is extremely dif-
ficult to predict how a
mental illness will develop,
he said.

But Mona Gupta, a psy-
chiatrist who chaired an
expert panel that advised
the government, insisted
“there is no clinical reason
to draw a line separating
people with mental disor-
ders from those with
chronic physical illnesses.

“We are talking about a
very small number of peo-
ple” who have chronic,
severe, treatment-resistant
mental disorders, Dr. Gup-
ta said.

“We have to acknow-
ledge that there are people
who have been ill for de-
cades and have undergone
all kinds of treatments, and
that the suffering caused
by certain mental illnesses
is sometimes just as unre-

lievable as physical pain,”
she argued.

“Keeping control’ to end
Quebecker Rachel Four-
nier, 71, who has brain can-
cer, has just learned that
her request to die has been
approved. “When you're
suffering, you feel like it's
never going to end,” she
told AFP. “Knowing that
there will be an end, and
that I can choose the mo-
ment, is an immense
relief.”

“I'm keeping control ov-
er my life even though 1
can’t control what’s hap-
pening to my body,” said
the mother of two and
grandmother of four as she
admired the winter sun on
the snow outside her room
in a palliative care centre,

Two doctors examined
her request, making sure
all the criteria were met.

O5Mar. With assisted dying, Canadians are choosing when
smile

Tl UTd Yog & T4, FATSTS AT I8 A I8 ¢ [P d B oY, SRR GIhH &
1Y

to go, often with a

o Jacques Poissant’s suffering stopped the day he asked his daughter if it would be “cowardly
to ask to be helped to die”.

A NIl &1 HF I o JATE 81 71 51d I6i4 (U 9t T YBT b 1 IR H Heg HET
CARRGI

e The retired Canadian insurance adviser was 93, and “was wasting away” after a long battle
with prostate cancer.

mmmm 93 98 & ¥ 3R U PR I dell dSTs & aIg “eR-9R @
”l
e “He no longer had any zest for life,” Josee Poissant told AFP.

3P SHa | 3T Dlg IS Tal &1 UT,” SR NgAT 3 AFP B! g

e Last year her mother made the same choice at 96 when she realised she would not be getting
out of hospital.

el 9y 37 Al 3 WY 06 T @1 3y H G Fuig feran S I8 I S b a8 SreudTe A
CIRE IRl
e She died surrounded by her children and their partners listening to the music she loved.
Ig 3T gl 3R I Siiaaat I fordt g8, 3ot uRi & Wt &) gAd U Hg & U g
e “She was at peace. She sang until she went to sleep.”
“gg id Y| a8 T db Tl W51 1"
e Josee Poissant remembers it as a beautiful and moving moment.
iRt N Hi 38 U Y 3R UG &0 & B0 H I1g Bl B

e “Thereisn’'t a good way to die, but for me this was the best” and it was “a privilege to have the
time to say goodbye”.

TR T D5 DT dRIPT 8] Bial, AT TR AT I8 Jad 31T U 3iR “3rafdal Hg &1 90y
e ue foRiy srawR u11”

One Canadian in 20

W20 Y UH FATSS

e Onein 20 Canadians who died in 2023 chose themselves when they would go.
2023 B TR a1d 8% 20 & ¥ U FTSTs - Qe I8 a9 (641 {6 98 Hd g &I UIed g
e Assisted dying has been legal since 2016 for people at the end of life.
HETIAT T Y Sita & i a=07 & ATl & 1T 2016 ¥ B g

e The right was extended to those suffering from serious and incurable illness in 2021, even if
death was not “reasonably foreseeable.”
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Tg SMfIBR 2021 H MR SR e St § Hifsa anil do deran a1, Ha & 5 e

yigsr & srféra T 81

While Britain and France consider similar measures, Canada is preparing to go even further.

gﬂ%ﬁﬁh 3R i U gt IURN R IR &R T@ &, ST 39 Y ST O Bt dart & @l
I

A parliamentary committee is set to start work next month on whether assisted dying should
be extended to those suffering exclusively from mental iliness.

TH IS Affa 3rTa UEH U8 faR & o arelt € 1o o1 T urd g &1 dhad
RS FHRT T Gifsa an a@ o seran o @t
Claire Brosseau hopes this will be her final battle.

FAUR Y 3T Rl & o T8 Ib! 3ifad deTs gt

She took her right-to-die case to the courts after struggling for decades with bipolar
disorder.

ITIH GRIPI ah AISUTER fEASATSY T TY T3 & 16 SHTAT HR BT ARG AHAT ST
KR

“I've been treated by psychiatrists, psychologists, counsellors and 12-steps rehab in
Montreal, New York City, Toronto and Los Angeles,” she said.

321 T, IR IATS AR oY, ARTaRITe!, WAt R 12- XU ga HRIwH!
3 Hifeaa, <Erd Rid, e ok @ taifer H gan g1

“I've tried antidepressants, antipsychotics, mood stabilizers, benzos, sleeping pills and
stimulants, cognitive behavioral therapy, dialectical behavioral therapy... tai chi, reiki,
meditation, veganism, art therapy and music therapy,” the former stand-up comedian
said.

Ud WS-3U HTAFST 7 FeT, ‘0 efeie, tdugsiits, gs Raager, I, wWifir
fueg siik fRegale, wiffea fagfaaza R, mﬁﬁwﬁ%ﬁawm ars =, Y,
AfgezE, dhrfeen, omd Rt 3k wyfore Avdt ¥e srom 1

“Thgre’s nothing really that | hayen’t trigd. It's just been too much. for too long,” she told AFP.
I AFP I &g, ‘T $S -Tal g off H SATSTHIAT 7 81| I8 §gd dd 99 ¥ §gd Sarel g1 T
el

Every day is a trial for the 49-year-old who lives alone with her dog Olive in a little apartment
in Toronto.

49 qeifg Ofgan & o &R &7 v udten S 8, it @Rel ¥ oA Bie srche # sum o SHifera
F 1Y el Tl B

“I have about 10 to 30 minutes a day where I'm OK. But the rest of it is just terrible,”
Brosseau said.

s A e, “faT o @M 10 @ 30 e TH 10 € 919 § Sl gidl §, Aifdh aTop! 99d §ga
YT Bl g 1”

She only goes out to walk Olive when the streets are deserted, has very limited contact with
her family, no longer sees her friends, and has her groceries delivered.

a8 Phad dd SHTerd DI YHM STER STl & Sfd TS @Iel sl 8, 30 URAR I g5 AHd Juch
Gl §, 30 gl I et et SR far=r e e’ Hardt €

Even her appointments with her psychiatrists are done by video from her neat, minimalist
home.

ﬁm@%mﬂﬁW%wummﬁngﬁmﬁﬁﬁ%mm
!

A change in the law would allow her to “go in peace and safety, surrounded by love. It won’t
be violent. | won’t be alone,” she said.

I HE1 b B & Faaa I i 3R Y& F 1Y, TR ¥ ok U TH ST oA 31 a8
feae =Tal SR el 5T gM 1"
Canada was to allow assisted dying regardless of illness by 2024.

FHHTST B 2024 TP SR BT IRaATe fob o1 TeTIar UTed T St AR o aral Tl

But this was pushed back by three years, with the government saying it wanted to make sure
that the already overwhelmed mental health system was ready.

Afep 3 fi7 e & o era fean T, wifer WRPR 1 e U b a8 YAfRa w1 aredt §
% Ugdl ¥ gara H T I§ AFRIS WY YuTTe! IR 8|
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Trivialised ‘as therapy’

Ry & w9 F g5 g1 foar

Eight out of 10 Canadians support assisted dying, but some worry about widening it further.
10 & ¥ 8 HITSTS TG U Jog &1 YA I 8, At $& a1 39 3R fadR 37 &1 dax
fafad g1

The issue has been trivialised to the point of being “presented as a form of therapy”, argued
Trudo Lemmens, a health law professor at the University of Toronto.

TS A, o giaRid 3ifp el § W@red T & WhIR 8, 7 do a1 fob 39 g8 &1
AT TR &1 o T § b 39« & U 0 & T4 B U a1 o1 8T 8

“We have already seen a sharper rise in cases than in other countries” like Belgium and the
Netherlands, which pioneered the practice.

B Ugd €1 Q8 HIHal A o 3Tl o afraw 3R Hievels @) o § on gfg S )

fSgi- 59 U1 &1 BT DI A

“The desire to commit suicide is often an integral part of a psychiatric disorder,” and it is

extremely difficult to predict how a mental iliness will develop, he said.

IBI Fgl, “SATHEAT B! THT AR AN (PR 51 381 8l §,” SR T§ A T

Fgd B ¢ b A S} 33 fawsira gt

But Mona Gupta, a psychiatrist who chaired an expert panel that advised the government,

insisted “there is no clinical reason to draw a line separating people with mental disorders

from those with chronic physical illnesses.”

A WfPT o, T TS s, i IRER B GaTg o ard =g U9d & Sieaerd

@, 7 el fos T Bl i SRR ¢ s A faeRy ot dnil &1 ddeifas

IR el ara a3 sre foar ey

“We are talking about a very small number of people” who have chronic, severe, treatment-

resistant mental disorders, Dr. Gupta said.

ST, T 3 Fel, “8H Jgd HH WA & AN 1 §1d B 38 o o I e, 1k ok

SUER-fRIN aFfiie fAeR Bl

“We have to acknowledge that there are people who have been ill for decades and have

undergone all kinds of treatments, and that the suffering caused by certain mental illnesses

is sometimes just as unrelievable as physical pain,” she argued.

351 Bel, “BH WHR AT 1 3 TH AT € ol a1 ¥ SR & 3R s TSR & IUAR

émﬁ%ﬁ%, 3R PO AARTP SATREY J 817 ara $F HH-wH IfRe g o & s
"

‘Keeping control’ to end

Quebecker Rachel Fournier, 71, who has brain cancer, has just learned that her request to
die has been approved.

TAP Pt vd GBI, 71 a4, {5 99 FER g, 7 3nf-onft 1 i 3701 IR 3t srgmfa &1
RIY WHR B foran T B

“When you’re suffering, you feel like it's never going to end,” she told AFP.

I AFP I &gl, “oId 310 HreT & 81 8, af &l § 6 I8 et e =gt grm

“Knowing that there will be an end, and that | can choose the moment, is an immense relief.”
g ST o ST 3 BT 3R B 3 GHT HI g bl §, Th dST A 81

“I'm keeping control over my life even though | can’t control what's happening to my body,”
said the mother of two and grandmother of four as she admired the winter sun on the snow
outside her room in a palliative care centre.

& godi 1 Af 3R IR Fadi &1 GId] A &gl “H 39 sttt UR fra=or s x@ 61 §, Ya g o
3T YRR & 1Y Y I8 Al Bl a8t o T, 99 9 tferdfe dar dew # oA v
& TER T W TS Afdal Bt YU &1 3@ et |

Two doctors examined her request, making sure all the criteria were met.

3 STFeR) A 3% Y B wird BT 3R A e for Tt wrds R few )
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Reck |ess wreckers

Damaging nuclear facilities under an
unstable regime poses great risks

uclear facilities have faced unprecedent-
N ed threats of late. Since its capture by Rus-
sian forces in 2022, Ukraine’s Zaporizhz-
hia nuclear power plant has faced repeated
shelling and drone strikes. While Russia wished
to be the sole nuclear-armed successor to the So-
viet Union, Israel has viewed Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme as an existential threat and has attacked
its weapons sites since 2024. In 2025, the U.S.
launched targeted strikes against Fordow and Na-
tanz, which enrich uranium, and Isfahan, a fuel
cycle complex. U.S. President Donald Trump
claimed they were “obliterated” but the IAEA
found that the enriched uranium stockpile was
largely intact at Isfahan. On March 2, the IAEA
had said that the Bushehr and Tehran reactors
had not been hit or damaged until then, although
strikes on March 3 surfaced reports of damage to
the Bushehr airport (according to Iran’s state me-
dia) and again in Natanz. The broader pattern of
attacking nuclear facilities is worrisome. Aside
from overt attempts, at least one hacking attempt
has breached the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration, which manages the U.S’s nuclear
stockpile, while ransomware groups have target-
ed global energy firms and Brazil's state nuclear
operator. The Geneva Conventions prohibit
states from endangering nuclear facilities if they
release “dangerous forces” but neither the U.S.
nor Israel seems mindful of the risks. Iran has al-
so accused the IAEA of spying for Israel.
Physically destroying a facility only removes
one layer of risk; the humanitarian and environ-
mental effects are often intractable. A damaged
reactor core or spent fuel pool could release cae-
sium-137, a long-lived isotope that causes acute
radiation sickness and contaminates land for de-
cades. Radioactive particles can be carried by
winds, affecting global food security. Damaging
nuclear facilities overseen by an unstable regime
also risks loss of custody of enriched uranium.
Such strikes do not achieve a strategic resolution
and could in fact accelerate Iran’s resolve,
marked by its shift of assets to deeper, more clan-
destine facilities. Military force also destroyed the
diplomatic and verification frameworks required
for long-term safety, leaving negotiations as the
safest way to restore stability in the region. Iran is
already facing 60% inflation and the U.S. can
trade sanctions relief for IAEA monitoring. Iran
has also finalised long-term deals with Russia and
China, in return securing air defences and navi-
gation systems to negate western advantages,
and bringing Tehran back to the table could also
reduce its dependence on these burgeoning part-
nerships. Conversely, military action risks refu-
gee exodus from a population of 93 million,
asymmetric retaliation against the U.S.’s Gulf bas-
es, and the inalienable threat of nuclear disaster.

O5Mar. Reckless wreckers

ATURATE f[AATIe R d

Attacks on Nuclear Facilities and Global Risks

TRATY] Ufag WR gua SR aAf¥ye wifew

¢ Nuclear facilities have faced unprecedented threats of late.
B & qHg § URATY] YIS &1 IYayd WeR} &1 WHT &1 UST 5|

e Since its capture by Russian forces in 2022, Ukraine’s
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant has faced repeated shelling and
drone strikes.

2022 H & gl GIRT Hoal & S1G Job+1 BT SATUHRICZIAT UHTY] Srolt
T IR-IR MaA1-a_Y 3R S gHEA &1 T R 38T ]

¢ While Russia wished to be the sole nuclear-armed successor
to the Soviet Union, Israel has viewed Iran’s nuclear programme as
an existential threat and has attacked its weapons sites since 2024.
S5l ¥4 WY D! Aifaud §Y BT THHT WRHII-HE SIRTADRT ST
TR AT, Tg| GUIRTSd - T & URHTY] HRIHH DI STETeaTd FavT
TFd 8T 2024 | 3P FRAR Rid IR g fhu &

e In 2025, the U.S. launched targeted strikes against Fordow and
Natanz, which enrich uranium, and Isfahan, a fuel cycle complex.
2025 T ARSI A WIS 3R i (o6l g~y HaeH gar §) aur
TEBE & SU b UINER IR Aféd gad bl

e U.S. President Donald Trump claimed they were
“obliterated”, but the IAEA found that the enriched uranium stockpile
was largely intact at Isfahan.

SHITS €4 A gl foar fos 3 v “gft avg 197 81 7T,
Qb IAEA 7 U1 T ape & Hafthd TRy &1 SR %! 8¢ db
A& T

e On March 2, the IAEA had said that the Bushehr and Tehran

reactors had not been hit or damaged until then.

2 UTd &1 IAEA = S8l UT fh RAgR 3R dgv RNudex a9 d& guifad a1
&faud 81 gu A1

e Strikes on March 3 surfaced reports of damage to the Bushehr
airport and again in Natanz, according to Iran’s state media.

3 AT & BHel & a1e S P WS HSAT S SFHR e §aTS o3
3R e # &ifd Bt W I 3T |

e The broader pattern of attacking nuclear facilities is
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worrisome.
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Aside from overt attempts, at least one hacking attempt has breached the National Nuclear
Security Administration, which manages the U.S. nuclear stockpile.

& §HC o ST, W@WWWW% National Nuclear Security Administration
oI gHTfad fora, S ST & URHTY] USR &1 Uee &l ¢

Ransomware groups have also targeted global energy firms and Brazil’s state nuclear
operator.

%ﬂﬂﬂ%ﬂ?w&ﬁﬁmwﬁmﬁﬁ 3R TSl & I WU Hara® & H fS=mr s=mr
I

The Geneva Conventions prohibit states from endangering nuclear facilities if they release
“dangerous forces.”

foar F=a= IS B T TRATY] UASTH! &1 GaR & ST U AdhdT § oY “Jav-Td
ifemar e g €

However, neither the U.S. nor Israel appears mindful of these risks.

BTl SARDT 3R STRTSA Gl 3 SIRgH! & Ul F=9d g1 e |

Iran has also accused the IAEA of spying for Israel.

3 3 IAEA TR FTRISH & fT SRRl A &7 Ry off e B

Physically destroying a facility only removes one layer of risk; the humanitarian and
environmental effects are often intractable.

et ORATY] TS 1 Hifde T A Y BT adt WIREH P Teb URd erd 7; 39D A
IR TaiaRuig gHTE SRR wifed 3R Sid@ias sia gl

A damaged reactor core or spent fuel pool could release caesium-137, a long-lived isotope
that causes acute radiation sickness and contaminates land for decades.

grfard Rueer #R a1 We W@ ya ¥ Wformu-137 Aed gear g, o Sedaifers Iaifae
2 3R g fafezor 71 A1 B2 GovdT € TUT Y ) GRIPT b g B Fhell |
Radioactive particles can be carried by winds, affecting global food security.

AEarenif Hor garsif gR1 e Gwd € SR AY® WTe JRa F YU BR God g

Damaging nuclear facilities overseen by an unstable regime also risks loss of custody of
enriched uranium.

SRR R & 37EfF RAY] YIS &1 JHuH Uga & "aferd gef-ad & gren of gaw &
IS gl g

Such strikes do not achieve a strategic resolution and may accelerate Iran’s resolve.

T gA fr it I THTHT do -8t Ugad 3R 339 & Hoed BT 3R Foled R Jbd o
Iran has already shifted assets to deeper and more clandestine facilities.

S TS 81 30T URTURIA! BT 3R TN qUT i T wfas=i § RIFART $ H1 3

Military force has also destroyed the diplomatic and verification frameworks required for
long-term safety.

g HIaTs 3 b1 YR & AU 3Mawasd He-ifad iR T eral ! H FHAER IR
fezr gl
This leaves negotiations as the safest way to restore regional stability.

Y &ty FRRGT §8Td o3 &1 Ja JRférd arf araf & %8 oran g

Iran is already facing 60% inflation, and the U.S. could trade sanctions relief for IAEA
monitoring.

3 U T 60% HETEBIfA BT THAT 6% 8T § 3R 3AR®T IAEA AR & sea ufade #
Ed S gHdl |

Iran has also finalised long-term deals with Russia and China.

T 7 T MR 91 & 1y Srdapifere gwsna +t sifow wu feu g

In return, it is securing air defences and navigation systems to negate Western
advantages.

gaﬁ@m?wmﬁﬁﬁmwﬁﬁaﬁ%mﬂ%ﬁmaﬁwmm
|

Bringing Tehran back to the negotiating table could reduce its dependence on these
growing partnerships.
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e Conversely, military action risks a refugee exodus from a population of 93 million.
& fauRid, §=0 SIRars § 93 faferas oard arar <=1 & ROn uere &1 IR 7

e It could also provoke asymmetric retaliation against U.S. Gulf bases.

Tg smfvar

e Ultimately, the greatest risk remains the threat of a nuclear disaster.
3{d: Ty FST Wl URHTY] SATUGT FHT &1 §1 38l 5|

What will Nepal’s landmark
general election decide?

Why were the polls called two years ahead of schedule? Is a hung parliament inevitable?

Sanjeev Satgainya

The story so far:

epal will be voting in a
landmark general election on
Thursday, in what many see as a

quest for political change. The
polls follow last September’s youth-led
movement against corruption,
misgovernance, and a patronage-driven
economy long associated with an ageing
political class.

‘Why is this election different?

The election is being held two years
ahead of schedule because of the two-day
Gen Z protests during which 77 people
lost their lives, including 19 who were
killed in police firing on the first day of
demonstrations on September 8.

The vote is viewed as a corrective
measure — an opportunity to break
Nepal's cycle of revolving-door politics
that has plagued the country for decades
and to create conditions for implementing
the demands of the youth movement.
Those demands - accountability, clean
governance and economic reform —
resonate well beyond the youth protesters
and across the broader population.

‘What will this election decide?
Voters will elect a new House of

Representatives. Nepal's House of
Representatives, or Pratinidhi Sabha, is
the lower chamber of the federal
parliament and has 275 members - 165
elected through the First-Past-The-Post
(FPTP) system and 110 through
Proportional Representation (PR).

Voters cast two ballots: one for an
individual candidate under FPTP and
another for a political party under PR.

Under FPTP, the candidate with the
higher number of votes in each
constituency wins. Under PR, seats are
allocated to parties based on their
nationwide vote share. Nepal's Election
Commission uses the Sainte-Lagué
method to distribute PR seats.

A party that secures at least 138 seats —
a simple majority — can form a
government on its own. If no party
reaches that threshold, the single largest
party is invited to form a government,
typically through coalition-building.

‘What are the key political forces?
For much of the post-1990 democratic
era, two parties have dominated Nepali
politics — the Nepali Congress (NC) and
the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML). K.P.
Sharma Oli of the UML was the Prime
Minister, backed by the Nepali Congress,
when the September protests took place.

In 2008, these establishment forces
were disrupted by the rise of the Maoists,
who entered electoral politics after
ending a decade-long insurgency. Riding
anti-incumbency sentiment and public
demand for change, they emerged as a
major force.

Following the recent protests, Pushpa
Kamal Dahal of the Maoist Centre brought
together around a dozen smaller
communist factions to form the Nepali
Communist Party. The new formation
adheres to Marxism-Leninism and what it
calls Scientific Socialism. However, many
voters view it as part of the entrenched
political i it once chall d

A major new player is the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP). Formed just six
months before the 2022 elections, it has
generated a groundswell reminiscent of
the Maoists’ rise nearly two decades ago.

As in 2008, anti-incumbency sentiment
and calls for systemic change are shaping
the political mood. The difference now is
that the Maoists themselves are widely
seen as part of the old guard. The RSP
positions itself as a centrist liberal
alternative to traditional parties.

The Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP)
advocates restoring the monarchy and
reinstating Nepal as a Hindu state. Nepal
abolished its monarchy in 2008 and
formally became a federal democratic

republic under the 2015 Constitution. The
RPP’s electoral performance has
historically remained modest, but it
cannot be entirely dismissed.

Another new entrant is the Ujyalo
Nepal Party, founded in December by
technocrat Kulman Ghising, who is widely
credited with ending Nepal's prolonged
electricity shortages. Ideologically, the
party mirrors the Nepali Congress'’s
democratic socialism but presents itself as
technocratic and governance-focused.

When will the results be known?
Vote counting in Nepal is slow because of
the complex ballot design and the large
number of parties and candidates. As
many as 67 parties and 3,405 candidates
are contesting this election. Votes are
counted manually. While FPTP results
start to trickle in as counting in individual
constituencies is completed, PR ballots
must be tallied nationwide before final
allocation. As a result, it may take up to a
month for the final results to be declared.

What are the possible outcomes?
Nepal's mixed electoral system makes it
difficult for any single party to secure a
majority. Analysts expect a hung
parliament and a return to the same old
coalition cycle.

The RSP is experiencing a groundswell,
but converting public enthusiasm into
actual votes remains a challenge.

Because this election follows a
youth-led movement, turnout among
younger voters could prove decisive.

The RSP could also benefit from voter
fatigue, as many may vote for it not
necessarily in the hope of miraculous
change, but with the intent of teaching
the old parties a lesson.

(Sanjeev Satgainya is an independent
Jjournalist based in Kathmandu)

O5Mar. What will Nepal’s landmark general election decide?

AuTel BT ARASIRIS ST AT T qF B2

¢ Nepal will be voting in a landmark general election on Thursday, in what many see as a
quest for political change.
AT & AR &I TH CAgTRIP M8 TA1d 5, o &3 AT et ufkad= & @ie &
U H W R B

e The polls follow last September’s youth-led movement against corruption,
misgovernance, and a patronage-driven economy long associated with an ageing
political class.

Y g1d o Ridear & ga1-Aqd ara Mg & 91¢ 81 38 8, ol YN,

QR
&1 TR SrfeqaeT & fIAT® U1, W el THT J g Teriae a1t J Il T

Why is this election different?

g g9 AT 1 8

& TS! fRua A= gl & Ry srqufia ufasny & of Soar godar 8|

THE GIST

v

The polls were called two years
ahead of schedule after the
youth-led movement against
corruption, misgovernance and
a patronage-driven economy.

v

Analysts expect a hung
parliament, as Nepal's mixed
FPTP and Proportional
Representation system makes
it difficult for any single party
to secure the simple majority
of 138 seats.

3R

e The election is being held two years ahead of schedule because of the two-day Gen Z
protests during which 77 people lost their lives, including 19 who were killed in police
firing on the first day of demonstrations on September 8.
Ig gATd FYiRd 90 ¥ &t 99 ugd HR1a1 off X687 § [ gl fi & arwH-ais faRly ye=iAt
¥ SR 77 AN B T g, oM T 10 11 8 Rydar Y vgd 3 gier eftardt & wr mu|
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The vote is viewed as a corrective measure — an opportunity to break Nepal’s cycle of
revolving-door politics that has plagued the country for decades and to create conditions
for implementing the demands of the youth movement.

3 Ade &) U6 URTHS HeH & U F W7 S 8T & — ol SR! A Aurel &Y gHifda
PR el TR-TR FGerct IRPRI B A & Th B dlg- SR gaT igrasT it Tl i
AN B D1 URTRUTTIT §H BT 3R ST 8|

Those demands — accountability, clean governance and economic reform — resonate
well beyond the youth protesters and across the broader population.

A — SATaeE), Weo I 3R ffes GUR — Pae gaT yexHS1RE) o idd 781 §
e aTue SeE § o W 36T €

What will this election decide?

g TG T a9 B

Voters will elect a new House of Representatives.

TAGHAT U A5 WA THT HT A ST

Nepal’s House of Representatives, or Pratinidhi Sabha, is the lower chamber of the
federal parliament and has 275 members — 165 elected through the First-Past-The-Post
system and 110 through Proportional Representation.

AUt P wfafAft qur Geiig Yug o1 fFraer Je § 3R 599 275 9ew gid § — M 165
TS YYH-UT-UIRE WoITelt | 3R 110 I Sgutfa® ufafaifire womeft ¥ g7 o 51

Voters cast two ballots: one for an individual candidate under FPTP and another for a
political party under PR.

TAGTdT & HaUA SIAd &: T WYH-UTH-URE WUITe! & dgd AfeaTd SHigaR & i ok
W SuTfae ufafifia & aga erifae ga &

Under FPTP, the candidate with the higher number of votes in each constituency wins.
YYH-UT-URE YuITelt ¥ Uds fHatast &3 & 9aa Sife ae ue arar suiigar fasrar g
Bl

Under PR, seats are allocated to parties based on their nationwide vote share.

YUITet o e WIS IMSTifaep Geil @l 3Teb YT A Ufererd & MR
R a St

Nepal’s Election Commission uses the Sainte-Lagué method to distribute PR seats.
Aura &1 fafes smarT squfae wfafafie 3t Wiet & fawo & fo Je-armg fafr o
TN T &

A party that secures at least 138 seats — a simple majority — can form a government on
its own.

HIS AeITaP ga afe 138 e U FR odl § — S AIURYT IgHA § — ol 98 W4 IRPR
T P 2|

If no party reaches that threshold, the single largest party is invited to form a government,
typically through coalition-building.

gfe P15 Wt ga 33 T 9 T ugTan, O Wad IS od ! WHR g9 F fore e faran
WAl ], AR W TS TR |

What are the key political forces?

B IS Rl i @

For much of the post-1990 democratic era, two parties have dominated Nepali politics —
the Nepali Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist—Leninist).

1990 ¥ §I¢ & AbdiA® SR A &I gdl 7 AT DI IS WYY F91T I/ — AT B
3R AUTe F FgfRe urdl (Hpd Areiard)-afmardh |

K.P. Sharma Oli of the CPN-UML was the Prime Minister, backed by the Nepali Congress,
when the September protests took place.

Wfiea-guaa & & 0.zt sielt 39 T gurEt 9, 5% Aurell S &1 w0l ure o,
9 Ryder & faviy ye=i= gul

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 2



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

In 2008, these establishment forces were disrupted by the rise of the Maoists, who entered
electoral politics after ending a decade-long insurgency.

2008 ¥ 37 w1 wfdral & areiard ool & e A T firell, SR g aul F fagie &
qT¢ gATd! Irer-ita T Uasr fosa|

Riding anti-incumbency sentiment and public demand for change, they emerged as a
major force.
ﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬂ%%ﬁéwwmﬁﬁﬁw
SR

Following the recent protests, Pushpa Kamal Dahal of the Maoist Centre brought together
around a dozen smaller communist factions to form the Nepali Communist Party.

BTA & faRtYy UeRIAl & 91 ISt &% & IS HHA ggd - AU U goi Bic HH-Re
el &1 THHT HR AUTet HR-RE UTST &1 716+ |

The new formation adheres to Marxism-Leninism and what it calls Scientific Socialism.
g =11 TS ATRiaTe-df-arg 3R ol 98 afeie guTeIdig Hadl ¢, S9d! UIaH Al |
However, many voters view it as part of the entrenched political establishment it once
challenged.

BTl s HedeTdT 39 ST RITIT ISIfad TawIT &1 fex1 A € o 98 uga A &l
YTl

A major new player is the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP).

U U 11 RIeTS] BT W&o urdi 5 |

Formed just six months before the 2022 elections, it has generated a groundswell
reminiscent of the Maoists’ rise nearly two decades ago.

2022 % ATl ¥ Had B¢ HeH Ugd T3d 39 &d A THIHT &I g% Ugd Arsianeal & 3ea
SR o9 @8R U1 31 B

As in 2008, anti-incumbency sentiment and calls for systemic change are shaping the
political mood.

ST o 2008 g o1, FeT-faRteht yraar oik womrelia uf¥adt &t 9w ada= Teifas
TSI & 3HR & 6T 8

The difference now is that the Maoists themselves are widely seen as part of the old guard.
3R T § o 3@ AreNardt wad ATU® U F GRIT o SaawT &1 381 7H 9 §
The RSP positions itself as a centrist liberal alternative to traditional parties.

P T UIET 9 &1 URURS el $ gorad TP GEHTH SeR faded & w0 # T
GRS

The Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) advocates restoring the monarchy and reinstating
Nepal as a Hindu state.

AP YSITa= UIET IreTaa Bt qgTer SiR AuTe i Y4: fEg Iy a9 3 adbrad i g
Nepal abolished its monarchy in 2008 and formally became a federal democratic republic
under the 2015 Constitution.

AT A 2008 B T THTE FHx 37 3R 2015 & AU & q8d SRS F0 § G
A difa® TORTT 59 147

The RPP’s electoral performance has historically remained modest, but it cannot be
entirely dismissed.

TS UeITelA U1 1 gATd! et Uaehie wu 3 Hifta w1 8, dfe 8 gl ae
ToR3igTe 7L {5 &1 A

Another new entrant is the Ujyalo Nepal Party, founded in December by technocrat
Kulman Ghising, who is widely credited with ending Nepal’s prolonged electricity
shortages.

TS 30 94T &d STl AUTe rdy €, ot i feder & oot faRiwg gowm Rk
3 &1, forg AuTer ot et faerelt ot TaTe v &1 99 fea Srar g1

Ideologically, the party mirrors the democratic socialism of the Nepali Congress but
presents itself as technocratic and governance-focused.
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When will the results be known?

gf¥urmy &« DifYd g

Vote counting in Nepal is slow because of the complex ballot design and the large
number of parties and candidates.

Aurer ® AaRTorET e Bt § i waus @) wfee G ok g aur Sufiear) & 9 )
H@IT B 5

As many as 67 parties and 3,405 candidates are contesting this election.

34 g1 | 67 IeT-Ta® g 3R 3,405 SWHIGAR YT AR ¢ |

Votes are counted manually.

Tal Pt TUET 1Y A DI AT B

While FPTP results start to trickle in as counting in individual constituencies is completed,
PR ballots must be tallied nationwide before final allocation.

TS WYH-UTH-UIRe Ufomd Sfaad fHatest &= & o1 ot 8 IR o @d §, a9 STuTfa®
ufafAftrea wawEy & IR F TUET HRA TS 7
As a result, it may take up to a month for the final results to be declared.
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What are the possible outcomes?

dHTfaa ufkome a1 8 9ea €

Nepal’s mixed electoral system makes it difficult for any single party to secure a
majority.

AuTer @t Ff3a geTa yoneh < ue qa & for 9g9a uid S B3 5 el B
Analysts expect a hung parliament and a return to the same old coalition cycle.
fazdiwe! ) SILRT TgHT aTelt TG 3R YR S Teh DI AUl BT 3M1=IHT 3|

The RSP is experiencing a groundswell, but converting public enthusiasm into actual
votes remains a challenge.

AP oA I 1 o 9 B q8R 79 6] 8, A 9 STE BT IfaP Hal §
e 3nft off g ST gen ]l

Because this election follows a youth-led movement, turnout among younger voters
could prove decisive.

i 78 AT Ueb FaT-Aqed aTal SHTGIe & 1S 81 36T 8, U FaT Hagrars st Hifierdt
fuifae Tifed 8 9o 31

The RSP could also benefit from voter fatigue, as many may vote for it not necessarily in the
hope of miraculous change, but with the intent of teaching the old parties a lesson.
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The more things change in Iran, the more
they remain the same

As war and uncertainty grip Iran, three books — each from a different moment in the country’s history — revisit the Shah's fall, the rise of the Islamic

Republic, and the women-led uprising that challenged power in Tehran

Saleem Rashid Shah

n September 1941, a 22-year-old
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi ascended
the throne of Tran while his father,
Reza Shah, was sent into an
honourable exile to Johannesburg by the
British. Becoming a monarch at such a
young age, the Shah tried his best to
emulate his father. Towards the end of his
reign, he even invoked his larger-than-life
father’s authority till the Iranian
revolution of 1979 forced him to flee.

Cut to the present. Amid a deepening
economic crisis, Iran has been bombed
by Israel and the United States. Its
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
has been assassinated and more than 780
people have been killed in the country so
far. Iran has struck back, and the war has
plunged the entire West Asian region into
turmoil. Shah’s son Reza Pahlavi, who has
lived in the U.S. since 1979, has declared
that he is ready to return to Iran “as soon
as possible”.

While there has been a clamour in
some quarters in Iran to have the crown
prince back, he has a complex legacy —
his father’s era is seen as a time when Iran
had closer ties to the West, but it was also
a time when there was censorship,
human rights abuses, and a Savak secret
police, which suppressed dissent with
impunity.

A disconnected Shah

In this backdrop, reading Polish journalist
and writer Ryszard Kapuscinski’s Shah of
Shahs, which traces the last days of the
Shah before the Iranian revolution, is an
eye-opener. Kapuscinski’s book was first
published in 1982 and was translated into
English by William R. Brand and
Katarzyna Mroczkowska-Brand.

The book gives a sense that the more
things change in Iran, the more they
remain the same. At present, instead of
Savak, for instance, there are units of the

Revolutionary Guard, keeping a fierce eye
on dissenters, sending them to prison
and, in many cases, to their death.

The Shah, says Kapuscifiski, made a
sweeping claim, betting on oil, that “Iran
will leap forward and build a Great
Civilization.” The only magic wand the
Shah held in his hand and with which he
thought of transforming Iran in just 10
years was oil. As Kapuscinski writes: “0il
kindles extraordinary emotions and
hopes, since oil is above all a great
temptation. It is the temptation of ease,
wealth, strength, fortune, and power. It is
a filthy, foul-smelling liquid that squirts
obligingly up into the air and falls back to
earth as a rustling shower of money.”
With oil, the Shah used to say, “I will
create a second America in a generation!”
He never did, but this vanity ended up
being one of the reasons for his downfall.

What was strikingly absent in the
Shah’s grand idea of Iran was the
well-being of its people. His notorious
intelligence agency, Savak, was the Shah’s
eyes and ears. Savak eavesdropped on
everyone who dared to speak out against
the Shah. Books and films by Iran’s best
writers and filmmakers were banned. As
for the intellectuals, their thoughts were
stifled and they were condemned to
silence.

The Shah, writes Kapusciniski, left
people with a choice between Savak and
the religious leaders. The Islamic
revolution of 1979 was thus more of an
anti-Shah revolution than a
pro-Ruhollah Khomeini one. He writes: “A
dictatorship [Shah’s reign] that destroys
the intelligentsia and culture leaves
behind itself an empty, sour field on
which the tree of thought won’t grow
quickly. It is not always the best people
who emerge from hiding, from the
corners and cracks of that farmed-out
field, but often those who have proved
themselves strongest; not always those
who will create new values but rather

those whose thick skin and internal
resilience have ensured their survival. In
such circumstances, history begins to
turn in a tragic, vicious circle, from which
it can sometimes take a whole epoch to
break free.”

Despite a dose of magic realism in his
reportage and beautiful prose,
Kapuscinski leaves out the many
instances in which America acted behind
the curtains to bring about these changes
in Iran.

Moral police

But terror did not disappear from Iran. In
his groundbreaking book, What Iranians
Want: Women, Life, Freedom, Arash Azizi
argues that after taking the reins of power
from the Shah, “Khomeini wanted to
fundamentally reshape life in Iran to
conform to his idea of Islam. Muslim
reformers had, for decades, attempted to
reconcile their faith and its ideals with the
necessities of their age. Khomeini wanted
none of that. His government was to be
Islamic, as he understood it, ‘not a word
more, not a word less’.”

After Khomeini’s death, Khamenei
became the rahbar of the Islamic
Republic. One of the most consequential
figures in Iran in recent times, he built a
theocratic system. But over the last few
years, on Khamenei’s watch, there was
unrest in Iran due to both political and
economic reasons. In 2022, a Kurdish
Iranian woman, Mahsa Amini, was
mysteriously killed in Tehran. All that she
lacked was a proper headscarf. Her death
in detention led to nationwide waves of
protests spearheaded by the women of
Iran under the slogan ‘Women, Life,
Freedom’'.

Azizi guides readers through a new
history that was being written on the
streets of Iran by its women. For them,
the revolutionaries of 1979 had
transformed into today’s regime. They
believed that the Guidance Patrol, a

dreaded wing of the Iranian police’s
moral division that killed Mahsa Amini in
detention, was just another name for the
Shah’s dreaded Savak.

The women’s movement

Journalists who reported on the women’s
movement faced imprisonment and even
death, but they courageously brought to
the fore the atrocities being inflicted on
the people of Iran. Fatemah Jamalpour
was one such fearless journalist who,
despite being arrested multiple times and
having faced many interrogation sessions,
kept reporting on state repression. She
was accompanied by another Iranian
journalist, Nilo Tabrizy, who, however,
emigrated from Iran after covering the
women-led movement from the
frontlines.

Corresponding through encrypted
platforms to protect Fatemah (who was
still in Iran), the two journalists wrote For
The Sun After Long Nights: The Story of
Iran’s Women-Led Uprising. In it, they
document the spirit and legacy of the
movement and all the events that led
them to this point.

Today, many women are once again
out on the streets, this time protesting the
Israel-U.S.-led war. In Shah of Shahs,
Kapuscinski recalls a scene: a policeman
under the Shah orders a protester to run.
The man refuses to move and stands
there until he is no longer afraid.
Kapuscinski writes that it is “precisely the
beginning of the revolution.”

The lesson resonates now.

The turmoil in Iran may be shaped by
the geopolitical designs of powerful
states, but no durable change can be
engineered from outside. As in
Kapuscinski’s account, it begins when
ordinary people claim their own political
future. Any path forward must therefore
be led by the Iranians themselves.
(Saleem Rashid Shah is a book critic and an
independent writer based in Kashmir)

O5Mar. The more things change in Iran, the more they remain the same
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o In September 1941, a 22-year-old Mohammad Reza Pahlavi ascended the throne of Iran
while his father, Reza Shah, was sent into an honourable exile to Johannesburg by the

British.

Rrdar 1941 & 22 aeffa Mgwe 3o vgad 9 & Rigraa R 98 Jafes 37 A ¥ =me
@1 fafe=n g1 wieae & SmEeHe fHafaa § 9 fear mn
e Becoming a monarch at such a young age, the Shah tried his best to emulate his father.
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e Towards the end of his reign, he even invoked his larger-than-life father’s authority till the
Iranian revolution of 1979 forced him to flee.

3T YT & 3id db I8i- U~ YHTaRITer fdT &Y J<1 &1 IR foran, oie deb fb 1979 B
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e Cutto the present. Amid a deepening economic crisis, Iran has been bombed by Israel
and the United States.
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e |ts Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has been assassinated and more than 780
people have been killed in the country so far.

TP Fatel AdT SFATIET el WIAAS B! gl IR &1 T8 § 3R 3fd I 780 A AP aNT AR
ST gP B

e Iran has struck back, and the war has plunged the entire West Asian region into turmoil.
R A SaTe gHAT 5 § ok U8 g5 IR Ui vlRmg &= & siiifa o S1a g ||

e Shah’s son Reza Pahlavi, who has lived in the United States since 1979, has declared that
he is ready to return to Iran “as soon as possible”.

T8 & T Io0T Ugadl, S 1979 | TYad o9 SARPT & 38 78 €, 7 9o &1 ¢ % 9 “forasit
e T B W 9T it & Forg

e While there has been a clamour in some quarters in Iran to have the crown prince back,
he has a complex legacy — his father’s era is seen as a time when Iran had closer ties to
the West, but it was also a time when there was censorship, human rights abuses, and a
Savak secret police which suppressed dissent with impunity.
BTaTh S b B aT | 13 6 Y quft Bt 777 331 7, Afeh1 30! faRToa sifed & —
% U1 &1 Il Ui & 1Y uf=Ig "aef &1 90g |71 91l 3, i J8 SRRy,
AHATRIPR Seera 3R JaTs o gferd o1 +f 90 o1 o faRty #Y $3Rar | gaman|

A disconnected Shah
AT & $e gU 6

e Inthis backdrop, reading Polish journalist and writer Ryszard Kapuscinski’s book Shah
of Shahs, which traces the last days of the Shah before the Iranian revolution, is an eye-
opener.
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¢ Kapuscinski’s book was first published in 1982 and was translated into English by William
R. Brand and Katarzyna Mroczkowska-Brand.

FYFHHT Pt AP Tga IR 1982 T USRI g3 R ST el rare faferaw o, sis
3R BTATRAAT HieTd IowmT-gis |

e The book gives a sense that the more things change in Iran, the more they remain the
same.
I8 QAP U8 T BRI & b 5314 & fora=m uRad g1 8, Ia1 & g S A s ean 2

o At present, instead of Savak, there are units of the Revolutionary Guard, keeping a fierce
eye on dissenters, sending them to prison and, in many cases, to their death.
A & aTP 31 oTe Rateq=-e) e &Y sh13al &, of IR uR w) ARt o €,
I o ATl € 3R &S AHel § Yog ao ugdn ad1 B

e The Shah, says Kapuscinski, made a sweeping claim, betting on oil, that “lran will leap
forward and build a Great Civilization.”

& IR T 7 9 TR UIIET HRd §U I8 AUS G1al (bl [ “STT 3R Igahv

TS WgH |l &1 fafor s

e The only magic wand the Shah held in his hand and with which he thought of transforming
Iran in just 10 years was oil.
T8 & 814 & SNl UHHTH SiTgs ATe U1 O d ad 10 a9l # $3 &1 IgaT d1gd 4, 98 dd
|

o As Kapuscinski writes: “Oil kindles extraordinary emotions and hopes, since oil is
above all a great temptation.”
ST o SR forad & “de SRITYRUT HTFATE 3R STRITE SITTaT 8, Fifh Tad geav
9 T ST YAy 817

e ltis the temptation of ease, wealth, strength, fortune, and power.
Ig gfayr, o, Tifda, |uiRy iR I &7 Uey= |

o ltis afilthy, foul-smelling liquid that squirts obligingly into the air and falls back to earth as
arustling shower of money.
@mﬁﬁmwmwﬁ%@wﬁm%ﬁ?ﬁwﬁﬁaﬁwaﬁ?w
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With oil, the Shah used to say, “I will create a second America in a generation!”

A & FER N Hel I 3, “H TP dit & guT 3Rt a1 g1

He never did, but this vanity ended up being one of the reasons for his downfall.

3 vE1 St ) R UG, s T8 SFHR I Ua & SRV A | TP & 17|

What was strikingly absent in the Shah’s grand idea of Iran was the well-being of its
people.

M & T e ot weT gieEn & gay Sifie off D SrqufRyd o, a8 ot Sierar &1 wearor|
His notorious intelligence agency Savak was the Shah’s eyes and ears.

D! HATd GipdaT T HaTd JME DI AW 3R BT |

Savak eavesdropped on everyone who dared to speak out against the Shah.

AP 37 Tt B ARG a1 A7 S e & FRAare Sie= &1 918y aed A

Books and films by Iran’s best writers and filmmakers were banned.

HE F I8 AT iR fpren FHufars o frard oiik v wfaafie o= & )

As for the intellectuals, their thoughts were stifled and they were condemned to silence.
ST ad gigenfaal &1 91 g, 3% faaRI $i gaT faar mar $ik 3% U ¥eq & g aeeR
foram |

The Shah, writes Kapuscinski, left people with a choice between Savak and the religious
leaders.

%{@Wﬁmﬁ%%mﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁwsﬁ?mﬁmﬁéaﬁawmﬁ%m@s
|

The Islamic revolution of 1979 was thus more of an anti-Shah revolution than a pro-
Ruhollah Khomeini one.

U USR 1979 B SEATHI Hifd aaad & =g faRieht wifa o, 7 & waieae @ & qud=
P pifd |

He writes: “A dictatorship that destroys the intelligentsia and culture leaves behind
itself an empty field on which the tree of thought won’t grow quickly.”

9 fored & “T arTIe! St gfasifaal 3R WPl o ¢ Hel 7, 3 D TP @refl
HEM OIS &l § TEl [9aR| $T J&f Segt g1 Svanl”

It is not always the best people who emerge from hiding, but often those who have proved
themselves strongest.

Ut fRufar & o5t gU ot & & 0 Had 3 @ T8t Mobad, sfed 3R 3 Rpad € el
WE o) gEA Aoigd Fifad fHar g

Not always those who will create new values, but rather those whose resilience ensured
their survival. )

THRM 9 AN 8] Il ¢ Y 9114, §fewh 9 foH et Tgar 4 39 Sif&id &) g1 34|

In such circumstances, history begins to turn in a tragic vicious circle, from which it can
sometimes take a whole epoch to break free.

ot aivfRufaa & faer ue gae goas ® gum @vrat 3, o areR Feen § sfi-aef g
AT & Il ] |

Despite a dose of magic realism in his reportage and beautiful prose, Kapuscinski leaves
out the many instances in which America acted behind the curtains to bring about these
changes in Iran.

3o feaYé AT & wi1gs gurdare SR Yo Ty At & JTac[e HYRHRBT I FS gest &
I gl DR forTH SAN®T 3 U & WS g 39 | 31 uiad+l &1 gutfaa far)

Moral police

Afae gieE

But terror did not disappear from Iran.

Afs 1 I J TP T 1 gl

In his groundbreaking book What Iranians Want: Women, Life, Freedom, Arash Azizi
argues that after taking the reins of power from the Shah, “Khomeini wanted to
fundamentally reshape life in Iran to conform to his idea of Islam.”

3T He@qUl [ @Te SR dic: g, S, Wew § 3RTRT 3refiell dd 3d § i 2me
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Muslim reformers had, for decades, attempted to reconcile their faith and its ideals with
the necessities of their age.

gieTH GURS! 3 GBI 9 30 if 3R ISP TSR HI (U= THT P STaRIgHa1S S
1Y FHAT B BT YA o o |

Khomeini wanted none of that.

Afd1 WA g5 b4 78l Irgd U1

His government was to be Islamic, as he understood it, “not a word more, not a word
less.”

3P PR I g 3Tt g o S 3 gHgrd @ — «F U Weg 3R, 7 U s HHI”

After Khomeini’s death, Khamenei became the rahbar of the Islamic Republic.

T Ft gog & 91¢ WS TR TURTSY & IgaR a1

One of the most consequential figures in Iran in recent times, he built a theocratic

system.

B & TAT § X & Aad YUTGRITE! Aarsfi # ¥ T & ¥0 | 351+ YHdie saaed

R B

But over the last few years, on Khamenei’s watch, there was unrest in Iran due to both

political and economic reasons.

G@Wﬁﬁwaﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬂﬁmsﬁvmmﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ
I

In 2022, a Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa Amini was mysteriously Killed in Tehran.

2022 T g ST+ Afge ggar st & dgv | Yy uRfRufaal # 9oy 81 TS|

All that she lacked was a proper headscarf.

JAD! TTerclt bad Ig ot fob I51 Sfaa feere =18t ag=r Tl

Her death in detention led to nationwide waves of protests spearheaded by the women of

Iran under the slogan “Women, Life, Freedom.”

foxrd & @] g & 916 S R B AU faRIY UeRiH 5T SH@T Ag@ s+ @1 afgansi 3

«qfgar, siia, Taaar & 4R & 1Y fBan

Azizi guides readers through a new history that was being written on the streets of Iran by
its women.

itel UTe®! ®I I AT gfaeTa ¥ uRfed SR € S §3 &Y i U Afgarsit g ferar
SIT XGT YTl
For them, the revolutionaries of 1979 had transformed into today’s regime.

I [T 1979 & Hifd®RY 31751 & ITE- § g g& U

They believed that the Guidance Patrol, a dreaded wing of the Iranian police’s moral
division that killed Mahsa Amini in detention, was just another name for the Shah’s
dreaded Savak.

DT AT T fb M Ueta, St 3+t giere 3t Afdes <man &1 gRend ad § SR o
Tmﬁmﬁmm,wﬁmﬁwwﬁm@www
|

The women’s movement

HAfgarei &1 siigie

Journalists who reported on the women’s movement faced imprisonment and even
death, but they courageously brought to the fore the atrocities being inflicted on the
people of Iran.

afgensit & sigias W RUIE a3 a0 TP RI &1 &g 3R Yog a% BT FTHT H1 U1, TR
1t I AEUYd® S & AN IR B I SrATER] B A |

Fatemah Jamalpour was one such fearless journalist who, despite being arrested
multiple times and facing many interrogation sessions, kept reporting on state
repression.

BHTAAT FTHTAYR T & et meR o oy @8 aR FRwWR 81 3R &3 ygdrs 93l &1
T I3 & STae[G ¥sd gH- R fraifér wrt vt
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She was accompanied by another Iranian journalist Nilo Tabrizy, who, however, emigrated
from Iran after covering the women-led movement from the frontlines.

I 1Y Th 3 AT UrepR et aadistt ot off, RSl afgen-Aqa are srigie #t st
tfea & Rraifén a1 & a1g A ois e

Corresponding through encrypted platforms to protect Fatemah, the two journalists wrote
For The Sun After Long Nights: The Story of Iran’s Women-Led Uprising.

BT &1 JR&T F g Tf<pPs Areawl | Warg $vd 8§, 37 aH1 TIHRI A BiR § I STHRT
T ATgeH: & WRT 3Th =T qHA-dS ST g foret|

In it, they document the spirit and legacy of the movement and all the events that led
them to this point.

%ﬁﬁﬁ Jigre Pt YT 3R faRTa qur 37 T+t wemai &1 fagwor fean S 59 fRufa a&
I

Today, many women are once again out on the streets, this time protesting the Israel-
U.S.-led war.

3{ToT s AfEATE R ¥ TSP W &, 3T IR ITRISA-ARST g a1 g & e iy
IR B

In Shah of Shahs, Kapuscinski recalls a scene: a policeman under the Shah orders a
protester to run.

TMTE 316 U B FYRRP U6 220 &1 904 Fd § ors [Mg & M &7 T gferyamdf
TP YSRBRI B URA FT AT T 3|

The man refuses to move and stands there until he is no longer afraid.

I8 Afe i A $PR a1 8 3R 981 TS I8dT § 9d aF o 39 S gl g
Kapuscinski writes that it is “precisely the beginning of the revolution.”

YRR forad € s 7 “araa ® wifa $t gesma” g

The lesson resonates now.

Tg 3eRT 3t ot URife B

The turmoil in Iran may be shaped by the geopolitical designs of powerful states, but no
durable change can be engineered from outside.

3 P IYT-YYT TR fa=iment SN Ft Y-Io-ifae ders &1 yuTd 8 bl 8, aAfde
Rt uftad= a1eR | A8 arn o gHhn|

As in Kapuscinski’s account, it begins when ordinary people claim their own political
future.

S fob Uit & quia & 9ar TR 3, U8 99 & 811 ¢ O ATYRUT @R 3 Iei-ad
ufyer &1 grar F3a 7
Any path forward must therefore be led by the Iranians themselves.

2IfeIT 3 o1 B +ft At Swfrl & Aqe A € g =R
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Uncertainty
faces China
Inc.’s projects
in Iran

Trade risk: China has so far kept silent about the business
and trade impact of the attacks. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

Reuters
BEIJING

Weeks before U.S.-Israeli strikes in Iran, wide
swathes of state-backed Chinese companies were
eyeing projects in areas from energy and heavy
industry to trade promotion, data showed,
spotlighting the risks the war presents for
business in China.

One of Iran’s closest allies and the biggest
buyer of its oil, China has so far kept silent about
the business and trade impact of the attacks,
though it condemned the U.S.-led operation as
“unacceptable” and called for restraint.

Vibrant commercial engagement

Chinese government procurement and tender
records on Iran show contracts issued in recent
months, pointing to the vibrant commercial
engagement of the two nations, though the total
size of China’s investment in the projects was not
immediately clear.

But the inclusion of many state-backed firms
suggests efforts by the world’s second largest
economy to boost ties with Iran could transmit
the business impact of the deepening Middle East
crisis beyond just the private sector.

Beijing has long backed U.S.-sanctioned
Tehran in efforts to deepen its strategic and
economic heft in the Middle East, signing a
25-year cooperation deal in 2021, though full
details were never disclosed.

China and Iran have drawn closer politically
through participation in regional blocs, but

" economic cooperation has stagnated in recent
years in the absence of benefits to China in
non-oil trade, a foreign ministry adviser said.

“China viewed the Iran protests as a
cautionary tale, due to Tehran’s domestic
economic mismanagement, governance failures
and corruption,” added the expert, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

None of the entities identified in the
documents responded to requests for comment
on the status of projects and whether recent
events had affected operations.

Steel to infrastructure

The Chinese records show contracts, some issued
or active in January and February, in areas such
as steel fabrication, transmission-level grid
equipment, hydropower commissioning,
overland freight corridors and Tehran trade
exhibitions.

Shanghai Baoye, a major engineering and
construction contractor within state-owned
China Metallurgical Group Corp, issued a tender
last month for structural steel supplies for a
project based in Iran, they showed.

It also awarded a subcontract worth 7.7 million
yuan ($1.1 million) to a local firm for
project-related equipment. Pinggao Electric,
widely associated with China’s State Grid
network, published a procurement result last
month that referred to an Iran project involving a
mobile substation, documents reviewed by
Reuters show.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

05Mar..Unce!'tainty faces Chiqa Inc.’s projects in Iran
3§ 94 S B ufaiersei w sifAfear

e Weeks before U.S.—Israeli strikes in Iran, wide swathes of state-
backed Chinese companies were eyeing projects in areas from energy
and heavy industry to trade promotion, data showed, spotlighting the
risks the war presents for business in China.
3H § SMNPI-3oRTSd gHa! I $© YIE Ugd, Isd ARG i+
U HT U I81 THE SHolt, UIRT ITNT 3R SATIR Weams= o & o
GRS TR ok I9 1 U, 3fidhs| Y Ig ATH 31T, off g A 99 &
AR} & A 3 a1 ARG BT SR Rl g

e One of Iran’s closest allies and the biggest buyer of its oil,
China has so far kept silent about the business and trade impact of the
attacks, though it condemned the U.S.-led operation as “unacceptable”
and called for restraint.

T & a9 S9! HgAIREl 7 Q T 3R 395 dd T Jad T8 WICR,
A 7 3F I 39 gHA & IR MR PRITRT YUTT TR JUit §91¢ G 3,
BT 39 SMARST & Aqa a1 ST & “sRdiprd” FaId §U waw
A DI U Bl

Vibrant commercial engagement

Tfepa arforifcas JgyIfdr

e Chinese government procurement and tender records on Iran
show contracts issued in recent months, pointing to the vibrant
commercial engagement of the two nations, though the total size of
China’s investment in the projects was not immediately clear.

W I YT I TRPRY @G 3R 38R Rl 31 & i+t § okl fhu
T e Bl feard €, S el 3w & o Aithy arforfSue qgHifirar o
3R Yord B §, STaifp 37 gfarsHrsi & 99 & A% &1 $d SeR T
WY g1 Ul

e Butthe inclusion of many state-backed firms suggests efforts by
the world’s second largest economy to boost ties with Iran could transmit
the business impact of the deepening Middle East crisis beyond just the
private sector.

AP &3 Troa gufia Hufral ot urfiert I g8 Yo firaar & & gihman
Pt g TEY TS HSHARIT GRT S & 1Y A& T & YA 7Ly gd
e & ATTHIAD YHTT B! bad fAelt & F o off ugan Iavd g1

e Beijing has long backed U.S.-sanctioned Tehran in efforts to
deepen its strategic and economic heft in the Middle East, signing a 25-
year cooperation deal in 2021, though full details were never disclosed.
i da T § smfvat ufade are Agv &1 gwdF FRar @1 § arfe
7y gd § SU= Yurifa® SR e =fad &1 9g1 I, 3R 2021 H 25-
aifa el wHEid W gweR T g, Breifd 39 q faavur St
HaSe g1 fhT Y|

e China and Iran have drawn closer politically through participation
in regional blocs, but economic cooperation has stagnated in recent
years in the absence of benefits to China in non-oil trade, a foreign
ministry adviser said.

I 3R 3 A &t Il & yrfiert & Arerd @ IoFifae ¥ 9 Uh-ga
F BT AU &, AfhT IR-dd ATUR & D B Y 7 e & R 1A &
aut & 3T AgANT 383 1 8, U8 U fae ¥l HAT0d GATg PR - Hall

e “Chinaviewed the Iran protests as a cautionary tale, due to
Tehran’s domestic economic mismanagement, governance failures
and corruption,” added the expert, who spoke on condition of anonymity.
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¢ None of the entities identified in the documents responded to requests for comment on the
status of projects and whether recent events had affected operations.

wATAl O A TS fopedt oft TRt 3 aivaerredt ot fRufa sik &1 g1ar @1 geaii A
T &1 guIfad foan B, 39 WR fewnlt & orRiy &7 sraTe et fear|

Steel to infrastructure
T | AT dF

e The Chinese records show contracts, some issued or active in January and February, in
areas such as steel fabrication, transmission-level grid equipment, hydropower
commissioning, overland freight corridors and Tehran trade exhibitions.

At TS fewm § i St ok wradt & ot a1 9ftha srgay wie fmfur, ciafimm w=
¥ firs IumT, mﬁz'%ﬂuﬁuﬁwmmweﬂummﬂﬁﬂﬁaﬁ?mw
yeRif=al o & A g8

¢ Shanghai Baoye, a major engineering and construction contractor within state-owned
China Metallurgical Group Corp, issued a tender last month for structural steel supplies
for a project based in Iran, they showed.

REIEEIE IO ) 3TeY @i arelt TTgAT Aearoiadd Ju H1d & IR T TgE FeifareT
ﬁ?ﬁﬂfﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ@?@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁmwwmﬁﬂ
ST IR T, 7 vl @

e Italso awarded a subcontract worth 7.7 million yuan ($1.1 million) to a local firm for
project-related equipment.

9 TR & Haftd SUHRon & 1T U VI Su=t o1 7.7 e gamT (s1.1
fafera) o1 Su-dar ot fean

e Pinggao Electric, widely associated with China’s State Grid network, published a
procurement result last month that referred to an Iran project involving a mobile
substation, documents reviewed by Reuters show.

s gafde®, S aue TU I A9 & We s Aead 3 931 2, A Uod 76k te @lle
TR UG far s 1 ufREisHT &1 Iweig T, SH te Aiarsd Aave 9+ i
T, U5 e §R1 &M 7T g¥ardell § dl gadl g |

_ O5Mar. Iran says it is ‘trying’ to swiftly appoint new
—— Supreme Leader

Iran says it is ‘trying’ to swiftly 's‘rr:r e Tafe ﬁgaa FH
appoint new Supreme Leader ) ﬁm’-{ g 3:1 % - e

':Q /! b ¢ Iran said on Wednesday it was trying to swiftly appoint a

new Supreme Leader after Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed
/Q /e in U.S.-Israeli strikes on the weekend.

X A FYIR P! Bl foh 98 Twreid H MR®I-swRIsa & gaal
/u)/cﬁu‘wpa- A sraTqen 3relt WAAE & AR O & €1 Seg 7141 i Al
\ _ fIgad FX &1 BRI HR @7
e “We are all trying,” said Ahmad Khatami, a member of

" the Assembly of Experts for Leadership which is responsible

Iran said on Wednesday it was trying to swiftly appoint a new :

Supreme Leader after Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed in fC‘)I’ SeIeCtmg anew Ieader”

U5 Isaeli trkes on the weekend. “We are all rying? said Abmad “GH T DI IR G ©,” TS 91 Mg WIAHT - Fgl, S
Khatami, a member of the Assembly of Experts for Leadership . w J ﬁ?ﬂ
which is responsible for selecting a new leader. AFp Assembly of Experts for LeaderShlp a; %’ Gﬁ :rq a;
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Morbi’s ceramic industry stares at a shutdown as West Asia conflict escalates
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Indian bond yield climb near 3-week high on crude spike
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War puts oil, gas imports under stress
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Investors continue selling stocks as crude gets dearer
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IRDAI sets April 1 for insurers to use Ind AS
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Morbi ceramic units face shutdown on propane supply issue
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U.S.-Iran war impacts Indian rice shipments to West Asia destinations
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Urea, DAP prices rise amid Iran war tensions, supply concerns

VM g a9 3R 3Myfd Riare & o= gfan, Siedt #t s adl

Morbi’s ceramic industry stares at a shutdown as West Asia conflict escalates

ST 0 (1 US
MO The ceramic industry

The ceramic industry in
Gujarat’s Morbi faces a po-
tential shutdown in the
next few days as gas sup-
plies from the Gulf region
remain disrupted due to
the ongoing war-like situa-
tion involving Israel, the
United States and Iran, in-
dustry representatives said
on Wednesday.

West Asia is facing mili-
tary turmoil where the U.S.
and Israeli forces are at war
against Iran, which has
closed the Strait of Hormuz
— a major passage for ves-
sels. The war has intensi-
fied since the killing of
Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, on
Saturday, in attacks carried

relies heavily on propane
or natural gas for its opera-
tions, particularly for firing
kilns and drying processes.

President of the Morbi
Ceramic Manufacturers As-
sociation (Vitrified Tiles Di-
vision), Manoj Arvadiya,
said petroleum and gas
shipments coming from
the Gulf countries had
been impacted, with con-
signments stuck at the
Strait of Hormuz, which is
under Iran’s control.

“Gas is the main fuel for
the Morbi ceramic indus-
try. Due to the current sit-
uation at the Strait of Hor-
muz, the gas supply for the
industry has stopped,” he
said.

Companies using pro-

pane gas had a maximum
stock of only three to four
days, he said.

Regarding CNG supplied
by Gujarat Gas Ltd, he said
the estimated available
stock would last about one
week.

“If the war situation per-
sists, then in the coming
week or 10 days, we will
face a situation where the
entire ceramic industry
will have to suspend opera-
tions. This is the possibility
we foresee,” he added.

Echoing similar con-
cerns, Haresh Bopaliya,
president of the Morbi Ce-
ramic Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (Wall Tiles Divi-
sion), said the supply chain
for natural gas and pro-
pane had been disturbed,
affecting the timely availa-

The ceramic industry relies heavily on propane or natural gas for its

operations. FILE PHOTO

bility of fuel to units.

“The supply chain for
natural gas and propane
has been disrupted. Be-
cause of this, the timely
supply that companies
should be receiving is not
happening,” Mr. Bopaliya
said.

He noted that propane
stock with companies was
likely to last only two to
three days, while natural
gas supply from Gujarat
Gas was estimated to conti-
nue for around 10 days.

“After that, if we do not
get propane or natural gas,

we will face the situation of
shutting down the indus-
try,” he said.

Around 600 units

Mr. Bopaliya said Morbi
currently had around 600
ceramic units and em-
ployed two to three lakh
workers.

Ceramic manufacturer
Manibhai Bavarva said
most units in Morbi were
dependent on propane
and natural gas, with near-
ly 80% using propane.

He said the propane
supply had already been
disturbed following an ac-
cident at a port in Saudi
Arabia on February 23.

“Because of that, the
propane supply has been
disturbed since then. We
were hoping that things

would improve slightly by
March 10,” he said.

“Now, because of this
war, propane supply has
nearly stopped. The gas
supply may stop complete-
ly by this evening or tomor-
row afternoon, which
could trigger an industry-
wide
added.

Former association pre-
sident Mukesh Kundariya
said the war-like situation
across the Gulf region had
led to a short supply of
fuel, including propane,
LPG and natural gas, all of

shutdown,”  he

which were being sourced
from the region.

Mr. Kundariya said the
duration of the conflict
would determine the
length of the shutdown.

“If the war continues for

one or two weeks right
now, this industry is likely
to remain shut for 30 to 45
days. If it lasts for four
weeks, the industry will
not be able to restart for
two months,” he said.

He also cautioned that
fuel prices could rise
sharply when supplies res-
ume. According to him,
survival for units would be-
come extremely difficult if
fuel prices rise in the
future.

Highlighting the em-
ployment impact, Mr. Kun-
dariya said about four lakh
labourers were directly
and indirectly dependent
on the ceramic industry in
Morbi. “If the industry
shuts down, it will definite-
ly have a direct impact on
the labourers,” he said.

O5Mar. Morbi’s ceramic industry stares at a shutdown as West Asia conflict
escalates

ufye ol Ty 91 I ARG &1 R 39T 9 81 &1 R W

The ceramic industry in Gujarat’s Morbi faces a potential shutdown in the next few days as
gas supplies from the Gulf region remain disrupted due to the ongoing war-like situation
involving Israel, the United States and Iran, industry representatives said on Wednesday.
ToRTd & HRA! &1 RRAE I 3T $o &1 & Tuifad ot &1 I HR Il § Fifd
CIS | ah Y 3 arel! A STyl goRTEa,
fRUfY & HRU IR o0 g% &, AT ST TR Y UaR $ el
West Asia is facing military turmoil where the U.S. and Israeli forces are at war against Iran,
which has closed the Strait of Hormuz — a major passage for vessels.
JYA-GYT BT ATHT HR 8T § og!
IS | B, for Sgreit & fore e vig o e T g1 &1 &g o< fean g
The war has intensified since the killing of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
on Saturday, in attacks carried out by the U.S.
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The ceramic industry relies heavily on propane or natural gas for its operations,
particularly for firing kilns and drying processes.

RRfires IeT o= Tarer & e faviy w0 9 fee (ufga) & Sam ok gum &t ufsarsit
& fore WO a1 wrefae A9 R srafiies R axar gl

President of the Morbi Ceramic Manufacturers Association (Vitrified Tiles Division),
Manoj Arvadiya, said petroleum and gas shipments coming from the Gulf countries had
been impacted, with consignments stuck at the Strait of Hormuz, which is under Iran’s
control.

AR R dgthaer THifRkess eTsed f&die) & sregel AT SRaTfsan
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“Gas is the main fuel for the Morbi ceramic industry.

T AR RRAre 3 & i g7 S B

Due to the current situation at the Strait of Hormuz, the gas supply for the industry has
stopped,” he said.

W TP g &1 adar Rl & BRor 3@ & g 19 @1 o1y 4 & 718 3,7 36 el
Companies using propane gas had a maximum stock of only three to four days, he said.
351 Fel o WU A BT ITANT B aTet HU- & Ui fIHad Had aF 9 IR fad &1
wId gl

Regarding CNG supplied by Gujarat Gas Ltd, he said the estimated available stock would
last about one week.

ToRTd 19 forfiRes grT myfcf ot o archt Weaeht & aR & I Fel for Suasy s
I TTHT TH e % Id Fhdl ¢

“If the war situation persists, then in the coming week or 10 days, we will face a situation
where the entire ceramic industry will have to suspend operations.

“gfe gg &1 UMY 91 Y&t 8, <Y 31 aTal Ueh e a1 10 fot o g9 Uit fRufay 1 g s
TS gl X1 R ST 30T e fAefad F=ar aem|

This is the possibility we foresee,” he added.

I e, “UE 6! YT & o gH AW R & 1"

Echoing similar concerns, Haresh Bopaliya, president of the Morbi Ceramic Manufacturers
Association (Wall Tiles Division), said the supply chain for natural gas and propane had
been disturbed, affecting the timely availability of fuel to units.

e R 3 RiTaT B e el 5T AR R A-gihoard TaiRezH @re
ﬁ;aﬁm%awasﬁaﬁmm%mﬁ?wmﬂvaﬁvﬁﬂqﬁ&mmaﬁ%ﬁn%
2, o SaTsal &) WHa WR S &1 Iudsdl UHTd 85 8
The supply chain for natural gas and propane has been disrupted.

%ﬂ 3R AU &) Syl ggren STl &) S B
Because of this, the timely supply that companies should be receiving is not happening,” Mr.
Bopaliya said.
U HRU HUFT B S T TR yfef firet anfge o, ag 78t gt ur <@t 8, ot shurferan 3 wgnl
He noted that propane stock with companies was likely to last only two to three days, while
natural gas supply from Gujarat Gas was estimated to continue for around 10 days.

I5i Far fob HUal & U U T Ie T Had ol I i e db & Il Tl 8, Sleih
ToRTd A9 § Urpfas T $t myfef @ 10 ot g oY 36 &1 3 A B

“After that, if we do not get propane or natural gas, we will face the situation of shutting
down the industry,” he said.

“ITF T1E Iie g WU a1 Urpfae TR 72t iy 8, af g6 SN o & 1 FRUf &1 I
HT TS, I8i- Pl

Around 600 units

THIHT 600 HTIAT

Mr. Bopaliya said Morbi currently had around 600 ceramic units and employed two to three
lakh workers.
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e Ceramic manufacturer Manibhai Bavarva said most units in Morbi were dependent on
propane and natural gas, with nearly 80% using propane. ]
Ry Fafar afdruTE aravar 3 ool 6 Aivdl @ e goal v iR urefae A W
R §, FoF8 & AT 80% Wit ST ITANT et 5 |

e He said the propane supply had already been disturbed following an accident at a port in
Saudi Arabia on February 23.

I HT [ 23 BRAR! B TSl 3RT & TP qG1NE W g5 gue & aIG o W B myfet
Ugd € I B gl B

o “Because of that, the propane supply has been disturbed since then.
‘ISP HRU TS I WU Pt Tgfed 18 1 778 3|

e We were hoping that things would improve slightly by March 10,” he said.
&9 IHie AR T8 A % 10 U a& fRufq A1t ger st IgiA &gl

o “Now, because of this war, propane supply has nearly stopped.
“3d 39 & P BRI YU BT 3TYf T ¥ T8 1

e The gas supply may stop completely by this evening or tomorrow afternoon, which could
trigger an industry-wide shutdown,” he added.

3514 HET b T Bt STl 311 A A1 Sl GIURR b Y3 e 8¢ ol Habell o, Forad IR T
# 7 1 R Saet & Tt B

e Former association president Mukesh Kundariya said the war-like situation across the Gulf
region had led to a short supply of fuel, including propane, LPG and natural gas, all of
which were being sourced from the region.
ﬁwﬁw el Yh=T P IRAT A HET b WISt & T g ot FRRUMY & HROT 90, werdieh

WIpfa® A9 Ifed S99 1 HH G TR 8, Gﬁﬂlﬁg?ﬁ%sr?rwmm?% |

e Mr. Kundariya said the duration of the conflict would determine the length of the shutdown.
it Haikar = Fel fos wad & 3afd g dct Hi 3fafd qg St

o “If the war continues for one or two weeks right now, this industry is likely to remain shut for
30to 45 days.
“gfe g ol TP 1 <1 TwIg d RY gl §, al T8 TN 30 A 45 f&=l I dig 38 el 5

e Ifitlasts for four weeks, the industry will not be able to restart for two months,” he said.
T U8 IR WATE deb Faiel 8, Al SeT &l Wl dab iR A &= =1l & urwem,” S el

e He also cautioned that fuel prices could rise sharply when supplies resume.
3517 g W Aararit <l o Sia omgfcf bR & & gl ot E41 ot BIAd ot I §¢ Jhdll 5

e According to him, survival for units would become extremely difficult if fuel prices rise in the

future.
o ST R R v T e o R w6 el R
Sfad X811 98¢ Hid g S|

e Highlighting the employment impact, Mr. Kundariya said
about four lakh labourers were directly and indirectly dependent
on the ceramic industry in Morbi.

AR TR UG DI I9R Hd g4 A HaiRar A Fgl i T T IR

gmw@ﬁsh?m&rw@rma?wmwﬁﬁ
|

Indian bond vield climb near e “Ifthe industry shuts down, it will definitely have a direct

impact on the labourers,” he said.

3-week high on crude spike % FET 9 € S 2, o ST e g Ao} IR TR 3R

Indian government bond yields climbed to an Gl
almost a three-week high in afternoon trade on
Wednesday, tracking a sharp spike in global
crude oil prices amid escalating tensions in the
Middle East. The yield on the benchmark 10-year ; ; ; _ ;
government security rose to 6.7112%, its highest O5Mar.Indian bond yield climb near 3-week high on

level since February 20, say market participants. ~ crude spike

Traders said surge in crude prices, particularly aﬁ aﬂtﬁﬁ. J 9 I_m =) !ﬂc_ﬁr
Brent crude nearing $85/barrel, triggered sell-off ﬁ aﬁ ﬁ 39Td ﬁ dl-s 3-
in domestic bonds, pushing yields higher. e JdTe a; I TR a; W
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e Indian government bond yields climbed to an almost a three-week high in afternoon trade
on Wednesday, tracking a sharp spike in global crude oil prices amid escalating tensions in
the Middle East.

YR WRPRI 9IS dies §UYIR D! GIUEY & HRIGR J AT 9 T8 & 3 WX R Ugd
T2, St weg qd B ggd 919 & 19 AfYd Fe | B PHal § O IS BT IR0 R g A

e The yield on the benchmark 10-year government security rose to 6.7112%, its highest
level since February 20, say market participants.

ST 10-adfa TR ufayfa o1 dice TedR 6.7112% B TS, S 20 WA & 91¢ ST
T T R 8, U1 IToIR Afuirat &1 w81

e Traders said a surge in crude prices, particularly Brent crude nearing $85/barrel, triggered
sell-off in domestic bonds, pushing yields higher.

¢ 7 Bl & = 99 BT FHA! J IS, AT U J de S & $85 Ufd A & B9

War puts oil, gas
imports under stress

Many unloaded Indian oil tankers and gas carriers are awaiting orders

from oil companies to proceed to other ports for alternative sources

Kalyanaraman M.
CHENNAI

he escalating war in
T West Asia is putting

India’s oil and gas
imports under stress with
tankers and gas carriers
bound for India stranded
in Persian Gulf and Qatar
shutting down its Liquified
Natural Gas (LNG) produc-
tion facility.

Some 200 international-
ly-trading crude oil and
product  tankers are
stranded in the Persian
Gulf following a total stop-
page of ship movement
across the Strait of Hor-
muz, as per Lloyds List In-
telligence. Their data
shows while China’s Sino-
kor has the most ships
stranded among all own-
ers, Indian government-
owned Shipping Corpora-
tion of India (SCI) too is a
leading owner whose as-
sets are stranded.

Stranded at sea
SCI ships with cargo carry-
ing capacity of almost eight
lakh tonne are stranded.
Sanmar Shipping has ships
with 3 lakh tonne of cargo
capacity there. At least 22
Indian flagged oil tankers
and gas carriers with al-
most 400 Indian seafarers
onboard are stranded in
Persian Gulf, said Anil Dev-
li, CEO of Indian National
Shipowners’ Association.
More than 35 Indian
flagged ships are in the re-
gion, he said.

All of India’s Liquified
Petroleum Gas (LPG)

War effect: SCI ships with cargo carrying capacity of almost eight
lakh tonne are stranded. REUTERS

needs are imported from
Qatar and Saudi Arabia
and they have been
stressed too.

The Indian government
has said that India is in a
‘reasonably comfortable
position’ with 25 days of
crude oil in reserves not in-
cluding the emergency-
earmarked Special Petro-
leum Reserve and two to
three weeks of LNG re-
serves. The government
has assured that it had al-
ready been looking at di-
versifying LPG supplies.

Overall, the Indian flag
has some 140 oil tankers
and gas carriers. Many un-
loaded Indian oil tankers
and gas carriers are await-
ing orders from oil compa-
nies to proceed to other
ports for alternative sourc-
es, said Mr. Devli.

Saudi Arabia is seeking
to pipe fuel supplies to its
ports on the Red Sea such
as Yanbu as alternative ex-
port points, says Mr. Devli,
adding ships calling on

those ports, however, run
the risk of being targeted
by Houthis.

Qatar has halted LNG
production after its facili-
ties came under attack
amid the ongoing West
Asia conflict, disrupting
supplies to India.

India, which depends
on longterm LNG con-
tracts with Qatar for 40%
of its annual natural gas
needs, has seen a tempor-
ary suspension of cargoes.

CNG prices to double?
While some industrial us-
ers can switch to alterna-
tive but costlier fuels, the
CNG-retailing city gas sec-
tor warned of severe
stress. City gas distribution
operators said replacing
contracted Qatari volumes
with spot LNG priced at
more than double the con-
tracted rate could erode
CNG’s price advantage and
result in a permanent shift
of customers to EVs.

(With PTI inputs)

TR H1fere © R STeTs % gU B
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O5Mar.War puts oil, gas imports under
stress

g 9 a9 3T T 3MaTd W g1

¢ Many unloaded Indian oil tankers and gas
carriers are awaiting orders from oil companies to
proceed to other ports for alternative sources.

P SR BT SAR PR I3 & Al d ABfeud Hidl &
forT 8= da=TTRl i 3R o Heb |

e The escalating war in West Asia is putting
India’s oil and gas imports under stress with
tankers and gas carriers bound for India stranded
in the Persian Gulf and Qatar shutting down its
Liguified Natural Gas (LNG) production facility.
uf$w efRrn o sear g YR & 99 3R A9 mard
TR 19 ST 8T § i HRA BT 3R S @ TH 3R
9 are® BRY $1 @E J A gU T 3R Paw A
3 Aot d WIpfa® A (LNG) STe JfaeT s
R

e Some 200 internationally-trading crude oil
and product tankers are stranded in the Persian
Gulf following a total stoppage of ship movement
across the Strait of Hormuz, as per Lloyds List
Intelligence.
Londs List Intelligence & SR TITHIT 200

STIR HA 914 F= qef IR TG S

TRE BT WIS H Bl §U & HI1h T TASHEHEA
BSESIE S{WGI@U;@WWTF&C

e Their data shows while China’s Sinokor has
the most ships stranded among all owners, Indian
government-owned Shipping Corporation of
India (SCI) too is a leading owner whose assets are
stranded.

3% b Sl & AR Sgl 94 Bt Sinokor & I
3 TS Bd U §, To! HIRA WRPR P HWIirea
arelt Shipping Corporation of India (SCI) e
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Stranded at sea

g% § B3 Were

SCI ships with cargo carrying capacity of almost eight lakh tonnes are stranded.

T TS AR 1 TTd G &1 &l aTd SCI &b STgTol Bl gU & |
Sanmar Shipping has ships with 3 lakh tonnes of cargo capacity there.

Sanmar Shipping %ﬁaﬁeﬂqmﬂwaﬁﬁmwwﬁﬁﬁ%

At least 22 Indian flagged oil tankers and gas carriers with almost 400 Indian seafarers
onboard are stranded in the Persian Gulf, said Anil Devli, CEO of Indian National

Shipowners’ Association.

Indian National Shipowners’ Association % CEO 3ifAd %.a?ﬂ Gl Fel foo & J HH 22
YRR o1 AT dd b 3R A A8, o TR T 400 URAHT IS WaR &, BRY B
S A A gU B
More than 35 Indian flagged ships are in the region, he said.

3I2I Fel o 30 & 7 35 W 3if¥e URAIY @l aTdt g™ HiSg ]

All of India’s Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) needs are imported from Qatar and Saudi
Arabia and they have been stressed too.

YRd &1 aveltpd USIad A (LPG) &t Tft ST v 3R A<l SRT J Td o
St § 3R 39 R it gag usT B |
The Indian government has said that India is in a ‘reasonably comfortable position’ with
25 days of crude oil in reserves not including the emergency-earmarked Special Petroleum
Reserve and two to three weeks of LNG reserves.

YRR TRPR A g1 ¢ [ YRA ‘BTWI g6 ab ARTHGHES FRUfer T § Fifds 3P U 25
fe &1 = A9 BT WeR B, RBrEd siurderd= fadiy IgRaw HeR Wiy el 7, iR A
T g BT LNG HSR i Juas |
The government has assured that it had already been looking at diversifying LPG supplies.
WEBR F MY e 8 i 98 ugd ¥ 8t LPG Smyfet & fafaefidzor v &1 3R & 5
Overall, the Indian flag has some 140 oil tankers and gas carriers.

Fd FTTHR YRR @991 & 3fad TTHT 140 96 ¢ 3R A 8@ o
Many unloaded Indian oil tankers and gas carriers are awaiting orders from oil companies
to proceed to other ports for alternative sources, said Mr. Devli.

STl A g1 fob Fs Wil HRATT 9 Shr 3R T 918 dd HUfal & S BT SAoR B
B & 1 d Ipferd |idl & 117 31 SaXTTR1 BT 3R S G |
Saudi Arabia is seeking to pipe fuel supplies to its ports on the Red Sea such as Yanbu as
alternative export points, says Mr. Devli, adding ships calling on those ports, however, run
the risk of being targeted by Houthis.

TSdt IR e SMYf B! AT RR & U FSTMG! oIl g A UISUais § Joi &t
P H LT 7 Ifeh I8 dbietrdp fafd fig sHrar 51 T, aett 3 ol Afe agi o aral
STgToll 1 IR gRT =11 SHIT S o7 WeRT 8T B
Qatar has halted LNG production after its facilities came under attack amid the ongoing
West Asia conflict, disrupting supplies to India.
a3 ol Ty & i 3% T W gHd & 91 Fa¥ F LNG IdTed A 3 3,
YRT &1 3ATYfc F1ferd g1 718 & |
India, which depends on long-term LNG contracts with Qatar for 40% of its annual
natural gas needs, has seen a temporary suspension of cargoes.

YR, 51 301 a1ffep WTpfae TR Bt 40% ATaRAHT & AU HaR & A1y SrDIferd LNG
Srgael W R 8, 3 &l @ ol U S g

CNG prices to double?

FIT CNG DI BId grHT g2

While some industrial users can switch to alternative but costlier fuels, the CNG-retailing
city gas sector warned of severe stress.

wgmmwwmémﬁwwm%wmw
Y T &1 7 7R gara B A R
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o City gas distribution operators said replacing contracted Qatari volumes with spot LNG
priced at more than double the contracted rate could erode CNG’s price advantage and
result in a permanent shift of customers to EVs.

&Y A faawor sifavext A Fe1 5

SIS B LNG HIEAT &I Wie LNG I dgaT, forget

DT SFafed X A SR A 3URIF 8, CNG Bt BAd Hath 9gd & T B IHdl § 3R
e & Wl w0 § gafee® arg=l (EVs) B 3R HIS Tl g

Investors continue
selling stocks as

crude gets dearer
GS il Economy |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Indian investors continued
selling, triggering the
benchmark indices to tum-
ble for the second consecu-
tive session as oil prices
surged on closure of Strait
of Hormuz.

Benchmarks Nifty 50
and Sensex 30 closed at
24,480.50 and 79,116.19,
down 1.6% and 1.4% res-
pectively on Wednesday,
responding to oil surge.

Nifty 50, where the vol-
ume is the highest, opened
at 24,388.80, down over
2% from the previous
close, slid to the day’s low
of 24,305.40 and hit the
day’s high of 24,602.45 be-
fore reaching the close.

Twenty of the 21 secto-

ral indices declined, some
of them crashing by more
than 3% in a session. Only
IT index improved by a
marginal 0.1%.

The rupee, meanwhile,
closed at ¥92.05 a dollar, a
fresh low, after the sus-
tained increase in oil pric-
es. This is a 7.3% deprecia-
tion from 3¥85.47 a dollar in
March 2025. Currency ana-
lysts say that this volatility
is expected to continue in
case of a sustained tension
in the region.

“Indian rupee recorded
its steepest two-session de-
cline since May 2025, as
soaring energy prices in-
tensified fears of persistent
inflation and a widening
trade deficit,” said Dilip
Parmar, research analyst,
at HDFC Securities.

O5Mar.Investors continue selling stocks as
crude gets dearer

Pl dd P A 311 4 Fowe IwR 994 @

e Investors continue selling stocks as crude gets
dearer.
f4a=1% F=d a9 & He M BH P BRI AR 994 3 |

¢ Indian investors continued selling, triggering the
benchmark indices to tumble for the second consecutive
session as oil prices surged on closure of Strait of Hormuz.
YR A=) A fowt SRt 3@, o daurdh qaaie
Wﬁb{ﬂﬁf{mw?ﬁﬁﬁ?&ralt of Hormuz %aasﬁﬁ
a9 3t DI 9¢ TS|

e Benchmarks Nifty 50 and Sensex 30 closed at
24,480.50 and 79,116.19, down 1.6% and 1.4% respectively
on Wednesday, responding to oil surge.
ST Nifty 50 3R Sensex 30 FUTAR B HHT: 24,480.50
3R 79,116.19 TR §¢ U, S dd B P & IBTA & HRUI
1.6% 3R 1.4% = 33|

e Nifty 50, where the volume is the highest, opened at
24,388.80, down over 2% from the previous close, slid to the
day’s low of 24,305.40 and hit the day’s high of 24,602.45
before reaching the close.
Nifty 50, STeT aTeqH Tay 31 BT §, 24,388.80 TR JalT Sl
O da 9 2% 9 31fde i o, fﬁv‘{ﬁ‘rr%:q\'—mwm 305.40
I fIRT 3R &€ 819 ¥ Ugd 24,602.45 & I WR dd Ugdl|

e Twenty of the 21 sectoral indices declined, some of them crashing by more than 3% in a

session.

21 AT RA GaBid! 4 9 20 H FR1ae 31E, M8 ¥ $8 U 8 9 8 3% 9 ofd% AR Uy

e Only the IT index improved by a marginal 0.1%.

&Had

TS GBI T AT 0.1% DI Iig G|

e The rupee, meanwhile, closed at ¥92.05 a dollar, a fresh low, after the sustained increase in
oil prices.

S d19 BUAT TAR d6dT ad DAl & 971G 292,05 Uid TR R sg g3fl, St Te =41 faen

TR B

e Thisis a 7.3% depreciation from ¥85.47 a dollar in March 2025.
Tg AT 2025 T ¥85.47 Ufd STeR ¥ 7.3% ¥t ARTae c=Miar gl

e Currency analysts say that this volatility is expected to continue in case of a sustained
tension in the region.

qat

fazeiue! &1 B & P afe &7 7 9T 9771 Y81 § 4l I8 SIfRRdT 9kl 7| Ihd! 2|

e ‘“Indian rupee recorded its steepest two-session decline since May 2025, as soaring energy
prices intensified fears of persistent inflation and a widening trade deficit,” said Dilip
Parmar, research analyst, at HDFC Securities.

HDFC Securities %ﬁﬂif

fazdues feehiu wwHR 3 Fa1 fF Ted el FHal & FRU TR

YERWIA 3R 6d SATUR U1 S SATRAGI3M & &9 YRR ST 5 U 2025 & 96 I JII ool
31 fiRTae oo o)
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IRDAI sets April 1 for
insurers to use Ind As

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authori-
ty of India (IRDAI) pro-
posed April 1 for insurers
to adopt Indian Account-
ing Standards (Ind AS).

The date will be applica-
ble to all categories of in-
surers, including life, gen-
eral, health insurers and
re-insurers, IRDAI said,
placing an exposure draft
and a consultation paper
in the public domain for
comments.

The move is aimed at
promoting more consisten-
cy, transparency and com-
parability in financial re-
porting across the
insurance sector in align-
ment with globally-accept-
ed norms while preserving
regulatory prudence and
safeguarding policyholder
interests, IRDAI said.

The framework has
been developed after com-
prehensive  engagement
with insurers. The steps
are intended to aid smooth
transition to Ind AS-based
financial reporting.

O5Mar.IRDAI sets April 1 for insurers to use
Ind AS

IRDA A SHTHarsfi & fIT Ind AS AR HA
24 1 3ria a9 fear

e The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) proposed April 1 for insurers
to adopt Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS).

fawra wiftre=ur (1IRDAI A
dreratelt & for YRR SGT 7IF® (Ind AS) 31T
2d 1 30d FT IRdTa 39T |

e The date will be applicable to all categories of
insurers, including life, general, health insurers and
re-insurers, IRDAI said, placing an exposure draft and
a consultation paper in the public domain for
comments.

IRDAI 7 &g f gg fafy 9t ypR & farematsi
M §, 3R 39 Iy § TaUIeR STUE qul
gmﬂwﬁaﬁmﬁwﬁaﬁ%mﬁrﬁ%ﬁmww
|

e The move is aimed at promoting more consistency, transparency and comparability in
financial reporting across the insurance sector in alignment with globally-accepted
norms while preserving regulatory prudence and safeguarding policyholder interests,
IRDAI said.
IRDAI & 3FI9R 39 HeH &I Ie-g dtur & o faxfta Raifén & it dwifa, urefRiar siw
Fa-ITar & gga1 &1 8, o Ay U A Wipd A®! & 3T 81, 1Y & et
bl T 781 3R Uity R®! & fEal o1 e H1 5|

e The framework has been developed after comprehensive engagement with insurers.

g ST SIHTPdra & ATY STYh WRTHR & §1¢ fabRid fear T g1

e The steps are intended to aid smooth transition to Ind AS-based financial reporting.

Morbi ceramic units
face shutdown on
propane supply issue

AHMEDABAD

Morbi in Gujarat, which ac-
counts for 80-90% of In-
dia’s ceramic production,
is staring at an unprece-
dented fuel crisis triggered
by the U.S.-Iran conflict.

About 300 units run-
ning on propane are likely
to start shutting down from
Wednesday night or Thurs-
day as propane supplies
dry up and natural gas allo-
cations are cut.

“If the propane supply
stops, then 70% of the un-
its in Morbi are expected to
shut operations. These un-
its are expected to start

Almost 70% of Morbi ceramic
units run on propane.

shutting down from Wed-
nesday night or Thursday,”
said Manoj Arvadiya, presi-
dent (vitrified tiles divi-
sion), Morbi Ceramic Ma-
nufacturers Association.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

39 HcHl B 35T Ind AS Ty fa=ha fRaifér ot ok

Fare ufkad= # Temd e 2|

O5Mar.Morbi ceramic units face shutdown on
propane supply issue

STYfd THET & HRUT AR RRS
TP W g 511 FT Hae

e Morbi in Gujarat, which accounts for 80-90% of
India’s ceramic production, is staring at an
unprecedented fuel crisis triggered by the U.S.-Iran
conflict.

ToIRTd &1 HIRET, St HIRd & 80-90% RRFA® Iaure &
fore omieR €, smfveT-S wud ¥ Iud sryayd gu
TPpe HT AT IR @1 5

e About 300 units running on propane are likely to
start shutting down from Wednesday night or Thursday
as propane supplies dry up and natural gas allocations
are cut. ]

WF TR Ia aTell TRTHIT 300 SHIAT §UYTR d 9T TFaR
I ¥ BT = & Jobat § I WA Y 3MYfef Ter 8) I8t
8 IR WIpfa® 1 3irdes ¥ FHerdl &1 o1 @1 ¢

e “If the propane supply stops, then 70% of the
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units in Morbi are expected to shut operations. ]
“Tfe TUT Bt STYfel b ST &, Ol HIRAL BT 70% SHISAT YA G PR Hi WG ¢

e These units are expected to start shutting down from Wednesday night or Thursday,” said
Manoj Arvadiya, president (vitrified tiles division), Morbi Ceramic Manufacturers
Association.

Y THISTT FUAR I T THAR Y 8¢ g1 TR B Gl 6, T4 AR Rfires A=gthaasd

TEIRRE & fafewiss ersw fediem & siemer aiwr sRarfear = &al

U.S.-Iran war impacts Indian rice
shipments to West Asia destinations

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

Export of rice, which is
mainly basmati varieties,
to west Asian countries is
suspended following the
U.S., Iran, Israel war.

Satish Goel, president of
the All India Rice Expor-
ters Association, said of the
nearly six million tonne of
annual basmati rice ex-
ports, 70% to 75% go to the
west Asian countries. Of
this, about one million
tonne goes to Iran.

All exports to Iran and
other west Asian countries
have stopped completely.
There are goods in the
ships that are stranded and
at the ports. At a meeting
with the Central govern-
ment officials on Tuesday,
the Association sought re-

Choppy waters: All exports to Iran and other west Asian countries
have stopped completely. REUTERS

view of demurrage costs.

Largest buyers

The Indian Rice Exporters
Federation national presi-
dent Prem Garg told The
Hindu that Iran, Saudi Ara-
bia, Iraq and the UAE are
among the largest buyers

of Indian basmati rice and
the exports are usually
high between October and
March every year.

The Federation has is-
sued an advisory to its
members to not undertake
new cost, insurance and
freight commitments for

the west Asian destinations
and, wherever feasible, to
conclude sales on free on
board terms. Ship fuel
price last Friday was $480
a barrel and on Wednesday
$925 a barrel. So, freight
costs have shot up. Con-
tainer and bulk vessel
availability are also hit.

Between April-Decem-
ber 2025, exports to west
Asia totalled 3.90 million
tonne and 7.6 million
tonne were shipped to Afri-
ca. Iran increased its sourc-
ing in the last two months
and is expected to have
stocks that will last for a
couple of months.

Basmati wholesale pric-
es rose 10-15% past month
and heightened volatility
in basmati prices is expect-
ed in the coming days, the
Federation said.

O5Mar. U.S.-Iran war impacts Indian rice shipments to West Asia destinations

SARPT-INH & o1 Uiy TR & fore yRda aaa Rude w® yue

e Export of rice, which is mainly basmati varieties, to west Asian countries is suspended
following the U.S., Iran, Israel war.
A o1 i, o g © Q arend Rt 31 2, ST, S 3k g9RiEd ¥ 9w ¥ 91
m@m@maxm foreifaa o= fem man g1

e Satish Goel, president of the All India Rice Exporters Association, said of the nearly six
million tonnes of annual basmati rice exports, 70% to 75% go to west Asian countries.

3ifer $FEaT 5 TauIcH THfieRE & siemel Wl e A Hgl fob oy B8 il e
e ST 9rad fFratd 7 ¥ 70%  75% Ui eimmg 3= o S g
e Of this, about one million tonnes goes to Iran.
T ¥ @TH U TR e R &I ST g
o All exports to Iran and other west Asian countries have stopped completely.
3 3R 37 ufE vRrrg 3= &1 g aren gt fafa ot ave v W g

e There are goods in the ships that are stranded and at the ports.

SIETSl § T HET g3 7 3R demel | off sreawt gan gl
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At a meeting with the Central government officials on Tuesday, the Association sought
review of demurrage costs.

;mwﬁﬁﬁuw%ﬁwﬁﬁ%mumﬁwﬁwﬁmmﬁw&n
O &t

Largest buyers

Y g8 WIIER

Urea, DAP prices rise amid Iran
war tensions, supply concerns
EGS IIl: Economy |

Prabhudatta Mishra
NEW DELHI

With the prices of crude oil
and liquefied natural gas
(LNG) trending upward,
fertilizer prices have also
followed suit. As demand is
expected to rise in the
coming days, particularly
for urea and its key feed-
stock LNG due to India’s
upcoming sowing season,
experts fear current dis-
ruptions could push urea
prices beyond $1,000 per
tonne. This follows state-
ments from U.S. President
Donald Trump suggesting
the conflict could last more
than four to five weeks.

DAP, urea prices

“DAP is likely to cost at
least $1,000 per tonne
(FOB), up from around

The Indian Rice Exporters Federation national president Prem Garg told The Hindu that
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the UAE are among the largest buyers of Indian basmati rice
and the exports are usually high between October and March every year.

ST I3 TRUIE BevwH & AP sieel U T A ¢ fig ) warn fob 53, aadt
3RT, I 3R U3 R ST I19d & T8 g8 WIRI A € 3R fFafd smdRk m &R
I SFgaR | AT & s 3ifies g gl

The Federation has issued an advisory to its members to not undertake new cost,
insurance and freight commitments for the west Asian destinations and, wherever
feasible, to conclude sales on free on board terms.

HSIRM A 30 Yew! & ufdm TR tiaedt & forg 9 anma, dan ok ArauTsT
WﬁﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁwmqﬁmﬁWWﬁ
|
Ship fuel price last Friday was $480 a barrel and on Wednesday $925 a barrel.
SIETS $U Ft PId IS YHaR $480 Ul R ft 3R gUaR oY $925 ufer SRa &1 15 |
So, freight costs have shot up.
ST ATAHTST ARTA oot 9 §¢ 7S o |
Contalner and bulk vessel availability are also hit.
3R e STl B Iuastar ot gHIfad g3 3

Between April-December 2025, exports to west Asia totalled 3.90 million tonne and 7.16
million tonne were shipped to Africa.

3e-fedaR 2025 & &= ufyw eir &) 3.90 fArferas e Rafa fvar mar 8k 7.16 fafera
T SMBIHT I YT T

Iran increased its sourcing in the last two months and is expected to have stocks that will
last for a couple of months.

%ﬁgﬁﬁqﬁﬁmwm%@?mwwmwaﬁwmﬁ
|

Basmati wholesale prices rose 10-15% past month and heightened volatility in basmati
prices is expected in the coming days, the Federation said.

FHA! & 4P g fUsd 78 10—
15% 96 T4 & 3R 3 ara fat o

T Pl | Siftre IaR-Ied
B B IHTTT 8, TTT BeveH - Sl

O5Mar. Urea, DAP prices rise
amid Iran war tensions,
supply concerns

g a9 3R 3myfe
farsit & & gfvar, Sodt #t
Association of India (FAI)

show urea sales in India in

April-December  2025-26 °

tion of raw materials. Mo-
rocco holds 70% of the
world’s phosphate re-
serves while Canada and
Belarus are the primary
producers of potash. Nota-
bly, global urea prices pre-
viously breached the
$1,000 mark in early 2022
and exceeded $900 per
tonne in 2021.

Data from the Fertiliser

Price wars: A farm worker applies fertilizer at a paddy field at
Mankara in Palakkad of Kerala. K. K. MUSTAFAH

With the prices of crude oil

$850 last week, while urea
may take longer to breach
the $1,000 mark (CFR),”
said a fertilizer industry
expert. They added Egypt
had finalised deals to buy
urea at $492 per tonne just
days before the U.S.-Israel
alliance launched military
action against Iran, which
triggered an immediate

price spike to $530 per
tonne.

Egypt had also finalised
DAP purchases at $750 per
tonne around February 19.

Since fertilizers are not
traded on commodity ex-
changes, prices are largely
determined by suppliers
based on demand and the
geographical concentra-

increased 3.8% to 31.16 mil-
lion tonne (mt), compared
with 30.02 mt in the same
period last year. However,
local output for the same
period fell 3% to 22.44 mt
while imports surged
85.3% to 8 mt.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

and liguefied natural gas (LNG)
trending upward, fertilizer prices
have also followed suit.

o dd R FdlPpd Urpfas T4
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(LNG) 3 Bd § seiadl & I Idve ) Fiod oft ag 7 T

e Asdemand is expected to rise in the coming days, particularly for urea and its key feedstock
LNG due to India’s upcoming sowing season, experts fear current disruptions could push
urea prices beyond $1,000 per tonne.
3T aTal et & | 96 1 IuiiG 8, faxiva gfear ok 39% = $=d A1 LNG &1, Fifh
YR PT AT FaTs TRIT 371 97T 3, SHF fARwsi &1 31=idhT § 3 HicleT sraur givar
Pt BIAdl BT $1,000 Ui T I HW U THd ¢ |

e This follows statements from U.S. President Donald Trump suggested the sentence could
last more than four to ve weeks.
Tg vt SIHTeS 3U & 39 99 & qIe 311 ¢ Forgd &gl 741 o g wud IR |
Ui g § I Tl B |

DAP, urea prices

Studt, gfvar & Siad

o “DAP is likely to cost at least $1,000 per tonne (FOB), up from around $850 last week, while
urea may take longer to breach the $1,000 mark (CFR),” said a fertilizer industry expert.
e Id® I FA=wg 3 Hel [ STeht ot i 9 T &9 $1,000 Ufd @ (FOB) &1 Tavel!
2, S Ul Iwrg aHI $850 Y, Safes GRAT BT $1,000 (CFR) P &R B UR A H 31D
T A T g

e They added Egypt had « nalised deals to buy urea at $492 per tonne just days before the
U.S.-Israel alliance launched military action against Iran, which triggered an immediate
price spike to $530 per tonne.
I o {6 e 7 $492 wfay @7 ot @R 3 givar wdig & 9t 39 Ty sifen w1 fou 3 o
SANPI-IERISH TS A I & AP V=T PRATE X A J $S 7 Uga, s a1g
DA gd IR $530 Ui e 81 TS|

e Egypt had also * nalised DAP purchases at $750 per tonne around February 19.
1 9 10 BRat & MU $750 Ul e &t R 4 Stedt &1 @Wig o sifaw wu & ot

e Since fertilizers are not traded on commodity exchanges, prices are largely determined by
suppliers based on demand and the geographical concentration of raw materials.
Hich I HHIFSE TRTAWI IR AR &1 [bU d, SHAY DA G ¥ ¥ Syfefepatsil
SR AAT 3R F= UTd &b WM faaror & snyR R 99 &t St §

e Morocco holds 70% of the world’s phosphate reserves while Canada and Belarus are the
primary producers of potash.
HRGD! & TN R & 70% BIehe HSR ¢ Said HTST R JaR=H IeT=T & Tgd
IAUTES &

e Notably, global urea prices previously breached the $1,000 mark in early 2022 and
exceeded $900 per tonne in 2021.
Iecra1a g for af¥e givar #iad ugd 2022 B w3 & $1,000 & TR B UR IR IH! §
3R 2021 & $900 wfd 21 ¥ 31fA g TS |

o Data from the Fertiliser Association of India (FAI) show urea sales in India in April-
December 2025-26 increased 3.8% to 31.16 million tonne (mt), compared with 30.02 mt in
the same period last year.

3AT® ST (FAI) F MBS & AR MA-FATaR 2025-26 T HRA A

gfear faet 3.8% Fgd~ 31.16 FURMA & (mt) 81 715, Taie Uz 9 <3t sraf & 98 30.02

mt &
e However, local output for the same period fell 3% to 22.44 mt while imports surged 85.3%
to 8 mt.
BTl ST 3fafd T TR IS 3% USH 22.44 mt I8 7T SIa(h ATATA 85.3% FGH 8 mt
BT
GS Paper I1l: S&T,
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India ranks second globally
in childhood obesity: study

China, India and the US. each have over 10 million children with obesity; the World Obesity Atlas’

report highlights risk factors such as poor physical activity levels and sub-optimal breastfeeding

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

early 15 million chil-

dren aged five to

nine and more than
26 million children aged 10
to 19 in India were over-
weight or obese in 2025,
according to the World
Obesity Atlas, 2026 re-
leased on World Obesity
Day, which falls on March
4

The World Obesity Fed-
eration, a global organisa-
tion focused on obesity,
warned that the world was
set to miss the 2025 global
target to halve the rise in
childhood obesity. Though
the deadline is now being
extended to 2030, most
countries remain off track,
and India is no exception,
it said.

Over 200  million
school-age children aged
five to 19 who are over-
weight and living with
obesity are concentrated
in just 10 countries across
the world. By the end of
2025, eight countries were
projected to have over 10
million children with high
Body Mass Index (BMI).
China, India and the Unit-
ed States each had over 10
million children living with
obesity. India stood second
only to China in the num-

Worrying trend

The World Obesity Atlas found that more than one in five (20.7%)
children worldwide are living with obesity and are overweight,
and this number is only set to rise

(tnr millions)

. China s ndia meU.s.

.
£2 1 |
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Children with Children with
obesity high BMI

Projected rise of disease indicators linked to high BMI among children in India

Hypertension
Hyperglycaemia
High triglycerides

MASLD"

(In millions)
_— 2025 2040
“Metabolic
dysfunction-
associated steatotic
liver disease

ber of children with high
BMI (41 million high BMI;
14 million obesity). China
led the two categories with
62 million children with
high BMI and 33 million
with only obesity. The U.S.
had 27 million children
with high BMI and 13 mil-
lion with obesity.

This rise in childhood
obesity is expected to have
serious health conse-
quences. The Atlas pointed
out that in India, the num-
ber of children with dis-
ease indicators linked to

high BMI is projected to
rise substantially by 2040.

The report also high-
lighted several preventable
risk factors across different
age groups in the country.
It noted that 74% of adoles-
cents aged 11 to 17 failed to
meet recommended physi-
cal activity levels, while on-
ly 35.5% of school-age chil-
dren  (primary  and
secondary) receive school
meals. Nearly 32.6% of in-
fants aged one to five
months experience sub-
optimal  breastfeeding.

Among women aged 15 to
49, 13.4% have high BMI
and 4.2% live with Type 2
diabetes. Children aged six
to 10 consumed sugary
drinks, averaging up to 50
ml per day. The Atlas
found that over one in five
(20.7%) children world-
wide are living with obesity
and are overweight. This
was an increase from 14.6%
in 2010. The Federation
predicts that by 2040, a to-
tal of 507 million children
will be living with obesity
or be overweight.

Call for action
There is an emphasis on
governments to act imme-
diately. Johanna Ralston,
chief executive of the
World Obesity Federation,
said, “The increase in
childhood obesity world-
wide shows we have failed
to take seriously a disease
that affects one in five chil-
dren. Governments ur-
gently need to step up pre-
vention and management
efforts for children living
with overweight and obesi-
ty, and ensure that they re-
ceive the care they need.”
It has called for strong
action to reverse current
trends, including taxes on
sugar-sweetened beverag-
es and restrictions on mar-
keting to children.

O5Mar. India ranks
second globally in
childhood obesity: study

Y g9 & HIcTd §
HRA 3P TR W W

VMU

e China, India and the
U.S. each have over 10 million
children with obesity; the
World Obesity Atlas’ report
highlights risk factors such as
poor physical activity levels
and sub-optimal breastfeeding.
oA, YR 3R mfveT & vl
& U9 HieTd | I 1 IS |
S g §; a5 ARt
Tead 3t Raé & Fifeas sR®1
R B9 e nfafafl @R
3R St Fq=TuT &1 XWifed
forar mar g

e Nearly 15 million
children aged five to nine and
more than 26 million children
aged 10 to 19 in India were
overweight or obese in 2025,
according to the World Obesity
Atlas, 2026 released on World
Obesity Day, which falls on
March 4.

YRA T 5 9 T 3G & U
1.5 HIS I 3R 10 | 19 a9
31 ¥ 2.6 BYIS A P T

2025 T iR T a1 WeTd A IRG 2, T8 THHRT 4 A B AT S a1d a6 ARt 3
R TR} g8 AR Teaw 2026 # <l |

The World Obesity Federation, a global organisation focused on obesity, warned that the
world was set to miss the 2025 global target to halve the rise in childhood obesity.

IS NIRRT BS¥IM, Sl HieTd |R Hicd Th afye W64 8, A Idia-t 4l i gFar aau= &
HYeTd ¥ gies B 3MUT H & 2025 & AYF T84T B GIRIA B ¥ I S|

Though the deadline is now being extended to 2030, most countries remain off track, and
India is no exception, it said.

BT 3 THY THT 2030 T FGTS o Ta! 7, b off aiftrepiwr 2w wigg | v § ok YRa i
DT IUATG 1 7, T Hl T
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e Over 200 million school-age children aged five to 19 who are overweight and living with
obesity are concentrated in just 10 countries across the world.

ST R T 5 19 9 3 & 20 FRIS A TP Tpelt ga, S P T+ 91 Hied I I
8, $ad 10 3= H Hied ¢

e By the end of 2025, eight countries were projected to have over 10 million children with
high Body Mass Index (BMI).
2025 % 3id TP 3T SN H I st AT SSa (BMI) I 1 HIS A 34t I=ai 811 &1
SIHT ST 13T AT |

e China, India and the United States each had over 10 million children living with obesity.

o, YRT 3R TP o9 ARPT A UAF & U WeTd A IR 1 FRs A 3if¥e 7= 3|

¢ India stood second only to China in the number of children with high BMI (41 million high
BMI; 14 million obesity).
I BMI aTd gl & ST § YRA 9 & 916 g &I WR U1 (4.1 $IS 3 BMI; 1.4
PRIS Hiemn) |

e China led the two categories with 62 million children with high BMI and 33 million with
only obesity.
T 24T Afort 7 Sproft 3gT, Siel 6.2 HRIS T § 3= BMI 3R 3.3 HIIS § HYSTUT Ur |

e The U.S. had 27 million children with high BMI and 13 million with obesity.
MRPT H 2.7 P8 g=A1 A I BMI 3R 1.3 BRAS A HITdT Uiy 747

e Thisrise in childhood obesity is expected to have serious health consequences.

TUUA F Herd & g8 gfg 7R warey ufkond IOF a1 $t ST |

e The Atlas pointed out that in India, the number of children with disease indicators linked to
high BMI is projected to rise substantially by 2040.

Tedd & IR URd ¥ 3& BMI A J&T SATal & Hod arat =i & ST 2040 6 HTHT
TG BT M B

e The report also highlighted several preventable risk factors across different age groups in
the country.

e & < & faftr omg @l & Hicg &8 A UTH A /T FRSI o 1 Xaifend o
|

e It noted that 74% of adolescents aged 11 to 17 failed to meet recommended physical
activity levels, while only 35.5% of school-age children receive school meals.

SUH S T {6 11 | 17 a9 & 74% [HR =i IR wfafafy o & gu g &=
UTd, STafh Had 35.5% IHell gl bl Ipd Her Herdr g1

e Nearly 32.6% of infants aged one to five months experience sub-optimal breastfeeding.
TTHT 1 | 5 TG P 32.6% Rizyait & srqafed = fBrad g1

e Among women aged 15 to 49, 13.4% have high BMI and 4.2% live with Type 2 diabetes.
15 ¥ 49 99 &Y uigarsi & 13.4% &1 BMI 3= B 3R 4.2% T3 2 AYAE I Uifsa B

e Children aged six to 10 consumed sugary drinks, averaging up to 50 ml per day.
69 10 94 & Tl gRT WS 9T &7 Vg faan a1, foresT 3iad @ 50 freftefte
i

e The Atlas found that over one in five (20.7%) children worldwide are living with obesity
and are overweight.
Tead & IR gHaT WR § g Ul # | TP (20.7%) F<aT HIeTd a7 3if¥e aoi+ J 7 3|

e This was an increase from 14.6% in 2010.
g 2010 ® 14.6% J TGHR g3 g

e The Federation predicts that by 2040, a total of 507 million children will be living with
obesity or be overweight.

PSR FT M ¢ fF 2040 TF $df 50.7 BAS T2 WeTd AT 3HfUP a9+ J I 81|

Call for action

HIRATS B 3rdta

e There is an emphasis on governments to act immediately.

WHRI Y gid RATs I3 IR AR faar T g
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Johanna Ralston, chief executive of the World Obesity Federation, said, “The increase in
childhood obesity worldwide shows we have failed to take seriously a disease that affects
one in five children.

TS AT BSIIM $ GBI SRR ST e - g, “gHa1 1R T gau-T & Hlerd o
3 g gl § 7 897 39 damt &1 iviRar 9 =761 foran < &% ura & & U 91 &1 guifad
FRA B

Governments urgently need to step up prevention and management efforts for children
living with overweight and obesity, and ensure that they receive the care they need.”

WHRI D! 3t To 3R WeTd I I F=@i & o1 AHUTH 3R YU & Jara & ged
TG BI HTIIHAT § AR T8 AT HA1 1T % I Sma=asd I@uTa a1

It has called for strong action to reverse current trends, including taxes on sugar-
sweetened beverages and restrictions on marketing to children.

I T ST P Ude & il $S HeH oM &1 Mg far g, fod M 9af war
3R g= B Aferd fauur wR ufady 2nfia g
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Chronic traffic noise exposes
kinks in India’s urban regulations

Auditory stress doesn't stay at the ear; chronic noise activates the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, a hormone-signalling system that coordinates

the body’s response to stress and helps regulate immunity, mood, and sleep cycle; it also elevates cortisol, blood pressure, and cardiovascular strain

Rohan Singh
Harish C. Phuleria

n India, urban noise is relentless
yet it is largely under-recognised as
a public health concern. The
average Indian urban traffic
reportedly routinely reaches 80-100 dB,
exceeding the World Health
Organization’s recommended 70 dB limit,
creating a recognised risk of hearing loss.
Noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL) has
long been viewed as an occupational
disease of factories and mines. Scientific
evidence challenges this assumption.

Chronic exposure to environmental noise,

particularly road traffic, can cause
clinically measurable damage even in the
absence of industrial hazards.

Physiological impact
Scientific evidence suggests what cities
dismiss as background noise may in fact
be producing measurable biological
injury.

CSIR-National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute senior
technical officer Satish K. Lokhande said

NIHL typically first appears around 4 kHz.

In a 2022 study on firecracker noise, Dr.
Lokhande documented how repeated
exposure to intense sound peaks, often
exceeding 85 dB, “accumulates auditory
stress”, initially causing a temporary
threshold shift that becomes permanent
with sustained exposure.

In another 2023 study of road tunnels
that he co-authored, Dr. Lokhande found
sound levels between 78.9 and 86.5 dB(A)
with peak energy again concentrated at 4
kHz. Urban road traffic contributes a
continuous, moderately elevated noise
environment, often punctuated by horns
and construction activity.

(dB(A) is short for A-weighted decibels,
asound level in decibels that has been
adjusted to reflect how sensitive human
hearing is at a certain frequency.)

This auditory stress doesn’t stay
confined to the ear. Chronic noise
activates the hypothalamic-pituitary-
adrenal axis, an important
hormone-signalling system that
coordinates the body’s response to stress
and helps regulate energy use, immunity,
mood, and sleep-wake timing. It elevates
cortisol, blood pressure, and
cardiovascular strain. Night-time traffic
noise also fragments sleep, disrupting
deep and REM stages, and impairing
cognition.

While Indian biomarker data remain
limited, international studies have also
linked long-term environmental noise
exposure to cardiovascular and metabolic
risk.

Health accounting
India’s legal framework recognises noise
as an environmental pollutant under the
Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control)
Rules 2000. The Rules prescribe
permissible limits for residential,
commercial, and silence zones.
Monitoring is episodic, concentrated
around festivals or public complaints and
rarely linked to health outcomes.

A 2024 study in Nature Scientific
Reports, led by Markandeya, formerly of
the department of Civil Engineering at

Most urban monitoring relies on fixed-location decibel readings at select junctions or only in specific time windows. ALEXEI ZAITCEV/UNSPLASH

IIT-BHU Varanasi, examined long-term
traffic noise exposure among professional
drivers. It revealed a clear dose-response
relationship between cumulative noise
exposure and changes in the hearing
threshold, especially in frequencies
critical for speech.

Most urban monitoring relies on
fixed-location decibel readings at select
junctions or in specific time windows.
Such snapshot measurements capture
momentary intensity but don’t account
for the length of exposure or cumulative
auditory burden.

Dr. Markandeya explained that
permissible exposure duration decreases
logarithmically as decibel levels rise. “At
121 dB(A), exposure may be considered
safe for one hour over a lifetime, whereas
at 133 dB(A), the same duration would be
unsafe.” he says, noting that CNE
functions not as a snapshot but as a
lifetime audit of auditory burden.

Thus, he added, cumulative noise
exposure can bridge this ‘gap’ because it
integrates intensity and duration, and
more closely reflects real-world auditory
risk.

However, India’s National Ambient
Noise Monitoring Network isn’t designed
to capture cumulative exposure in urban
environments.

Delhi Technological University
professor of environmental engineering
Rajeev Kumar Mishra also said, “Averages
like Leq and Ldn ignore impulsive peaks
from honking — which increase auditory
strain.”

Leq is the constant sound level that
would deliver the same total acoustic
energy as the real, time-varying sound
over a specified period, e.g. 1 hour, 8
hours, etc. Ldn is the 24-hour Leg-like
metric but it also penalises noises
between 10 pm and 7 am more to reflect
greater sleep disturbance. Both levels are
measured in dB(A).

Chronic exposure to
environmental noise, particularly
road traffic, can cause clinically
measurable damage even in the
absence of industrial hazards.
Scientific evidence suggests what
cities dismiss as background
noise may in fact be producing
measurable biological injury

“Indian planning underestimates the
hearing burden,” Dr. Mishra added. Thus
honking rules are unimplemented and
there are no real quiet zones, leaving the
damage to spread unchecked.

NIHL often remains invisible within
healthcare. Doctors attribute hearing loss
to ageing, habits or individual
susceptibility rather than environmental
exposure. High-risk groups, including
drivers, traffic police, roadside vendors,
also remain underdiagnosed without
systematic screening.

Lucknow’s Sanjay Gandhi Post
Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences
ENT specialist Amit Kesari said that
among high-risk groups, traffic police are
most vulnerable due to long hours at busy
intersections in open areas. Early-stage
loss may appear as a 4 kHz dip in
audiometry and specialised tests such as
DPOAE can detect early changes. He also
suggested screening these groups with
audiometry every five years to quantify
actual loss.

At present, linking hearing loss
specifically to traffic noise remains
challenging due to clinical and
awareness-related reasons. The classic 4
kHz dip associated with NIHL has been
more consistently documented in
occupational settings than in diffuse
environmental exposure, and patients
rarely attribute hearing loss to traffic
noise. “Traffic noise is more immediately

associated with stress, anxiety, and blood
pressure,” Dr. Kesari said.

Evidence-based action

In May 2023, 231 traffic personnel
underwent hearing screening at
Ahmedabad’s Police Stadium, conducted
by Satyen Engineer, CEO of independent
research outfit Yhonk India and “hearing
care company” WeHear. They found the
mean hearing thresholds of the left and
right ears to be 44.4 dB and 42 dB,
respectively, placing 60.6% and 54.5% of
personnel above 40 dB. While the
findings weren’t peer-reviewed, they
offered field-level evidence demonstrating
occupational hearing risk among the
country’s traffic police, and raised
troubling questions. “Until we have
systematic data from drivers, traffic
police, and other high-exposure groups,
we are only estimating the scale of the
problem,” Dr. Kesari said.

Adamas University, Kolkata, civil
engineer Argha Kamal Guha suggested
that cities consider introducing low noise
emission zones in places where frequent
honking is known to elevate exposure
levels. Such a measure, he said, could
include rerouting traffic and restricting
the noisiest vehicle categories, especially
if the hotspots are near hospitals,
residential neighborhoods, and
educational institutions.

In the final analysis, integrating
environmental noise metrics with routine
hearing assessments, Dr. Kesari
suggested, would allow earlier detection
and more accurate estimation of risk. As
he put it: “We have the evidence. What
we lack is the mechanism to act on it.”
(Rohan Singh
[Rohanthakur780@gmail.com] is an
independent science journalist based in
Lucknow. Harish C. Phuleria is associate
professor, IIT-Bombay
[phuleria@iith.ac.in].)

O5Mar. Chronic traffic noise exposes kinks in India’s urban regulations

YRd & T3t Fradt # @ifira) & ISR &1 ¢ Srda1iae ararard R

Urban Noise as a Public Health Concern in India

YR § eI~ WA G0 & 7 A 83 IR
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In India, urban noise is relentless yet it is largely under-recognised as a public health
concern.

YRA ¥ e IR TR 7 &8 8, TR+t 38 98 T0M R Ardwif=e Warey 63 & w0 o
AT | et Bt g

The average Indian urban traffic reportedly routinely reaches 80-100 dB, exceeding the
World Health Organization’s recommended 70 dB limit, creating a recognised risk of
hearing loss.

YR X § 37 ITarTd /R AHTId: 80-100 dB O Ugd Sl 8, S fay Tarea |@ire=
R GATS TS 70 dB AT I 34fAF § 3R 4qur g &1 SNfaw U BT |

Noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL) has long been viewed as an occupational disease of
factories and mines.

RS 4@ur g1 (NIHL) ! 8 THT dh PRET! 3R WeM! I I8! a1 sHR!
HHET T

Scientific evidence challenges this assumption.

3B THTUT ST YROT B AT & B

Chronic exposure to environmental noise, particularly road traffic, can cause clinically
measurable damage even in the absence of industrial hazards.

TafaRUi TR, fORiveR S Iramard I TR 9ud, 3ienfie sy & fom o Riferaeta
U I AT &ifd Sas B bl g

Physiological impact

YHIq

Scientific evidence suggests what cities dismiss as background noise may in fact be
roducing measurable biological injury.

THTO §Td § fob oY 218’ gEYFT TR HHaR 3FcdT $HRd &, 98 aRad § A1 Sfds
&ifer Iqd TR TH AT 5|
CSIR-National Environmental Engineering Research Institute senior technical officer
Satish K. Lokhande said NIHL typically first appears around 4 kHz.

CSIR—ITET yafaRur SfHaifiet SrgRieuT SR & aRy ddbHis! SHtbR A &. dres
P IIER NIHL THIG: ATHT 4 kHz TR I Ugal fewrs aar 3|

In a 2022 study on firecracker noise, Dr. Lokhande documented how repeated exposure to
intense sound peaks, often exceeding 85 dB, “accumulates auditory stress”, initially causing a
temporary threshold shift that becomes permanent with sustained exposure.

2022 & T I § Uerdl & IR W 81, Ards A §ar fos g @f, S 3IRR 85 dB ¥ 31
Bt §, & IR-GR TS Y HGUT 919 Tl o, o TRY § Srumedt dxiies Rive giar g of @l
TG d% U g+ W T g S ]

In another 2023 study of road tunnels that he co-authored, Dr. Lokhande found sound levels
between 78.9 and 86.5 dB(A) with peak energy again concentrated at 4 kHz.

T 3 2023 T T, S S&H I R YT T, BT, AGS 7 78.9 A 86.5 dB(A) & &
egf TR urar, forad Iy Soif iR 4 kHz R S

Urban road traffic contributes a continuous, moderately elevated noise environment, often
punctuated by horns and construction activity.

I YSH AT TR HEH 0 ¥ o AR qTdraRur deT il €, o 3R g+ iR
formtor nfafafirat wnfta 81 &1

dB(A) is short for A-weighted decibels, a sound level in decibels that has been adjusted to
reflect how sensitive human hearing is at a certain frequency.

dB(A) T 31 A-weighted decibels 8, S @ TR &1 3 YR TR ARG BT & b forht
fa=y 3mgf R AE YquT fhat Gae=ia it 81

This auditory stress doesn’t stay confined to the ear.

Tg YAUl TG FHad S adb I el gl

Chronic noise activates the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, an important hormone-
signalling system that coordinates the body’s response to stress and helps regulate energy
use, immunity, mood, and sleep-wake timing.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page46



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

AR TR gTsNAAie-fUeget-ugaa 3ief &1 Aithd FHRal g, ol IWR B a1 Ufafesar o
fifd v 8 SiR Seil IuaT, ufaven, a-iexm aur g-SrRur T & uyIfad $HRal g

e |televates cortisol, blood pressure, and cardiovascular strain.
g PifcHId, IFAATY 3R g&d HaH a919 &l Serar gl

¢ Night-time traffic noise also fragments sleep, disrupting deep and REM stages, and
impairing cognition.
BT AT R e BT S1fdd FHRaT 8, T 3R REM SraruT3fl &1 quifad &= § 3R
HHTHS &HdT H! HH BT ¢

e While Indian biomarker data remain limited, international studies have also linked long-term
environmental noise exposure to cardiovascular and metabolic risk.

it YR B SR Se1 Hid 8, sfaRersha srerge 3 difwiiore watarofta iR dud &
Ted 3R TUTIEY Sifay ¥ Se1 5

Health accounting
Ry

e India’s legal framework recognises noise as an environmental pollutant under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000.
Wﬁ@i’vﬁmﬂ Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000 & S TR
! U YATaRVITT YU & =0 § A= <ol 6

e The Rules prescribe permissible limits for residential, commercial, and silence zones.
= el o smaritg, arforues ok arga™ Wik & o srga <t FRuiia &1 12 31

e Monitoring is episodic, concentrated around festivals or public complaints and rarely linked
to health outcomes.
R O ®eRT a1 Ardeit-e Rl & T99 Sicd Bt 8 3R RS o HH W@y
o & g A 21

e A 2024 study in Nature Scientific Reports, led by Markandeya, formerly of the department
of Civil Engineering at [IT-BHU Varanasi, examined long-term traffic noise exposure among
professional drivers.
2024 ¥ Nature Scientific Reports & U®HTRIA Th 3, fSr®T Agdqd ATdhSd (4 & IT-BHU
IRV F ffad Sefifafe faum J) 3 far, 3 IR Trae! | e ararnd Uk s
BT Y fha|

e ltrevealed a clear dose-response relationship between cumulative noise exposure and
changes in the hearing threshold, especially in frequencies critical for speech.
I TRt TR Tudh SR yqor Har & uRads & g Wy Sie-Rai=a day feamr, faRvas
YTYT & fo AUt sgfdt #|

¢ Most urban monitoring relies on fixed-location decibel readings at select junctions or in
specific time windows.

1T et FARET gifer aRmel o1 faRy grg safy & fRR =M W Sfyaa arg w Rk
Fch gl

e Such snapshot measurements capture momentary intensity but don’t account for the length
of exposure or cumulative auditory burden.

I UBR & dcplicies H1U &ifOres ol 1 dl Udbsd 8, IR HUD Pi @i a1 St 4qur 4R
&1 T8I |

¢ Dr. Markandeya explained that permissible exposure duration decreases logarithmically as
decibel levels rise.

ST, ATH ST - a1 o STIad R 96+ W 30T JUH 3afy TYIUSg ¥U | gl ¢

o “At 121 dB(A), exposure may be considered safe for one hour over a lifetime, whereas at
133 dB(A), the same duration would be unsafe.”
IBH BT, “121 dB(A) TR IUS B! Sitgd WX | TP U dcb JRI&d T o Yobdll 8, Saih 133
dB(A) R g1 3afd SRRfea grft1”

e He says CNE functions not as a snapshot but as a lifetime audit of auditory burden.
3511 gl foh CNE AT HIGH g1 dfcth 9aul YR $T SHa-TdTd THa ¢

e Thus, he added, cumulative noise exposure can bridge this ‘gap’ because it integrates
intensity and duration, and more closely reflects real-world auditory risk.
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I Sel {3 el TR |udh 39 3R’ B R JabdT § e T8 diiear 3R 3rafy St &l

SISl § 3R aRdde g & Yaur SR $) S8R el 3|

However, India’s National Ambient Noise Monitoring Network isn’'t designed to capture

cumulative exposure in urban environments.

BTl HRd &I National Ambient Noise Monitoring Network 83t araraRl § St Jud

P A & o fErs e fepan T g

Delhi Technological University professor of environmental engineering Rajeev Kumar

Mishra also said, “Averages like Leg and Ldn ignore impulsive peaks from honking —

which increase auditory strain.”

ot venfiet fayfaemaa & vaferor siftrifiet & TR el $HR FI8m 3 &, “Leg

%ﬁ?Ldn Y 3G AT B § I 3MH P 3= TR Bl ST R & — Sif 49Ul a9 dgTd
"

Leq is the constant sound level that would deliver the same total acoustic energy as the real,

time-varying sound over a specified period, e.g. 1 hour, 8 hours.

Leq 98 R @ TR § o fordlt RSy safy S 1 der a1 8 be & ardfas uRad=ig @& &

IR FA @D SHoll Y& Hal 5|

Ldn is the 24-hour Leg-like metric but it also penalises noises between 10 pm and 7 am

more to reflect greater sleep disturbance.

Ldn U 24-8¢ T Leq ST ATIGS ©, S I 10 91 | Jag 7 99 & o9 g4 Tl YR BT

31 Heed T § afp =g & if¥rep amem bt qwiian off Yab |

Both levels are measured in dB(A).

31 TR dB(A) H AU WA &

Evidence-based action

T16T-3MYTRT RS

‘Indian planning underestimates the hearing burden,” Dr. Mishra added.

YR ST YOIl 4901 YR $ 54 ibal 2, S, fra Y Fal
Thus honking rules are unimplemented and there are no real quiet zones, leaving the
damage to spread unchecked.

T UDHR 811 A IS Fraw a2t § 3iR arafass =hid &5 (quiet zones) AN &l €, oo™
JoHa HEd U § et wT |1

NIHL often remains invisible within healthcare.

NIHL (Noise-Induced Hearing Loss) 3R TIRY Ja1 yoiren! & HiaR sy g1 edl %’I
Doctors attribute hearing loss to ageing, habits or individual susceptibility rather than
environmental exposure.

STdeR AR HqUT BT & geTuT, 3Tgal a1 UfriTd Hag—=itadr ¥ shied 7, 7 f& yafawofig
TUd |

High-risk groups, including drivers, traffic police, roadside vendors, also remain
underdiagnosed without systematic screening.

I= WY TE, SN S8R, Sfhe gferd 3ik Wew fFaR faghar, +ff arafRua s
(screening) & G H HH ggaH H S-FI'ST%'I

Lucknow’s Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences ENT specialist
Amit Kesari said that among high-risk groups, traffic police are most vulnerable due to long
hours at busy intersections in open areas.

G & Gorg M Nive I9ue Slege 3ITp AfeHa Arsas & ENT v Siftra st
3 Fg1 fob I SfeH wgl & e giery wa 31t ddeial § adifer 4 ol &1 ¥ g
ARG R T TG qH o1 364 & |

Early-stage loss may appear as a 4 kHz dip in audiometry and specialised tests such as
DPOAE can detect early changes.

RS TR0 H yqur g1 AT & 4 kHz f8T & &0 # fewr ¢ 9ot ® 3R DPOAE &
TRy udteror FIMTR Samal FT Ul @ Tehd & |

He also suggested screening these groups with audiometry every five years to quantify
actual loss.
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I 37 TEl &) g% Ut 9 F SFSAAE wiiw o7 &1 gIia faan aif arafde i &1
3w foar o 9o |

At present, linking hearing loss specifically to traffic noise remains challenging due to
clinical and awareness-related reasons.

IIAH H Y4qur g1 ! Tie grarard MR T she fafeeia o snReear dath sRui @
Aol &7 g g

The classic 4 kHz dip associated with NIHL has been more consistently documented in
occupational settings than in diffuse environmental exposure, and patients rarely attribute

hearing loss to traffic noise.

NIHL ¥ S[ST URUR® 4 kHz f&T SR suraariies araravor & s foar T/ §, & ST
qafaRuiiy Wud & o < T B, 3R 78 2mae g wuft qur g1 ) ararard jR Y Sisd

“Traffic noise is more immediately associated with stress, anxiety, and blood pressure,”
Dr. Kesari said.

“YTATTd MR B! 3HHaR d1a, fRidT 3R Ta=my J SieT a1 8,7 ST $As) 3 BTl

Evidence-based action

18- MU RS

In May 2023, 231 traffic personnel underwent hearing screening at Ahmedabad’s Police
Stadium, conducted by Satyen Engineer, CEO of independent research outfit Yhonk India
and hearing care company WeHear.

TS 2023 T 231 ¢he Hifal & yaur Sig srguearg Yo wfean & o1 12, ot g
T SRR, [T ]MY TR Yhonk India R YT01 GEUTA HTT WeHear I CEO {3
They found the mean hearing thresholds of the left and right ears to be 44.4 dB and 42 dB,
respectively, placing 60.6% and 54.5% of personnel above 40 dB.

I8 T o 9T 3R ST &1 1 3T 4aur AT HHTT: 44.4 dB 3R 42 dB o, ORI 60.6%
3R 54.5% FHHf 40 dB ¥ SWR 3|

While the findings weren’t peer-reviewed, they offered field-level evidence demonstrating
occupational hearing risk among the country’s traffic police, and raised troubling
questions.

BTaN® 3 s peer-reviewed T8t 4, fR off 3B <21 31 e yfery & suraeiie gaqur
SHIH T AH-TaT THI0T TR o iR fidree Uy Iam|

“Until we have systematic data from drivers, traffic police, and other high-exposure
groups, we are only estimating the scale of the problem,” Dr. Kesari said.

1. BN A Hal, “Id db AR UM STEaR), ¢fthe IR 3R 31 9= wifay TuEl 9§
AfYd ST 8! N, 9 d% 9 Had JHWT & HTHR BT ATH &1 T JHhd ¢ 1”

Adamas University, Kolkata civil engineer Argha Kamal Guha suggested that cities
consider introducing low noise emission zones in places where frequent honking is known
to elevate exposure levels.

ST fayfaenay, SraeTar & Rifad oiR ord Had g1 - Jod a1 i e &
RIF R @-AT5 TR W9 Y& HA1 R [FIR FHA1 A1feT T8l IR-aR g4 oot I TR 6T
TR TGl &

Such a measure, he said, could include rerouting traffic and restricting the noisiest vehicle
categories, especially if the hotspots are near hospitals, residential neighborhoods, and
educational institutions.

I F8T 6 0 U & Frarard &1 9Ft geaT 3R Jad e R $4 ard arg+l
gfady M g1 Tl &, faRive afe I RIF sRuaral, ATaRi & 3iR Rerfors wwi=i &
U Bl |

In the final analysis, integrating environmental noise metrics with routine hearing
assessments, Dr. Kesari suggested, would allow earlier detection and more accurate
estimation of risk.

3ida: 1. Fadt A Y4 fe i watavoiig 2R Arudst & Hafiid yqur ateon & ary Sieq
I URIYE tga™ iR I & siftres wdte smeas & deg ffa|

As he put it: “We have the evidence. What we lack is the mechanism to act on it.”

ST fob IR HET: “BHR UTH YHIUT 8, TR 39 IR $RATs $H &1 a7 el 31’
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Answers to March 3 quiz:

1. Expansion of BUN - Ans: Blood urea
nitrogen

2. Blood type lacking all 61 antigens in Rh
system - Ans: Rh null

3. Vitamin that in high doses suppresses
troponin readings - Ans: BT

4. Statistical entity used to develop ‘reference’
ranges - Ans: Bell curves

5. Process that kicks in when a tourniquet is left
on too long - Ans: Haemoconcentration
Visual: Haemolysis
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O5Mar. QUIZ

Answer: Blood Urea Nitrogen
1. Meaning of Blood Urea Nitrogen (BUN)

e Blood Urea Nitrogen (BUN) is a medical test
that measures the amount of nitrogen in the blood
derived from urea, a waste product formed in the liver
during protein metabolism.

¢  When the body breaks down proteins, it
produces ammonia, which is converted into urea in the
liver.

e This urea enters the bloodstream and is filtered
and removed by the kidneys through urine.

First contact:
K.N. Viswanathan | Anmol Agrawal | Karthik
Parameswaran | Tamal Biswas | Deepti K.

2. Role in Assessing Kidney Function

The BUN test is commonly used to evaluate the functioning of the kidneys.

Healthy kidneys filter urea efficiently and maintain normal levels in the blood

. If kidney function declines due to conditions such as kidney disease, dehydration, or
obstruction in urinary flow, the BUN level in the blood may increase.

Thus, it is an important diagnostic indicator in clinical medicine.

3. Normal Range and Medical Importance

e In adults, the normal BUN level generally ranges from about 7 to 20 mg per decilitre of
blood, although the range may vary slightly depending on laboratories and age.

e Elevated levels can indicate kidney dysfunction, heart failure, severe infections, or
excessive protein breakdown, while abnormally low levels may occur in liver disease or
malnutrition.

4. Use in Clinical Diagnosis

e Doctors often interpret BUN levels along with serum creatinine levels to diagnose and
monitor kidney disorders. The BUN-to-creatinine ratio helps distinguish between causes
such as dehydration, kidney disease, or gastrointestinal bleeding.

e Therefore, the BUN test is widely used in hospitals and laboratories as part of routine kidney
function tests (KFT) and metabolic assessments.

Blood type lacking all 61 antigens in Rh system

Answer: Rh Null
1. Meaning of Rh Null Blood Group

¢ Rh Null is an extremely rare blood type in which a person’s red blood cells lack all antigens
of the Rh blood group system.

e The Rh system normally includes more than 60 antigens, such as D, C, ¢, E, and e. In Rh
Null individuals, none of these antigens are present on the red blood cell surface, making it
the rarest known blood type in the world.

2. Discovery and Rarity
e The Rh Null blood group was first identified in 1961 in an Aboriginal Australian woman.

e Since then, only a very small number of individuals worldwide (fewer than 50 recorded
cases) have been identified with this blood type.
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e  Because of its rarity and universal compatibility within the Rh system, it is often referred to as
“Golden Blood.”

3. Medical Characteristics

e People with Rh Null blood may experience certain medical issues because Rh antigens help
maintain the structural integrity of red blood cells.

e The absence of these antigens can lead to fragile red blood cells and mild hemolytic
anemia. Therefore, individuals with Rh Null blood often require careful medical monitoring
and specialized transfusion management.

4. Importance in Blood Transfusion

e Rh Null blood is extremely valuable in transfusion medicine.

e Since it lacks all Rh antigens, it can theoretically be transfused to people with rare Rh blood
types who cannot accept normal Rh-positive or Rh-negative blood.

o However, Rh Null individuals can only safely receive Rh Null blood, making blood bank
coordination and international cooperation essential.

Vitamin that in high doses suppresses troponin readings

Answer: Vitamin B7 (Biotin)
1. Meaning of Vitamin B7 (Biotin)

e Vitamin B7, commonly known as Biotin, is a water-soluble vitamin of the B-complex
group that plays a vital role in metabolism of carbohydrates, fats, and proteins.

e It functions as a coenzyme in several metabolic reactions and supports healthy skin, hair,
and nervous system function. Biotin is naturally found in foods such as eggs, nuts, whole
grains, and legumes.

2. Role in Medical Laboratory Tests

¢ High doses of biotin supplements can interfere with certain laboratory blood tests,
particularly immunoassays used to measure cardiac biomarkers like troponin.

e Troponin is a protein released into the bloodstream during heart muscle injury, especially
during heart attacks (myocardial infarction).

e Excess biotin can cause falsely low troponin readings, potentially leading to incorrect
clinical interpretation.

3. Mechanism of Test Interference

e Many modern diagnostic tests use a biotin—streptavidin binding system to detect specific
molecules in blood samples. When a person consumes very high doses of biotin
supplements, the extra biotin in the bloodstream can interfere with this biochemical reaction

e . As aresult, the test may incorrectly report lower troponin levels, masking evidence of
cardiac injury.

4. Clinical Significance and Precautions

e Health authorities and diagnostic laboratories advise patients to inform doctors about biotin
supplementation, particularly before undergoing blood tests.

e High-dose biotin is sometimes taken for hair, skin, and nail health, but it may distort several
laboratory results, including troponin, thyroid hormones, and hormone assays.

e Temporarily stopping biotin intake before testing can help ensure accurate diagnostic
results.

Statistical entity used to develop ‘reference’ ranges
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Answer: Bell Curves
1. Meaning of Bell Curve

o ABell Curve, also known as the Normal Distribution, is a statistical model used to
represent how data values are distributed around an average.

e The curve is shaped like a symmetrical bell, where most observations cluster around the
mean (average) and fewer values appear at the extremes.

e This distribution is widely used in medicine, biology, and social sciences to analyse natural
variations in populations.

2. Use in Developing Reference Ranges

e Inclinical laboratories, bell curves are used to establish reference ranges for medical tests
such as blood glucose, hemoglobin, or cholesterol.

e By analysing results from a large population of healthy individuals, scientists determine the
normal range, typically defined as the middle 95% of values around the mean.

e Values outside this range may indicate possible health abnormalities.

3. Statistical Principles Behind the Curve

e The normal distribution follows specific statistical properties: about 68% of observations
lie within one standard deviation, 95% within two, and 99.7% within three standard
deviations of the mean.

e These principles help researchers and clinicians interpret whether a test result falls within
expected biological variation or suggests an underlying medical condition.

4. Importance in Medical Diagnosis

e Bell curves play a crucial role in evidence-based medicine and laboratory diagnostics.

o They allow doctors to compare an individual’s test results with those of a healthy population,
ensuring standardized interpretation

e . By defining reference intervals, healthcare professionals can identify abnormal results early
and make more accurate decisions regarding diagnosis, treatment, and disease
monitoring.

Process that kicks in when a tourniquet is left on too long

Answer: Haemoconcentration
1. Meaning of Haemoconcentration

e Haemoconcentration refers to the increase in the concentration of blood components,
such as red blood cells, proteins, and other solutes, due to a reduction in plasma volume.

e It occurs when fluid leaves the bloodstream but the cellular components remain.

e Inclinical practice, this condition can occur temporarily during blood collection if a tourniquet
is applied for too long.

2. Mechanism During Tourniquet Application

e When atourniquet is tied tightly around the arm during venipuncture, it restricts venous
blood flow while allowing arterial blood to continue entering the area.

e If left in place for more than one minute, fluid begins to move from the blood vessels into
surrounding tissues.

e This causes plasma volume to decrease, resulting in artificially concentrated blood
samples.

3. Impact on Laboratory Test Results
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e Haemoconcentration can affect the accuracy of several laboratory test results.
e Levels of substances such as proteins, cholesterol, calcium, potassium, and
hemoglobin may appear falsely elevated because the blood sample becomes more

concentrated.

e This can lead to misinterpretation of diagnostic results if proper blood collection
procedures are not followed.

4. Clinical and Laboratory Precautions

e To prevent haemoconcentration, medical guidelines recommend that a tourniquet should
not remain applied for longer than about one minute during blood collection.

e If adelay occurs, the tourniquet should be released and reapplied after a short interval.

e Proper technique ensures accurate laboratory measurements and helps avoid diagnhostic
errors in clinical practice.

i/ Tk i':.lu N DU
Bullying Anthropic
The US’s demands for maximum
flexibility on Al use are dangerous

ver the last few days, the U.S. Depart-
0 ment of Defence unceremoniously cast

out the Al firm Anthropic, which deve-
lops the coding assistant Claude, and designated
the firm a “supply chain risk”, the kind of cattle
branding reserved for firms that are compro-
mised by hostile foreign states. The reason was
simple: Anthropic refused to relent on allowing
its tools to be used for widespread domestic sur-
veillance and fully autonomous weaponry. The
high-octane conflict with the U.S. government —
which accused Anthropic of following a “woke”
and “radical” agenda - is a shocking escalation,
despite prior concessions that would allow the
U.S’s defence establishment’s use of Claude,
which helps create and update code bases quick-
ly. The conflict also sends a chilling message — a
great power can do anything, with or without sa-
feguards, to attain a strategic upper hand. This is
a dangerous message to send in a multipolar
world where shared standards around safety are
increasingly difficult to achieve.

This is no longer the world of the Bletchley
Park Al safety summit. It was a gathering that ack-
nowledged the rapidly growing power of Al sys-
tems, and the shared global imperative to ensure
that high-stakes risks be mitigated. What reso-
nance does that worthy message have when the
country on the frontier of Al development so pu-
blicly disavows any form of safety control for war,
at a time when a reckless attack on Iran — with,
reportedly, some assistance from Claude - is
grinding on? Firms need to show some backbone
when dealing with outrageous demands that
could have chilling consequences in their home
country and around the world. After all, if the
U.S. demands the policy space for domestic sur-
veillance in such a full-throated fashion, where
does that leave countries where infiltrating the
political opposition with spyware on their
phones is already the norm? Anthropic showed
this backbone, and it deserved the solidarity of
its peers. Sadly, that is not what happened, as
ChatGPT maker OpenAl appeared to give the U.S.
defence department the flexibility it sought just
hours after Anthropic became persona non gra-
ta. Despite OpenAl’s assurances that its agree-
ment provides key safeguards, Al safety has been
harmed, with the other superpower and a host of
middle powers around the world watching close-
ly. Firms may not be the ideal characters to take a
stand — taking into consideration, after all, their
profit motivations — but as strong institutions are
worn down around the world, there are few plac-
es to look to for leadership on safety. When a firm
with billions of dollars at stake says ‘no’, itis nota
promising sign of things to come when another
steps in to say ‘maybe, yes'.
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Al Safety, U.S. Government Pressure and the Anthropic—
OpenAl Controversy
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e Over the last few days, the U.S. Department of Defence
unceremoniously cast out the Al firm Anthropic, which develops
the coding assistant Claude, and designated the firm a “supply
chain risk”, the kind of cattle branding reserved for firms that are
compromised by hostile foreign states.

IEEL P foi o eyt & fAumT (U.S. Department of Defence)
= Al BUHT Anthropic @I 3T STER B (T, Sl HITST TedDH
Claude fao R 3t 8, 3R ST BT “supply chain risk” YT &R
fa1 — g% U9 A9d € o SMHAR IR fae=ft wreat & wushar
B arell Huf-al & o IudRT fasar ST g |

e The reason was simple: Anthropic refused to relent on
allowing its tools to be used for widespread domestic surveillance
and fully autonomous weaponry.

BRI IRA UT: Anthropic = 30 JUBRUN Bl TS T FATRT
3R T ¥ T AR & e IuahT a1 Bt 3 S ¥
3TPR HR e

e The high-octane conflict with the U.S. government — which
accused Anthropic of following a “woke” and “radical” agenda —
is a shocking escalation.

SMAR® TRPR & 1Y T8 g ch1d — S Anthropic TR “woke”
3R “radical” TAST 3T HT RIY AT — TH b arell gl 71
e This came despite prior concessions that would allow the
U.S. defence establishment to use Claude, which helps create and

update code bases quickly.
g 4 T 9Id Ugdl AP &M UfaS™ &I Claude & IUIRT &1
3 37 S T fhT U A, S Pl 3 HI Al F 1M 3R
JYSE H § GG BT ¢

e The conflict also sends a chilling message — a great power

can do anything, with or without safeguards, to attain a strategic
upper hand.
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This is a dangerous message to send in a multipolar world where shared standards around
Al safety are increasingly difficult to achieve.

Ig IgYAIT Ay ¥ U6 WaRATd TR © ST6T Al R&T & IS AFS! b1 GIRTA BT AR
HiS g o1 @1 &

This is no longer the world of the Bletchley Park Al Safety Summit.

g 3{d Bletchley Park Al Safety Summit dTeil g gl g1 |

It was a gathering that acknowledged the rapidly growing power of Al systems and the
shared global imperative to ensure that high-stakes risks be mitigated.

I8 TP U1 g o7 forgm Al womiferal o1 dsht ¥ dgdt wfad &) Wier faar sik g8 7 i
T NIRAHY &1 HH BT T W1 AN S AHIRIHT ¢

What resonance does that message have when the country at the frontier of Al development
publicly disavows any form of safety control for war?

9 Al fawra T ool g3 W gg & o fonsdt ot TR & gRe iz &t ardeie 0 4
THR T, T9 I U BT FT Tgd I ol 572

This is happening at a time when a reckless attack on Iran, reportedly with some assistance
from Claude, is continuing.

Ig U8 I § 1 361 ¢ 919 33 R U AIRATE gH ORI g, orgd H1d U & Claude 31 58
werar f mfa I B

Firms need to show some backbone when dealing with outrageous demands that could have
chilling consequences in their home country and around the world.

Sl &1 T SfId A &1 WEAT HRa THT Tgdl fe@m! AT, fomes ulom 39 31 ok
T8 g & iR 8 & B

If the U.S. demands the policy space for domestic surveillance so forcefully, where does
that leave countries where spyware infiltration of political opposition is already the norm?
g MRkt 37 TiReR d¥e ¥ Tq TR & foe Hfd-wim &t 7 svar g, d 39 o= &1
1 B T Ieifae faue & w9 # WIsduR g6 Ugd ¥ 9 82

Anthropic showed this backbone, and it deserved the solidarity of its peers.

Anthropic 7 U8 TedT [GTTs iR I 307 AgPH! TSI P FHYT BT 3fBR Ul

Sadly, that is not what happened.

gy § T 72 g

OpenAl, the maker of ChatGPT, appeared to give the U.S. defence department the
flexibility it sought just hours after Anthropic became persona non grata.

ChatGPT S arait &u-t OpenAl efAn'[hropic & personanon grataﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@‘dﬁ
a1c 81 SRS T&iT fauTT 1 a8 wiied ¢ fear et 3 sravasar A

Despite OpenAl’s assurances that its agreement provides key safeguards, Al safety has
been harmed.

gTaiiie OpenAl 3 dT fohaT b ST G H Heayqul & Surd €, O ot Al gRar &1
JhYH U &

The other superpower and many middle powers around the world are watching closely.
SR &1 IR wETRIfaN SiR 8w ifawal 9 R &1 e 9 @ @ B

Firms may not be the ideal actors to take a stand, given their profit motivations.

Hufal e 3R HET IR TS 81 & T SiTex] G 7 2, i S ey IRomd gt 2

But as strong institutions are being worn down around the world, there are fewer places to
look for leadership on safety.

AP I g R  AeTgd HRITE HHGR 51 W61 5, 9 Y& Aged & oY GG BT S Tg HH
HRISIREE]

When a firm with billions of dollars at stake says “no”, it is not a promising sign of things to
come when another steps in to say “maybe, yes”.

e 3RET STAR & G TR ol Ueb Uit “AG1” bgcll & 3R GUL hUl 31T 3TehR “XATA, BT
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What sparked the DoD-Anthropic clash?

Why did the DoD label Anthropic a supply chain risk? Did protections against surveillance and autonomous weapons trigger the fallout? Why did Anthropic

refuse unrestricted access? Why was OpenAl able to negotiate terms that Anthropic rejected?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:

he U.S. Department of Defence
(styled as the Department of
War under the second Donald

Trump administration) has
entered into a public spat with the Al firm
Anthropic, which makes the Claude Al
product. The DoD has threatened to
designate Anthropic a “supply chain risk,”
dissuading a wide variety of firms that
work with the U.S. government from
patronising Anthropic’s products.
ChatGPT maker OpenAl subsequently
entered into the picture, obtaining an
agreement it said was not radically
different from what Anthropic wanted.

What is Claude?

Claude is an Al chatbot that helps
organisations and individual users create
and modify code. Its Claude Code
product has been received extraordinarily
well due to its capabilities. Claude Code is
among the few Al products that is run
with extremely powerful large language
models (LLMs) while also supporting
on-device creation and editing of tools,
once it has access to a range of software
libraries to work with.

The product is very compelling to the
defence establishment because it can
iterate on high-tech weapons and defence
systems. Recruitment of programmers for
these systems tends to be slow, as any
critical weapons system is protected by
several layers of secrecy, necessitating
security clearances that can be
time-consuming.

Claude Code has been a compelling
proposition for the DoD, as it likely allows

for iteration on programmes that drive its
technology quickly. While it does not
execute programming tasks perfectly all
the time, it performs well enough that
development timelines have been shrunk
in organisations that have deployed it
widely, especially among experienced
software developers.

‘Why did Anthropic clash with the
DoD?

Anthropic was onboarded to the DoD as a
part of a $200 million contract last June,
which allowed the U.S. government to use
Claude’s services from dedicated
infrastructure hosted by Amazon Web
Services.

The issues between the firm and the
DoD started on January 9, when defence
secretary Pete Hegseth published a
memorandum entitled “Accelerating
America’s Military Al Dominance,” in
which he called for the elimination of
“blockers to data sharing, Authorizations

REUTERS

to Operate (ATOs), test and evaluation
and certification, contracting, hiring and
talent management, and other policies
that inhibit rapid experimentation and
fielding”. Anthropic has a
much-publicised “constitution” for
Claude that discourages the model from
supporting widespread surveillance and
enabling fully autonomous weaponry.
Dario Amodei, the firm’s co-founder,
insisted on strong language in the
agreement between the DoD and
Anthropic to bake in protections against
domestic surveillance of U.S. residents
and enable fully autonomous weaponry.
The firm was given until last Friday to
relent and let the DoD have completely
unrestricted access to its models. It
refused, saying in a blog post that it would
help the DoD transition to a new provider.
The DoD then classified Anthropic as a
supply chain risk, a designation usually
applied to firms that have such dodgy
practices that their products can provide

O5Mar. What sparked the DoD-Anthropic clash?
DoD-Anthropic EHTd B HRUT & = §3H1?

foreign adversaries a backdoor into
critical systems. While this designation
only disallows DoD suppliers and
partners from using Claude on systems v
dedicated to DoD, there are concerns that
executives may lean toward caution and
completely remove ties with Claude.

THE GIST

The DoD classified Anthropic as
asupply chain risk after the
firm refused to grant
completely unrestricted access
to its models, despite Claude
Code being seen as a way to
shrink development timelines
and enable faster iteration on
technology programmes.

What is OpenAl’s agreement?

OpenAl negotiated an agreement with the
DoD that the former claims has the same
protections against surveillance and fully
autonomous weaponry that Anthropic
sought. It is not fully clear why OpenAl
was able to land this deal while Anthropic
was cast out. “The Department of War
may use the Al System for all lawful
purposes, consistent with applicable law,
operational requirements, and
well-established safety and oversight
protocols,” a portion of the agreement
made public by OpenAl said.

“The Al System will not be used to
independently direct autonomous
weapons in any case where law,
regulation, or Department policy requires
human control, nor will it be used to
assume other high-stakes decisions that
require approval by a human decision
maker under the same authorities.”
Anthropic is reported to have sought
greater clarity in the agreement’s legal
language that would prohibit the use
cases described above, even if they were
legalised.

“We think our red lines are more
enforceable here because deployment is
limited to cloud-only (not at the edge),
keeps our safety stack working in the way
we think is best, and keeps cleared
OpenAl personnel in the loop,” OpenAl
said in a statement. “We don’t know why
Anthropic could not reach this deal, and
we hope that they and more labs will
consider it

-

While the designation formally
bars DoD suppliers from using
Claude on systems dedicated
to the DoD, there are concerns
executives may lean toward
caution and completely
remove ties with the firm.

The U.S. Department of Defence (styled as the Department of War under the second
Donald Trump administration) has entered into a public spat with the Al firm Anthropic,
which makes the Claude Al product.
Ty ST T AU, o gOR SIFTeS ¢80 WRINH & d8d & [AHTT & U 8 U foar
T, 3 T3S U e & Iy grdwfae faare g o ar g, o ais uars Sare

CEISIE

The DoD has threatened to designate Anthropic a “supply chain risk,” dissuading a wide
variety of firms that work with the U.S. government from patronising Anthropic’s

products.

&M fAUTT 3 e o) «Jwrs 3 SifEw” 9ftd B &1 et < 8, o syt
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ChatGPT maker OpenAl subsequently entered into the picture, obtaining an agreement it
said was not radically different from what Anthropic wanted.

Teoifidt s areft Sut a1e o 59 Aa o ivE g3 3R I T JHegiar uTe T,
S IR & &1 T fos ag WS &1 i & 9gd 3@ A8 Ul

What is Claude?
FATS R

Claude is an Al chatbot that helps organisations and individual users create and modify

code.

FATS TP TIHTS deqie ¢ Sl WS SR AfRITT STANTHAISN B! B a1 R A=
FXA ¥ Hag Bl g
Its Claude Code product has been received extraordinarily well due to its capabilities.
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Claude Code is among the few Al products that is run with extremely powerful large
language models (LLMs) while also supporting on-device creation and editing of tools,
once it has access to a range of software libraries to work with.

FATS DS 37 S TIATS SATG! H I TH § Sl 3fd IR I8 YT AT S TR ITd g 3R
1Y gt SUBTUN & 3iT-fEarsw fAutor ik TJures &1 399 $d §, o9 39 fafts diredur
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The product is very compelling to the defence establishment because it can iterate on
high-tech weapons and defence systems.

g TG V&1 UfAgH & T sgd Sove § ifh U8 I a1 ardl gIuarR) 3R T&im
yonferal & GUR R TRIGRT a5 G ¢ |

Recruitment of programmers for these systems tends to be slow, as any critical weapons
system is protected by several layers of secrecy, necessitating security clearances that
can be time-consuming.

S yumferal & fore wumeR @t Hdf Srr=a: i gt 8, it feh o neayuf R
TOITE! &1 Fs MU-Taar TRi 9 YR 3T ST 8, Fories e gre et &1 Sa=adhdi gt 8
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Claude Code has been a compelling proposition for the DoD, as it likely allows for iteration
on programmes that drive its technology quickly.

TS BIs Y& fAUTT & foIT Ue siiesa faden Y1 €, Fifes T8 IHaa: 3 Wurd § aw gurR
B IARY AT B O SHD! APHHIP B AT T Td B

While it does not execute programming tasks perfectly all the time, it performs well
enough that development timelines have been shrunk in organisations that have deployed
it widely, especially among experienced software developers.

BTl T8 WHIRAT ST &1 8X T8 T3 avE el o7l § el oxal, Rt 33T Uexi= STt
33T 7, O 3 3aUss U J 3 a1d W1 § faery & qna- T sH gl e §,
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Why did Anthropic clash with the DoD?
TN 3R e YR & Siw edwa i gan

Anthropic was onboarded to the DoD as a part of a $200 million contract last June, which
allowed the U.S. government to use Claude’s services from dedicated infrastructure hosted
by Amazon Web Services.

NfUe o Uz 3 § 200 A STar & SaY & dgd I8 fAHTT & 11 SireT T o,
o SRS IRBR &1 Tl Pt YT AW A9 AIAS GRT TRE fHT T AR/ e
H JUINT B DI AT et |

The issues between the firm and the DoD started on January 9, when defence secretary
Pete Hegseth published a memorandum entitled “Accelerating America’s Military Al
Dominance,” in which he called for the elimination of “blockers to data sharing,
Authorizations to Operate, test and evaluation and certification, contracting, hiring and
talent management, and other policies that inhibit rapid experimentation and fielding”.
H 3R T&T FAUTT & S faare o SFast & YR gon o e afg die 3y 3 “e@fiveT
P A=Y T3S TYT HI oo ST MF VT FIu= Teb1ira o, e e Argimeor,
Tarad FHfa, Tiervr 3R wHIUA, Srga, Helf iR ufaur weies aut s <fifeat # areraiy
B T DI 91 Ho! TTs Sl Aol FART 3R AT DI Il &

Anthropic has a much-publicised “constitution” for Claude that discourages the model
from supporting widespread surveillance and enabling fully autonomous weaponry.
WN® A Tl & forn T Ul HauT e e s91 § S disd & sarus AR &1 974
FR 3R gufa: warad gRARY &1 9em 37 § gdianfed a8l

Dario Amodei, the firm’s co-founder, insisted on strong language in the agreement between
the DoD and Anthropic to bake in protections against domestic surveillance of U.S.
residents and enable fully autonomous weaponry.

HU & Tg-ARITYS ST IS 7 &1 FAUTT 3 Wifie & o qusia § HoR v
M FH=- W IR fean arfes skt Anie! @t avg AR O JRem gAfda ot o1 9 iR
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The firm was given until last Friday to relent and let the DoD have completely unrestricted
access to its models.
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It refused, saying in a blog post that it would help the DoD transition to a new provider.
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The DoD then classified Anthropic as a supply chain risk, a designation usually applied to
firms that have such dodgy practices that their products can provide foreign adversaries
a backdoor into critical systems.
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While this designation only disallows DoD suppliers and partners from using Claude on
systems dedicated to DoD, there are concerns that executives may lean toward caution and
completely remove ties with Claude.
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What is OpenAl’s agreement?

SNYT3ITS PT AT T &

OpenAl negotiated an agreement with the DoD that the former claims has the same
protections against surveillance and fully autonomous weaponry that Anthropic
sought.

SNYTATS 7 & FIURT & T1 U [Hehar fhan, forgd IR 7 391 grar ¢ & 3ad fARrt
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It is not fully clear why OpenAl was able to land this deal while Anthropic was cast out.

Tg 78 oRe WY Tt ? % SNu-Teans a8 qusiar o3 § Uhd $d gofl wafh Wi & a1eR
A fear

“The Department of War may use the Al System for all lawful purposes, consistent with
applicable law, operational requirements, and well-established safety and oversight
protocols,” a portion of the agreement made public by OpenAl said.

SNTTSTE GRT Jraoii-eb fHT 7T A & U W | He1 71 § & g faumT wang womed
BT YT Tt 3¢ I AT & T % paT 8, T 98 SIH, T magadarsit iR
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“The Al System will not be used to independently direct autonomous weapons in any
case where law, regulation, or Department policy requires human control, nor will it be
used to assume other high-stakes decisions that require approval by a human decision
maker under the same authorities.”

S I8 4l H81 T § o5 wang yuImelt 1 IuaT fadt off fRufa & waraw sRaRt &1 wd
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Anthropic is reported to have sought greater clarity in the agreement’s legal language that
would prohibit the use cases described above, even if they were legalised.

fraref & SaR NfUe 3 wHEia @ ST U § it Ty &t i @ o aifr R
AT T IYANT o1 ufaafird far s 9, Hol & 3 ST 991 fag wmg |

“We think our red lines are more enforceable here because deployment is limited to
cloud-only, keeps our safety stack working in the way we think is best, and keeps
cleared OpenAl personnel in the loop,” OpenAl said in a statement.
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o “We don’t know why Anthropic could not reach this deal, and we hope that they and
more labs will consider it.”
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It’s too warm’: Greenland’s fishermen feel climate heat
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Climate risks must prompt international legal reforms
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It’s too warm
Greenland’s
fishermen feel

climate heat
4GS IiI: Environment

isherman Helgi Aargil no longer

knows what to expect on

Greenland’s fjords, where he
spends up to five days at a time on his
boat with his dog, Molly, and the
ever-changing northern lights in the sky
as company.

Last year, his boat got stuck in ice that
broke off the nearby glacier. This year, it's
been very wet instead. His income is just
as unpredictable. An outing could bring
him around 100,000 Danish kroner or
nothing at all.

The Arctic’s rapidly changing climate is
bringing more questions for Greenland,
the semi autonomous territory of
Denmark that’s been shaken by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s interest in
owning it. While Mr. Trump’s approach to
Greenland has shifted, the world has been
unable to slow the effects of climate
change. The Arctic is warming faster than
any other region in the world, driven by
the burning of oil, gas and coal.

The Arctic is warming faster
than any other region in the

world, driven by the burning
of oi s and coal

‘What that means for the fishing
industry that largely drives Greenland’s
economy is unknown. Fishing accounts
for up to 95% of exports, many to the
territory’s biggest market, China, along
with the United States, Japan and Europe.

Mr. Aargil explained how he fishes for
halibut and cod. Other top catches are
shrimp and snow crab, which including
legs, can reach more than a metre long.
Traditional ice fishermen who make up
half the local industry are seeing the most
dramatic changes to the way they fish.

Fishing has shaped Greenland’s
communities. The harbour where
fishermen return to sell their catch is at
the heart of every town or village. Before
heading out, some fishermen pick up
boxes from the island’s fishing companies
to pack their catch which, in the capital of
Nuuk, is winched from the boat to the fish
factory.

‘Toke Binzer, the chief executive of the
island’s single biggest employer, Royal
Greenland, said he is increasingly worried
about a future with greatly diminished sea
ice. That could push traditional fishermen
towards larger communities and into the
ranks of commercial fishing.

The challenge now is to support
traditional fishermen when there is
sometimes “too much ice to sail, too little
to go out on”, Mr. Binzer said. Already,
that unpredictability has caused a “huge”
problem. Royal Greenland already loans
fishermen money to buy a boat, which
they repay from selling their catch, Mr.
Binzer said. If everyone turns to fishing
from boats, that could help economically
but lead to overfishing, said Boris Worm,
an expert in marine biodiversity at
Dalhousie University in Canada.

In Greenland, there are already signs of
too much fishing close to shore as halibut
are getting smaller, Mr. Binzer said. Mr.
Worm agreed, calling it a classic sign of
overfishing as the bigger fish are caught
and the smaller, younger ones are left.

On his boat near Nuuk, Mr. Aargil
considered another challenge: Warm
weather is making some fish harder to
catch as they go deeper in search of
colder waters. “It’s too warm,” he said,
looking at the hills around the fjord. “I
don’t know where the fish is going, but
there’s not so much.”

Options beyond fishing remain few in
Greenland. Tourism is increasing but far
from making up a big part of the
economy.

e Hisincome is just as unpredictable.
D! 3 2t I g SifIfda B

e An outing could bring him around 100,000 Danish kroner or nothing at all.
TP IR I B o R I8 AT 100,000 SR 1R et T & a1 R faegpa oft 7t

e The Arctic’s rapidly changing climate is bringing more questions for Greenland, the semi-
autonomous territory of Denmark that's been shaken by U.S. President Donald Trump’s

interest in owning it.

O5Mar. It’s too warm’: Greenland’s
fishermen feel climate heat
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e Fisherman Helgi Aargil no longer
knows what to expect on Greenland’s
fjords, where he spends up to five days at
a time on his boat with his dog Molly, and
the ever-changing northern lights in the
sky as company.
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e Last year, his boat got stuck in ice

that broke off the nearby glacier.

e oy 3@t 719 U & g (afkmR)
T geHR T g% H %y 75 ot

e This year, it's been very wet
instead.

39 IY 3B oI TIH §gd R 7 8T 3

3TH TP & doft A Fead JTaarg - Mds & e w3 uy WS = AU g, 5 3701 P71 3ref-
W &7 ¢ 3R o iR 3Rt Ayl siTes ¢u & Wifta &1 3fa 3 Hi 5o g5 o
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While Mr. Trump’s approach to Greenland has shifted, the world has been unable to slow the
effects of climate change.

BIAID €U BT UFcis P U EVHI0 9&d T §, AN -l STeraryg uikad=T & YHal of dim
Tl HR TD! 5

The Arctic is warming faster than any other region in the world, driven by the burning of oil,
gas and coal.

JTehfed g & fardt ot 3= &1 § Ioft ¥ T 81 5T 3, oI g1 HRUT a4, TR SR Hiaad
H1EE 8

What that means for the fishing industry that largely drives Greenland’s economy is
unknown.

%W%Wmqumq@ﬂ, S WS Ft srferawat &1 o7 onuR 7, U8 ot Wy
I

Fishing accounts for up to 95% of exports, many to the territory’s biggest market, China,
along with the United States, Japan and Europe.

T Fafd 959 a@ frata &1 fewa ¢, oM vgE SoIR 19 8, 91y 8 ged Iea ST,
STaT 3R TR of =i |

Mr. Aargil explained how he fishes for halibut and cod.

anfife 3 g i g geflae ok ®is Tafd! &1 RBR 9 #d ¢

Other top catches are shrimp and snow crab, which including legs, can reach more than
one metre long.

3 U IS i ofiR &t tha €, et dars tRY I ue Hex | iR 8 el 3|
Traditional ice fishermen, who make up half the local industry, are seeing the most
dramatic changes to the way they fish.

URUN Mg fPRRA, S RIHT I T T THT T TR €, 3107 ASalt Ubs & aii!
7YY 93 95 oA IR ]

Fishing has shaped Greenland’s communities.

TSal e A Mads F Tgerl B SMHR o gl

The harbour where fishermen return to sell their catch is at the heart of every town or
village.

IE GG TEf AR (U Uhs ST died &, & /6% T TMd &1 6% gl g

Before heading out, some fishermen pick up boxes from fishing companies on the island to
pack their catch.

gﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂ@&ﬁ&ﬁ%%ﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬂaﬁww&ﬁwéﬁ
|

In the capital Nuuk, the catch is winched from the boat to the fish factory.

AU P B UHS B! 1a Y IaTHR =T et 0 Ugaran Srdm g1

Toke Binzer, the chief executive of the island’s single biggest employer Royal Greenland,
said he is increasingly worried about a future with greatly diminished sea ice.

3 % Tad g8 Fiigar Iad Mds & T SRR eld famor A gl f% a8 uios & agsh
6 & 95 HH 8 B AR Fifad B

That could push traditional fishermen towards larger communities and into the ranks of
commercial fishing.

I URURSE AFSMRI &) 98 TSI B 3R 3R ATaHIRAS A ST & o7 & forg ofd o
TH g

The challenge now is to support traditional fishermen when there is sometimes “too much ice
to sail, too little to go out on”.

318 A T8 § [ URuRe Agaml & a9 gad foar e w9 st “Aierad & fore aga sifte
T 3R IF W a4 & 1T 9ga 9 I il 81

Already, that unpredictability has caused a “huge problem”.

g ST Usd 81 U a9t HH™T 59 g1 5|

Royal Greenland already loans fishermen money to buy a boat, which they repay from
selling their catch.

%ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ?%ﬁﬁén@aﬁﬁmaﬂaﬁ%%@WW%m%aﬁmm
|
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If everyone turns to fishing from boats, that could help economically but lead to overfishing,
said Boris Worm, an expert in marine biodiversity at Dalhousie University, Canada.

g Tt AT A1GT ¥ TS Ume al dl SO e a1y B TehdT § Afdh Sreafie Hoet
B (SRR B e f € It 8, T H1ST $ Saeien [Ayfemed & qus 9
fafaear fa=ivg aifva a3 3 T3

In Greenland, there are already signs of too much fishing close to shore as halibut are
getting smaller.

Wds o 9 & U It aod udhed & Yohd a3 § Fife galiae Asforl eIt gt
RG]

Mr. Worm agreed, calling it a classic sign of overfishing as the bigger fish are caught and
the smaller, younger ones are left.

T} 3 eHfa Jd1d U 8l o U8 SaRfb R &1 aaiiie Yaohd § Fife go! waferl uws ot

STt € 3R Bt @ gar woferal T S Bl

e On his boat near Nuuk, Mr. Aargil considered another challenge.

T & U 3Ol 19 W i A U

3R AT TR faar faar|

o Warm weather is making some fish harder to catch as they go deeper in search of colder

waters.

T WY & HRU & TSI Uh ST Hid g1 71 § Fifes 3 33 UL Bt qensy & Tewrg o

ERIRCIGIR]

e “lt'stoo warm,” he said, looking at the hills around the fjord.
I IS & Uy Bt UgTiSdl ) d §U el, “U8 9gd T 817
e “lI don’t know where the fish is going, but there’s not so much.”
I2i FeT, “go Tt Ud1 IS el Hal o @1 €, Afe 31 gat 3iftrep T8 g1
e Options beyond fishing remain few in Greenland.
Wds & A ST & Siamal fadey 9gd & g
e Tourism is increasing but far from making up a big part of the economy.

Tfeq 93 81 8, Afde andt off srfarawat o1 3o g 79 ¥ F1HT R B

Climate risks must prompt international legal reforms

o far, states have focused on addressing
s climate change’s biophysical impacts and

finding burden-sharing formulae that aveid
serious socio-economic harm to developing and
least-developed countries. The grave
consequences of climate change are likely to
prompt a renegotiation of some of the
fundamentals of international law, including
permanent sovereignty over natural resources
(PSNR), requirement of territory for statehood,
and unsettling of maritime zones.

The principle of PSNR is a fundamental right of
states and peoples, which represents the resolve
of developing countries to attain economic
independence. Under the PSNR, a state has the
right to extract fossil fuels above and below
ground. The urgency to restrict global average
temperature below 1.5° Celsius is giving rise to the
demand among many states, scholars and
policymakers to phase out fossil fuel. Scholarly
writings increasingly support a Fossil-Fuel
Non-Proliferation Treaty to keep large swathes of
fossil fuels that remain in the ground

The issue of fossil fuels, first raised at COP 28
and again at COP 30 - even outside the formal
agenda — highlights growing momentum for a
phase-out. The developing countries may accept
limited obligations impinging on PSNR towards a
common concern of mankind but these must not
be permanent or disregard the interests of high
fossil-fuel-dependent nations. The limited
obligations should be accompanied by developed
countries providing sufficient finance and
transferring carbon-neutral ‘best available
technologies’ to developing nations

Climate change and territory

International law specifies that territory isa
necessary prerequisite for statehood. The 1933
Montevideo Convention in Uruguay established

Anwar Sadat

is an Associate
Professor in
International
Environmental Law at
the Indian Society of
International Law,
New Delhi

Climate change
may drive a
renegotiation of
key
international
law principles,
including
statehood
territory and
maritime zones

the four criteria of statehood - territory,
permanent population, government, and the
capacity to enter into relations with another state
— as the benchmark for state recognition.
Sea-level rise (SLR) threatening small island states
poses the question of their continued statehood.
Although the presumption of state continuity is
unquestionably part of customary international
law, several states are not categorical about its
application to SLR. The International Court of
Justice, in its advisory opinion, has said that once
a state is established, the disappearance of one of
its constituent elements would not necessarily
entail the loss of its statehood. Scholars have
described the ICJ's opinion on this aspect as a
very modest legal claim.

In 2023, the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF)
declared that international law does not
contemplate its demise in the context of climate
change-related SLR. Even the Montevideo
Convention does not mention how much
territory is to be lost to lose statehood. James
Crawford, an authority on creation of state, is of
the view that while a state must possess territory,
there is no rule specifying a minimum size.
Despite these arguments and legal claims,
statehood generally remains precarious and often
borderline.

The unprecedented risks to be faced by
small-island states must prompt the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) to use the forum of the
Conference of the Parties (COP) to apply
equitable principles, addressing gaps in existing
law beyond strict legal rules

Climate change-induced migration

In international law, the status of people who are
likely to move to another country in the context
of SLR is unclear. Such people also lose

protections and benefits which accrued to them
in their own country. The 1951 Refugee
Convention defines a refugee as someone who
moves to another country, or is unwilling to seek
protection from their country of nationality, due
to a well-founded fear of persecution based on
race, religion, nationality, membership in a
particular social group, or political opinion. As
climate refugees do not fit in the 1951 ambit,
Frank Biermann, an expert on Earth System
Governance, suggests a separate independent
legal and political regime created under a
Protocol to the UNFCCC on the recognition,
protection and resettlement of climate refugees.
Such a protocol could build on the political
support from almost all countries as parties to the
UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement.

Unsettling of maritime zones

SLR is likely to unsettle baseline (the legal
expression of coast), which will correspondingly
affect other maritime zones such as territorial
sea, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone
and continental shelf. The adverse scenario has
prompted an increasing number of states,
especially Pacific Island states and the other small
island states to declare the existing baselines as
permanent, which means that coastal states do
not need to adapt to their existing baseline due to
SLR.

This approach is at odds with another
approach which a state is permitted under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) to adopt (ambulatory baseline) in the
context of SLR. Accepting either of these
approaches would require changes in the
interpretation of UNCLOS rules.

Thus, climate change-induced risks posed to
the international legal order need to be
renegotiated by the states on a priority basis.
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O5Mar. Climate risks must prompt international legal reforms
STeaTg ST BT SIaRITR ST GURT B YR H1 91fee

Climate change and international law fundamentals

Saarg uiadd

3R SIARTERT T BT Y TURUME

So far, states have focused on addressing climate change’s biophysical impacts and
finding burden-sharing formulae that avoid serious socio-economic harm to developing
and least-developed countries.

3§ IF Iod T ¥U ¥ Jearg TRad & wig-Hifae gural I Aued sik i asn s &
A TeH R Hid @ ¢ dife fAeraRid iR sreu-fae i 3=t o mik g anfie
A Y AT S o |

The grave consequences of climate change are likely to prompt a renegotiation of some
fundamentals of international law.

Sreraryg uRad= & 1R uRum dyad: SR S & $9 7o Risidl @t g: araf &
URd 4|

These include permanent sovereignty over natural resources (PSNR), the requirement of
territory for statehood, and the unsettling of maritime zones.

aﬁwﬁwwﬁwnﬁtwuw (PSNR), I50cd & fore & &t smazaear, sk Ty

&t Y FRURaT S g2 2nfiret 1

The principle of PSNR is a fundamental right of states and peoples.

PSNR &1 Rigia Tsal iR ST &1 T gayd SHfUer g1

It represents the resolve of developing countries to attain economic independence.

T faerasita 3 3 enfie Tadsrar ure w3 Ft ufdagar & gxiar |

Under PSNR, a state has the right to extract fossil fuels above and below ground.

gsm%%ﬁwwaﬁaﬂq%weﬁ?:ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁﬂmémﬁmﬁmwm
I

The urgency to restrict global average temperature below 1.5°C is giving rise to demands

to phase out fossil fuels.

AfYy 3N aTIHE B 1.5°C | ) @A P ATaLIHAT SIaT=RH S B JHTW B B 7R
EIEEREN

Many states, scholars and policymakers are supporting such a transition.

3 ey, fagr ok ify fAmfar s9 ohada sr e R W

Scholarly ertlngs increasingly support a Fossil-Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.
TGt & TRa B BIRTa-Wgd AT-Mre= | & 30 & gfg a1 21

The objective is to keep large swathes of fossil fuels that remain in the ground.

$UD] 32 U8 ¢ b o<t 7 & sfared v o HfYy & v € e fear wmg

The issue of fossil fuels, first raised at COP 28 and again at COP 30, highlights growing
momentum for a phase-out.

gamigqmaaqaﬁcop 28 3R fhR coP 30 # ITT T, S 39 HHITG Bt ggal M
A B

The issue was discussed even outside the formal agenda.

Ig e SNUaTie TolsT & e’ i == & @

Developing countries may accept limited obligations affecting PSNR toward a common
concern of mankind.

AT AHId DI ATfeD foidT BT & T 7@d U PSNR R 8 Hifid giiia WiaR
IR GHd g
However, such obligations must not be permanent or ignore the interests of high fossil-fuel-
dependent nations.

Afp T TR Rt 16T g9 13T SiR Sftar=d $99 W sy Ak o= & el &1
SECtCIEHERSISIINY
These obligations should be accompanied by sufficient finance from developed countries.

3 il o Ty faw e <= gRT watw faxfta wgraar of < St =nfgul
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They should also involve transfer of carbon-neutral ‘best available technologies’ to
developing nations.

a@fﬂﬁ%mﬁ:@a‘mwaﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmﬁ
|

Climate change and territory

Saarg uiadd

3R &=

International law specifies that territory is a necessary prerequisite for statehood.
SARRTENI FTH & 3R I F Y &7 T 3MMaa® T 3|

The 1933 Montevideo Convention in Uruguay established four criteria of statehood.

1933 BT 397 A g3 ACAST THIe Iaed & IR Hes Muffvd sxar g1

These criteria are territory, permanent population, government, and the capacity to enter
into relations with another state.

A TS § — &, RIRR SRS, IRPR, 3R ST I & AT WY AT B Ft
&I

These criteria serve as the benchmark for state recognition.

I S g BT AT & fore A19e 9 91d &

Sea-level rise (SLR) threatening small island states raises questions about their continued
statehood.

Y% W § gfS (SLR) ¥ B ghiia Tl & T & a1 T8 W UY 33 @ 8

Although the presumption of state continuity is part of customary international law, many
states are not categorical about its application to SLR.

BTciiich Ied FARERAT 1 YR WRURTTA SIaRRIPIA SIA BT [6R1 8, b $3 Id Tg%
TR S | TS I B AH WY T8l 5

The International Court of Justice (ICJ) stated in its advisory opinion that disappearance
of one constituent element does not necessarily mean loss of statehood.

T (1CJ) 7 301 WIS 7d H Fel f& fhdt 359 & U dd & JH 8l
T ¥ SHTIRID a1 [ IUDT Iedd THTW Bl oY |
Scholars have described the ICJ’s opinion on this issue as a very modest legal claim.
fagml A 39 fawa W 1cJ $1 I\ 3! UH 9gd WA ST grar garn g
In 2023, the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) declared that international law does not
contemplate their demise due to climate change-related SLR.
2023 ¥ Wb SMgdsd WRH (PIF) 7 90N &t % Saarg ufiad 3 93 94s ©WR afa &
HRU I HHIE I BT HeUAT SARTPII S H 51 I 75 3
Even the Montevideo Convention does not specify how much territory must be lost for a
state to lose statehood.
gl o o wieafsa a@eq 1t ug =181 Farar fo Isuw Jare g4 & forg fovamit yfiy &1
T ATaRAS B
James Crawford, an authority on creation of states, states that a state must possess
territory but there is no rule specifying a minimum size.

o4t & FFator & vy 9w $ivs & SUR B o9 & U & 81T ava® §, Afd
YATH ATHR F IR | BIg g T8 B

Despite these arguments and legal claims, statehood often remains precarious and
borderline.

3 | 3R PILAT Tal & STaulg IeTed R SRR R Hrara fRufa & 1 ear 81

The unprecedented risks to be faced by small-island states must prompt the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to use the forum
of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to apply equitable principles, addressing gaps in
existing law beyond strict legal rules.

B¢ gt T4l & o S1dgd SIRIH! &7 FTHAT BT TS, ?HEHFHT%;

FTURET MFUTHT (UNFCCC) & G&HRI B HI9hT 3HTh ¢ UIdfs (CO u%rwrauuhaa—{
w%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁvﬁwwﬁaﬁﬁﬁgﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁawm|
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Climate change-induced migration

STy uiad- 3

Unsett

ERERCINE]

In international law, the status of people who are likely to move to another country in the
context of sea-level rise (SLR) is unclear.

i ST T 37 9 ! RUf 3Ry & S s TR # g (SLR) & RO g i1 A
M & forg HoeR 8 ¥ehd B
Such people also lose protections and benefits which accrued to them in their own
country.
T T 3o Tt =0 H e are) gRam 3w amw ot =@ 3 B
The 1951 Refugee Convention defines a refugee as someone who moves to another
country or refuses protection from their country due to well-founded fear of persecution.

1951 IRVMIT T & 3IOR RN a5 =i § i Iaftes & IR Uy & HRUI G <
T 7T § AT 37U <X ¥ GRET O ¥ SHR HRaT g

The persecution must be based on race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular
social group, or political opinion.

g8 Idits sifa, o, It faRkre arfre Tz @1 e, 71 Ao AR & snur
WR g1 AT

Since climate refugees do not fall within the 1951 Convention, new legal frameworks are
being proposed.

FifP Srararg TRonAf 1951 TR Bt aRuTeT § T8 31, ST 7T ST efd TRaTfad fhu
BRG]

Frank Biermann, an expert on Earth System Governance, suggests a separate legal and
political regime under a Protocol to the UNFCCC.

Y Rireew o= & IR %o faaR@s 3 UNFCCC & it T Wieidia & A1 F S{eRT
P 3N I SawRIT 591 &1 g1d o 3|

This regime would focus on recognition, protection, and resettlement of climate refugees.
I8 IR TAdY IRVMTAGT &t AT=dT, GRedT, 3R gAafq W Sigd grft|

Such a protocol could build on the political support from countries that are parties to the
UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement.

ﬁmuﬁ%ﬁaﬂ”ﬁ UNFCCC 3R R qusia & UadR I & Ieifae aad= o sneria g
Hhdl gl

ling of maritime zones

Tt At P SRR

Sea-level rise (SLR) is likely to unsettle the baseline, the legal expression of a coastline.

ggn;%wﬁq@(sm)éwmaﬁ&@mmﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁwmaﬁm Sif¥eafad
|

This will correspondingly affect other maritime zones.
S URUFERSY 3 THe &3 R +ff gurg gg|
These include the territorial sea, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone (EEZ), and
the continental shelf.
3T Ui g, Iftree 87, falky enfife & (EEz) iR werdhfia Aew wnfi €1
The potential threat has prompted many states, especially Pacific Island states and other
small island states, to declare their existing baselines as permanent.
Y YHITad WAk & HRUT P I, [V y=rid gt <=1 SR 3=y Bie ity 3rat, 3
Tt T[T dHeTs & RITf ¥ &1 & fHar g
This means coastal states would not need to adjust their baseline despite SLR.
%maﬁ%%aﬁumﬁaﬁmmq@% STaq[G 30! Sams § URadH g Bl
[

However, this approach conflicts with another method allowed under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
g%us%@aﬁmw%mwﬁgﬁvgw(ummg & ST SATHT QIR R

ERIGIN
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UNCLOS permits an ambulatory baseline, which can shift with changing coastlines.
UNCLOS & d&d TIfa=ite a|aTs (ambulatory baseline) @1 3AR 8, St Sead! dev@r &
1Y Fae bl g

Accepting either of these approaches would require changes in the interpretation of
UNCLOS rules.

8 ¥ fopddt ot P10 1 WHR A & W UNcLos & frawl @t saren & ufvad=
TGS BRI

Thus, climate change-induced risks to the international legal order must be renegotiated
by states on a priority basis.

39 YR Faary TRad § I SIfEH] & SR SqRTPIA ST AT & D5 Ugqel ol
IeAl gRT MTATHar & SMYR W Y: I1af & A 0 1 51|
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