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05Mar. Former MP and veteran journalist H.K. Dua dead 

            और   र      र एच.  .             

 H.K. Dua, former editor of three leading national dailies and Rajya Sabha 
member, passed away on Wednesday after a brief period of illness. 

 एच.  .    ,          र                             और र         ,         र    

            र                      

 The veteran journalist breathed his last at a private hospital where he had been 
undergoing treatment for the past three weeks. 

 इ    र      र    ए                             ,                                 र  

र       

 The cremation will take place at the Lodhi Road crematorium on Thursday. 

 उ              र      र         र                      ए    

 Apart from the distinction of serving as the Editor of The Hindustan Times 
(1987-94), and Editor-in-Chief of The Indian Express (1994-96) and The Tribune (2003-
09), he also worked as the media adviser to two former Prime Ministers, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee and H.D. Deve Gowda. 

                 (1987-94)          ,              ए     (1994-96) और          

(2003-09)          -  -च                              , उ                         ,     

    र          और एच.  .                          र                        

 

GS Paper 1: History,  

TOPICS COVERED  05 March 2026 

05Mar U.K. museum returns 16th century bronze statue to Indian government 

   .  .            16                        र   र  र          

05Mar Lutyens and the politics of symbolism 

        और            र       

05Mar QUIZ 
 

05Mar. U.K. museum 
returns 16th century 
bronze statue to 
Indian government 

   .  .            16    

                  

  र   र  र          

 The Ashmolean 
Museum in Oxford, 
England, has returned a 
16th century bronze 
statue of Saint 
Thirumangai Alvar to the 
Government of India, 
following a detailed 
provenance research and 
liaison with Indian 
authorities. 

                     

ए                     

           र    16    
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                    (         र च ) और   र          र                         र  

 र  र                  

 The handover was marked at a ceremony at the High Commission of India in London on 
Tuesday. 

 इ       र           र               र                     ए     र                 

     

 Ashmolean director Xa Sturgis and professor Mallica Kumbera Landrus, head of the 
museum‘s Department of Eastern Art, were present. 

 ए              ए ए       और                                        र       

    र        इ     र  र उ         

 In a statement, Mr. Sturgis said: ―The Ashmolean is pleased to see this important object 
returned to India, and we are grateful to the Indian authorities and scholars who have 
helped establish its provenance. 

 ए                         : ―ए                 र                              र     

              ई   , और      र          र    और               र             इ         

       र              

 The Museum and the University of Oxford are committed to ethical collection practices 
and continued research into our collections, their origins and their history.‖ 

         और                                   और          , उ             

        र   र  र                     ‖ 

 A High Commission spokesperson thanked the museum for its decision to return the 
bronze icon to its original place of worship – the Sundararaja Perumal temple in Thanjavur 
district in Tamil Nadu. 

 ए                                             उ                –                   र 

            रर              र –          र                 ए             

 The spokesperson described the move as ―not merely the restoration of an object of art, but 
the reunification of an icon of faith with its intended shrine, restoring memory, and 
enabling cultural continuity‖. 

         इ         ―                          ,                    उ          र      र 

           ,               और            र  र                        ‖        

Acquired in 1967 

 1967            

 The Ashmolean acquired the statue in 1967. 

 ए          इ           1967                 

 According to the Sotheby‘s catalogue, the bronze was sold by private collector J.R. 
Belmont (1886–1981), though no information is available on how it entered his collection. 

                       र                             . र.         (1886–1981)   र        ई 

  ,                 र  उ                  उ                        

 In November 2019, an independent French scholar alerted the museum to research linking 
the bronze to a 1957 photograph taken at the Shri Sundararaja Perumal Temple. 

     र 2019    ए                                   उ           र                      इ  

                     रर              र        ई 1957    ए     र          

 The image was in the archives of the Institut Français de Pondichéry and the École 
française d‘Extrême-Orient. 

                              च र  और ए            ‘ए     -  रए               र          

    

 The scholar identified the bronze as one of several objects in collections in Europe and the 
United States recorded in the archives. 

          इ                                  र   और       र       र                       ई 

            ए                   

 On February 11, 2020, a temple executive officer filed a police report noting that a 
modern replica had replaced the original bronze. 
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 11  र र  2020    ए      र       र       र            र          र ई                    

                      ए                 र      ई     

 The Indian High Commissioner then made a formal claim for the return of the bronze 
statue on March 3, 2020. 

 इ          र              3   च  2020                             ए औ च  र       
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05Mar. Lutyens and the politics of symbolism 

        और            र       

 On February 23, Edwin Lutyens‘s bust was removed as part of the government‘s ongoing 
decolonisation drive. 

23  र र      र  र      र                             ए                      (  )    

              

 In its place now stands the bust of C. Rajagopalachari, the first Indian Governor-General 
of independent India. 

उ             . र        च र                   ,           र            र        र-

  र      

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi framed the move as an act of ―leaving behind symbols of 
slavery.‖ 

          र           इ         ―                              ‖                     

 The Opposition criticised the move in predictable terms. 

        इ           र च  और                             

 This is not the first time a statue or bust has been taken down. 

          र                                              

 Such acts are attempts to wreak vengeance on the past and rewrite the future. 

                            और                   र                    

 There is no need to shed tears for Lutyens or what he represented. 

           उ                     ए                               

 He is perhaps the only architect in modern history whose name became synonymous with 
an entire city for nearly a century. 

                         ए           र                   ए           र    र        

     र    

 Pierre Charles L‘Enfant, who designed Washington D.C., has only a few landmarks 
named after him. 

   र  च     ‘ए   ,                    .  .        इ      , उ         र                 

 These include a plaza, a metro station, and promenades in the city. 

इ    ए      , ए             और                       

 His recognition as the city‘s architect was erased and only resurrected a century later. 

  र          र          उ                   ई    और ए                      ई  

 Today he lies buried in Arlington Cemetery, overlooking the city. 

                         फ    ,           र     ई          

 He was interred there 84 years after his death. 

उ                84          फ          

 Walter Burley Griffin, the Chicago architect who planned Canberra, has a lake and a 276-
km road named after him. 

   र          ,             र              ई, उ         र ए      और 276           

        

 But no city bears his name. 

             र        उ         र          

The move to India 

  र      र    

 Lutyens was an ambitious man. 

        ए                    

 At 19, with little architectural training, he started working independently. 

19              ,                            , उ                               



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
 

 He was convinced of his talent and supported by social connections. 

उ               र          और उ                            र        

 His wife Lady Emily was the daughter of the Earl of Lytton, the former Viceroy of India. 

उ             ए                            ,      र              र       

 Lutyens turned to India because England was changing. 

             र     ओर                         र       

 An assertive middle class was pushing the aristocracy out of power. 

ए  उ र                                      र  र र       

 High taxes on the wealthy introduced in 1909 reduced the demand for country houses. 

1909       र    र    ए  ए     र        र                                          ई  

 However, Lutyens disliked India and was often uncharitable toward Indians. 

                     र               और      र   र                र           र       

 An unrepentant racist, he wrote to his wife Emily criticising the Taj Mahal. 

ए    र                 उ               ए                                        

 He wrote that ―The Taj by moonlight becomes so bald and indefinite… It is wonderful 
but it is not architecture.‖ 

उ              ―च                                …                                    ‖ 

 This remark was not an isolated statement. 

           ई                   

 In another letter, he mocked the ineptitude of Indian craftsmen. 

ए           उ        र      र  र                    उ      

 He sarcastically suggested the government should ―breed them‖ as a task for Eugenic 
societies. 

उ                            र  र    इ   ―     र   च   ए‖,                          

           

The Lutyens legacy 

             र    

 Lutyens was part of a three-member committee sent from London to select the site for 
New Delhi. 

                                                  ,       उ                 ए     

          

 Later he was involved in designing the city. 

            र                        ए  

 When he arrived in Delhi, he had no experience in town planning. 

            ए,    उ     र                              

 He was essentially a country-house architect who rose to prominence partly through 
brilliance and partly through social connections. 

                                     र   ,                           और             

                   र                

 He was not the sole architect of the capital. 

   र          ए           र          

 He shared responsibility with Herbert Baker, his friend-turned-rival. 

उ            र                                   र                 

 He did not design the bungalows occupied by Parliamentarians that are often associated 
with his name. 

उ                             ए                र       और      र उ                         

 Lord Hardinge, who negotiated Delhi‘s design with Lutyens and the London bureaucracy, 
has largely been erased from the city‘s memory. 

           ,                 और                                  र             , उ        

  र                              

 Hardinge Avenue was renamed Tilak Marg in the 1960s. 

       ए            1960               र            र           
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Political jousting 

र          र   

 Lutyens ultimately secured near-exclusive credit for the city‘s design not just because he 
was talented, but because he was an exceptional public-relations strategist. 

                   र                     र           इ   ए                                , 

    इ   ए             ए       र          र       र     

 His friendship with the publisher of Country Life, a magazine devoted to English 
architectural beauty, ensured that nearly every house he designed received glowing 
coverage. 

                           उ         ,                          र             ए        

  ,             र         उ      र      इ    ए  ए       र घर               और   र   

      

 Robert Byron‘s effusive praise of the Viceroy‘s House (now Rashtrapati Bhavan) in the 
1931 Architectural Review further elevated his standing, even as Byron dismissed buildings 
such as the Parliament House, designed by Baker. 

र        र    र      र        (   र          )    1931                         ई 

               उ             और         ,      उ          र        र   र      इ      ई 

इ  र                        र   र       

 But, there is no denying Lutyens‘s brilliance: he completed roughly 800 projects, an 
enviable body of work in both scale and variety. 

                          इ   र                  : उ           800   र     ए    र     ,    

       और                                        उ   र      

 It is unlikely that the government went into such minutiae before deciding to remove his 
bust. 

                      र  र    उ                                         इ           र       

    र          

 In the last century, his name has transitioned from an adjective to a pejorative. 

             उ        ए                र ए     र                     र                 

 Any English-speaking liberal elite who benefitted from the old order is marked as ‗Lutyens 
Elite‘. 

  ई                         र                        र                उ    , उ           

ए                                 

 Removing the Lutyens bust is also a measure of shadow-boxing with this elite. 

                          इ                    ए     र            र               

       

 The decision to put Rajagopalachari‘s bust in his place is politically expedient for the ruling 
party in view of the upcoming Tamil Nadu Assembly polls, especially when it is 
supplemented by the narrative that Rajaji had been ignored by the previous Congress 
governments. 

उ        र        च र                                                  च                

 ए               ए र                   र    ,       र       इ                         

      र                         र  र        र               

 Our pugilistic public discourse, of course, demands that we pick a side. 

   र    र                                              र                 ए        

च    र   

 The Opposition‘s response here was banal —lamenting that ―whatever is left of Lutyens‘ 
design history will be broken down‖ and folded into a narrative of purging colonial 
remnants. 

                         र     —          ए                         र                 

      , उ              ए   और इ   औ                                             र      

  ए    

 Yes, preserving history matters. 

   ,             र     र               
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 Successive governments have had a shameful track record with preserving history. 

     र           र  र               र                र            र       

 Whatever monuments remain, often exist without any context. 

        र        ,      र                                    

 For the British did not build New Delhi out of generosity. 

                                     र        र                

 They shifted the capital from Calcutta to consolidate the new King‘s authority and manage 
the political fallout from the partition of Bengal. 

उ      र                          र             ए र                                और 

                   उ   र                                       

 Similarly, the Narendra Modi government did not begin redeveloping New Delhi during the 
COVID pandemic because there was a pressing urban need. 

इ      र  र         र  र               र       र                                      

       र              र              

 Both the British and the Modi government were driven by the same impulse: to stamp 
their imprint on the city. 

      और       र  र          ए       र                :   र  र                 

 Thus, the government‘s ―decolonisation‖ effort is less about historical justice and more 
about shaping headlines. 

इ     र  र  र                                                  और    च र          

                          

 And that, ultimately, is the real story here — not Lutyens, but the politics of symbolism. 

और                                   —             ,             र        

 
05Mar. QUIZ: Holi celebrates the arrival of which 
season in India? 

Answer: Spring 

1. Holi as a Festival of Spring 

 Holi is a major Hindu festival celebrated across India and 
marks the arrival of the spring season. 

  It usually falls in February–March on the full moon day of 
the Hindu lunar month Phalguna. 

  The festival symbolizes the end of winter and the 
beginning of spring, a period associated with renewal, fertility, 
and agricultural prosperity.  

 With blooming flowers and pleasant weather, Holi 
represents nature‘s rejuvenation and new beginnings.  

2. Cultural and Agricultural Significance 

 In traditional Indian society, Holi coincides with the Rabi crop harvest period, making it an 
important agrarian celebration. Farmers celebrate the abundance of crops such as wheat and 
barley and pray for prosperity. 

  The festival‘s vibrant colors reflect the colors of spring flowers like palash and marigold, 
symbolizing joy, vitality, and the renewal of life.  

 Hence, Holi also represents gratitude for nature and agricultural success. 

3. Symbolism of Seasonal Transition 

 Holi marks the transition from winter to spring, a time when days become warmer and 
nature awakens after the cold season. 
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  The festival begins with Holika Dahan, a ritual bonfire that symbolically burns away 
negativity and winter‘s hardships.  

 The following day, people celebrate with colored powders, music, and festivities, expressing 
happiness for the arrival of a fresh season filled with hope and harmony. 

4. Social and Cultural Renewal 

 Beyond seasonal change, Holi also signifies social renewal and unity. 

  People forget past conflicts, forgive one another, and strengthen relationships. Communities 
gather to celebrate together through colors, dance, and traditional foods. 

  Thus, Holi represents both the arrival of spring and the beginning of a new social and 
emotional cycle, reflecting optimism, harmony, and togetherness in Indian culture.  

Holi commemorates the victory of Vishnu as Narasimha over which demon 
king from mythology? 

Answer: Hiranyakashipu 

1. Mythological Background of the Story 

 The festival of Holi is associated with the mythological story of Hiranyakashipu, a powerful 
demon king mentioned in Hindu scriptures such as the Bhagavata Purana and Vishnu 
Purana. 

  Hiranyakashipu obtained a boon that made him nearly invincible and demanded that 
everyone worship him as a god. However, his son Prahlada remained devoted to Lord 
Vishnu, leading to conflict between the tyrannical father and his devout son. 

2. Appearance of Vishnu as Narasimha 

 Angered by Prahlada‘s devotion, Hiranyakashipu attempted to kill him multiple times but 
failed due to divine protection. 

  Finally, Lord Vishnu appeared as Narasimha, a half-man and half-lion incarnation. 

  Narasimha killed Hiranyakashipu at twilight, on a palace threshold, using his claws, thereby 
bypassing the conditions of the demon‘s boon and restoring cosmic justice and 
righteousness. 

3. Connection with Holika and Holi Festival 

 The Holi festival is also linked with Holika, Hiranyakashipu‘s sister, who attempted to burn 
Prahlada in fire 

 . Prahlada survived through divine grace while Holika perished. 

  The ritual of Holika Dahan, observed on the eve of Holi, symbolises the victory of good over 
evil, faith over arrogance, and the protection of righteousness. 

4. Cultural and Religious Significance 

 The story emphasises the Hindu philosophical belief that dharma ultimately triumphs over 
adharma. 

  Through the narrative of Narasimha defeating Hiranyakashipu, Holi celebrates devotion, 
moral courage, and divine justice.  

 The festival therefore carries both seasonal significance and a deep spiritual message that 
righteousness and faith are always protected by divine power. 

This festival, related to Holi, is a Hindu swing festival celebrated during this 
time, especially in Assam, Odisha, Gujarat and Bengal 

Answer: Dol Purnima 
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1. Meaning and Timing of Dol Purnima 

 Dol Purnima is a Hindu festival celebrated on the full moon day (Purnima) of the month of 
Phalguna, usually in March, coinciding with the period of Holi.  

 The word ―Dol‖ means swing, referring to the ritual of placing idols of Lord Krishna and 
Radha on decorated swings. The festival marks the arrival of spring and symbolizes joy, 
devotion, and celebration of divine love. 

2. Religious Significance in Vaishnav Tradition 

 The festival holds special importance in the Vaishnav tradition, particularly in West Bengal, 
Odisha, Assam, and parts of Gujarat. 

  Devotees worship Radha and Krishna, apply abir or colored powder, and sing devotional 
songs.  

 The festival also coincides with the birth anniversary of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1486 CE) 
in Bengal, a major saint of the Bhakti movement, which increases its spiritual significance. 

3. Rituals and Celebrations 

 During Dol Purnima, idols of Radha and Krishna are placed on a decorated swing (Dol) 
and taken in a procession around temples or villages. 

  Devotees offer flowers, sweets, and colored powders, and perform kirtans and bhajans. 
People gently swing the idols to symbolize divine playfulness and celebrate with music, 
dance, and the exchange of colors, similar to Holi celebrations. 

4. Cultural and Regional Importance 

 In West Bengal, the festival is popularly called Dol Jatra, while in Odisha and Assam it is 
also celebrated with temple rituals and community gatherings.  

 The festival represents devotional joy, harmony, and the onset of spring. By linking 
Krishna devotion with Holi festivities, Dol Purnima highlights the cultural integration of 
seasonal celebration and spiritual devotion in Indian traditions. 

This community started celebrating the festival, at least through the 19th 
century, with its historic texts referring to it as Hola. It is also called Hola 
Mohalla. To which religious community is this significant to? 

Answer: Sikhs 

1. Origin and Meaning of Hola Mohalla 

 Hola Mohalla is a major festival celebrated by the Sikh community, usually observed a day 
after Holi in the month of Phalguna (March).  

 The term ―Hola‖ historically appears in Sikh texts and traditions.  

 The festival was formally initiated by Guru Gobind Singh in 1701 at Anandpur Sahib. 
Unlike Holi‘s playful colors, Hola Mohalla emphasizes martial spirit, discipline, and 
community strength among Sikhs. 

2. Historical Background 

 The festival was established by Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru, to encourage the 
Khalsa community to practice military readiness and bravery.  

 During the Mughal period, the Sikh community needed strong defensive capabilities.  

 Hola Mohalla became an occasion for mock battles, martial training, and demonstrations 
of courage, reinforcing the Sikh principle of saint-soldier (Sant-Sipahi). 

3. Major Rituals and Celebrations 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
1

 

 The largest celebrations occur at Anandpur Sahib in Punjab, where thousands of Sikhs 
gather. 

  Activities include martial arts displays (Gatka), mock battles, horse riding, weapon 
demonstrations, and military-style processions. 

  Devotional singing (kirtan), community meals (langar), and religious gatherings are also 
organized, combining spiritual devotion with martial tradition. 

4. Cultural and Religious Significance 

 Hola Mohalla symbolizes the Sikh ideals of courage, unity, service, and faith. 

  The festival highlights the Khalsa‘s role in protecting justice and resisting oppression.  

 It also strengthens community bonding and collective identity through religious gatherings 
and shared meals. Today, Hola Mohalla is recognized as an important Sikh cultural and 
religious festival, attracting devotees and visitors from across the world. 

This is a national holiday in this country, where it is called the Phagwa festival. 
The capital of this country is Paramaribo. Name the country 

Answer: Suriname 

1. Phagwa Festival in Suriname 

 Phagwa, the local name for Holi, is celebrated as a national holiday in Suriname, a country 
in South America whose capital is Paramaribo.  

 The festival marks the arrival of spring and the victory of good over evil, similar to Holi in 
India. In Suriname, people celebrate by throwing colored powders (abir), singing traditional 
songs, and organizing public cultural events. 

2. Historical Background and Indian Diaspora 

 The celebration of Phagwa in Suriname dates back to the 19th century, when indentured 
laborers from India were brought to the Dutch colony between 1873 and 1916. 

  These migrants carried their religious and cultural traditions, including Holi.  

 Today, people of Indian origin (Hindustani community) form a significant part of 
Suriname‘s population and continue to preserve these traditions. 

3. Cultural Celebrations and Traditions 

 During Phagwa, large gatherings take place in Paramaribo and other towns, where people 
sing traditional folk songs called Chowtal, play drums, and throw colored powders. 

  Cultural organizations and government bodies organize public celebrations, music 
performances, and community feasts, making it a national multicultural event that includes 
people of different religions and ethnic backgrounds. 

4. National Significance 

 Suriname officially recognizes Phagwa as a national public holiday, reflecting the country‘s 
multicultural identity and respect for cultural diversity.  

 The festival has become an important symbol of social harmony and shared heritage in 
Suriname. It also highlights the lasting influence of the Indian diaspora in shaping the 
country‘s culture and traditions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
2

 

 

 

GS Paper 1: Society   

TOPICS COVERED  05 March 2026 

05Mar The quiet demographic revolution unfolding in India 

   र       र र                         

 

05Mar. The quiet demographic revolution unfolding in India 

   र       र र                         

 For much of the late 20th century, discussions of India‘s future were framed by a single 
anxiety: population growth. 

20             र                        र           र      ए      च    —                

                     

 The assumption was that rapid fertility would outpace the economy‘s ability to generate 
food, infrastructure, and public services. 
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                                         र                               ए  ,    

   ,             च  और              ए        र       

 The infamous ―Population Bomb‖ thesis of Paul and Anne Ehrlich was a key text that 
informed public policy for decades. 

    और    ए             ―                  ‖  ई                                  

 र        ए              र र    

 Over the last 25 years, India has experienced a fertility transition of extraordinary speed. 

      25          र                                                  

 Data from successive National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) show Total Fertility Rate 
(TFR) falling from levels near four children per woman in the 1990s to around replacement 
level, with most States now at or below 2.1 children per woman. 

     र  ए र        र  र                                             र 1990           

               च र         घ  र               र  र    ई   ,              र      

          2.1         उ        र     

 The chart provides the sharpest indication of this. 

इ                  च          र       

 India, long viewed as the archetype of a ‗high-fertility developing country‘, has quietly 
become a relatively low-fertility society. 

  र ,                           र                                        ,           

ए           र                          

 In the NFHS-1 and 2 periods, many States reported TFRs between three and five children 
per woman, and some — particularly in the Northeast — recorded even higher levels. 

ए ए एचए -1 और ए ए एचए -2      र    ई र                            च                 

      र         ई, और     —       र      र    — इ             र       ए  ए  

 By NFHS-3 and NFHS-4, fertility had dropped substantially. 

ए ए एचए -3 और ए ए एचए -4          र              र               

 But the most striking change appears in NFHS-5, where a majority of the States cluster 
below replacement fertility. 

           उ         र     ए ए एचए -5        ई        ,              र            र 

     च     ए     

 The dispersion of fertility across States has also narrowed, indicating convergence 
towards a low-fertility norm across India‘s regions. 

र          च       र       र            ,      र                             र    

         र     र                

 One can categorise the States by their TFRs into three tiers — low, medium and high. 

र        उ              र       र  र             —    ,     और                      

         

 In NFHS-1 and 2, there is a clear bunching of southern States exhibiting lower fertility 
rates relative to central, northern and northeastern States. 

ए ए एचए -1 और ए ए एचए -2                               र              र      , 

       ,   र  और      र र                    

 However, starting from NFHS-3, these tiers get more heterogeneous, where States from 
other regions also begin to move into lower fertility categories. 

        ए ए एचए -3    इ                              ई             ,                  र   

            र                              

 The northeastern States (except Tripura), Uttar Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Haryana, 
Punjab, and Rajasthan show the highest declines in fertility across the five rounds. 

     र र   (    र         र),   र     ,     और    र,   र    ,       और र         

   च       चर         र         र                र          ई  

 Of the States that had relatively low fertility rates to begin with, Karnataka, West Bengal, 
Gujarat, Maharashtra and Odisha have the highest decline. 

    र                         र               , उ          ,           ,    र  ,    र    

और                      र            ई  
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Significant transformation 

          र     

 Almost all scholars of the phenomenon have pointed to rising women‘s education and 
delayed marriage as proximate causes. 

इ                                                      और            र     इ         

  र                       

 As educational attainment rises, the expected returns to labour market participation 
increase, while the opportunity cost of early and repeated childbearing grows. 

    -              र        ,        र          र                           ,          

और   र-  र           र         र                     

 Where the labour market offers meaningful opportunities, fertility tends to fall faster and 
where employment remains precarious, the transition proceeds more unevenly. 

            र            र       र     ,            र                ,           र    र 

   र र                 र                              

 A second factor could be the diffusion of new family-size norms through migration, 
urbanisation, and media exposure. 

   र    र      ,   र  र  और                             र  र     ए    र           

      र             

 The many decades of family planning messages may have contributed to such changes. 

  र  र                                                र                            

 Once smaller families become the social standard, fertility decline accelerates even 
where income levels or institutional conditions lag behind. 

          र  र                        ,          र      र                  ,           

 र                        र    ए   

 Third, the decline reflects public health successes. 

   र ,      र                                          

 Improvements in child survival reduced the need for ‗precautionary fertility‘, the historical 
pattern in which families had more children to insure against high mortality. 

          र        र        र                                      र     ,    

                                  र  र          र      र        ए                र       

 Vaccination programmes, maternal health services, and nutritional interventions have 
quietly reshaped reproductive behaviour by increasing the confidence that children will 
survive into adulthood. 

     र          ,                 और                                        र    

           ,       इ                                          र      

 However, not all the reasons for this decline may be positive. 

        इ    र             र     र                  

 It is also possible that the rising cost of raising children is a factor. 

                             -                  ए    र      

 As schooling, healthcare, and housing become increasingly monetised, children shift from 
being contributors to household production toward becoming intensive investment 
projects. 

    -         ,          और                     र          र     ,      र             

                        र                             र             र         र       

 Families that once relied on informal social arrangements now face a world in which 
upward mobility requires substantial expenditure on education and skill formation. 

     र  र          च  र                  र     र   ,             र              र र      

                               ए      और             र   र   च                  

Myriad consequences 

       र    

 The first is that there is a ―demographic dividend,‖ in which the share of working-age 
people with low dependency ratios creates the potential for faster growth. 
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              ए                            ,                                    और 

       र                                          र       

 Without a structural shift towards labour-absorbing industrialisation and public 
investment, the dividend risks being squandered. 

      -    र  औ       र  और                             रच       र              , 

                             

 The second surrounds the political economy of fertility. 

   र               र                            

 Southern and western States, where fertility has been below replacement level for some 
time, are moving more rapidly towards aging populations. 

      और       र  ,            र                     र      च    ,                     

         ओर    र       

 This divergence is likely to reshape patterns of internal migration, fiscal transfers, and 
political representation over the coming decades. 

      र                       र       ,            र  और र                          

                

 The movement of younger workers from relatively poorer, higher-fertility regions to 
aging, lower-fertility regions may become one of the defining structural features of 
India‘s internal economy. 

                         र   और            र                   और          र      

         ओर        र         र             ए         रच                         

 For decades, population control programmes occupied a central place in development 
planning. 

 ई                                                        र        

 Today, the more pressing need is the opposite: building the institutional foundations for 
a low-fertility society. 

                       इ       र     :          र                ए        

   र            

 This includes childcare, pension systems capable of supporting an aging population, 
healthcare systems oriented toward chronic rather than infectious disease burdens, and 
urban infrastructure able to accommodate continued migration and household 
transformation. 

इ              ,                      र                      ,        र             

          र      र                ,       र  र       और   र  र   रच        र        

          र          र      रच             

 India‘s demographic story is therefore no longer one of unchecked population growth. 

इ     र   र                                                      र       

 The key policy concerns now will be those of employment, aging, migration, and the 
social organisation of care. 

                च   ए  र    र,        ,       और                                   

       

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED   05 March 2026 

05Mar With assisted dying, Canadians are choosing when to go, often with a smile 

                       ,               च   र                 ए ,   र          
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05Mar. With assisted dying, Canadians are choosing when to go, often with a 
smile 

                       ,               च   र                 ए ,   र          

    

 Jacques Poissant‘s suffering stopped the day he asked his daughter if it would be ―cowardly 
to ask to be helped to die‖. 

                  उ                     उ                               र                 

―   र  ‖       

 The retired Canadian insurance adviser was 93, and ―was wasting away‖ after a long battle 
with prostate cancer. 

                             र 93           और          र            ई        ―  र -  र     

   र     ‖  

 ―He no longer had any zest for life,‖ Josee Poissant told AFP. 

 ―उ                 ई उ               ,‖                AFP           

 Last year her mother made the same choice at 96 when she realised she would not be getting 
out of hospital. 

           उ              96                                 उ                          

   र          ए     

 She died surrounded by her children and their partners listening to the music she loved. 

              और उ                    घर   ई,                              ए              ई   

 ―She was at peace. She sang until she went to sleep.‖ 

 ―                             र    ‖ 

 Josee Poissant remembers it as a beautiful and moving moment. 

             इ   ए      र और                          र       

 ―There isn‘t a good way to die, but for me this was the best‖ and it was ―a privilege to have the 
time to say goodbye‖. 

 ― र        ई      र             ,         र    ए               ‖ और ―                   

      ए           र    ‖ 

One Canadian in 20 

  र 20       ए         

 One in 20 Canadians who died in 2023 chose themselves when they would go. 

 2023     र         र 20       ए                                                      

 Assisted dying has been legal since 2016 for people at the end of life. 

                                र                ए 2016               

 The right was extended to those suffering from serious and incurable illness in 2021, even if 
death was not ―reasonably foreseeable.‖ 
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         र 2021        र और          र                             ,             ―     

              ‖       

 While Britain and France consider similar measures, Canada is preparing to go even further. 

            और             उ       र     र  र र     ,       इ                       र   र र   

    

 A parliamentary committee is set to start work next month on whether assisted dying should 
be extended to those suffering exclusively from mental illness. 

 ए                                 र      र                                         

           र                                      ए  

 Claire Brosseau hopes this will be her final battle. 

    र           र            उ             ई       

 She took her right-to-die case to the courts after struggling for decades with bipolar 
disorder. 

 उ                     र       र      घ    र                र           र             

       ई   

 ―I‘ve been treated by psychiatrists, psychologists, counsellors and 12-steps rehab in 
Montreal, New York City, Toronto and Los Angeles,‖ she said. 

 उ         , ―  र  इ        च      ,             ,  र           और 12-                     

          ,            ,   र    और     ए                ‖ 

 ―I‘ve tried antidepressants, antipsychotics, mood stabilizers, benzos, sleeping pills and 
stimulants, cognitive behavioral therapy, dialectical behavioral therapy... tai chi, reiki, 
meditation, veganism, art therapy and music therapy,‖ the former stand-up comedian 
said. 

         -                  , ―     ए          , ए           ,            र,     ,        

    और        ,                र    र   ,                  र    र   ...     च , र   , 

        ,       ,       र    और         र           ए    ‖ 

 ―There‘s nothing really that I haven‘t tried. It‘s just been too much for too long,‖ she told AFP. 

 उ      AFP       , ―                                                                        

   ‖ 

 Every day is a trial for the 49-year-old who lives alone with her dog Olive in a little apartment 
in Toronto. 

 49                 ए  र     ए   र           ,      र                                            

             र        

 ―I have about 10 to 30 minutes a day where I‘m OK. But the rest of it is just terrible,‖ 
Brosseau said. 

            , ―            10    30                                   ,                    

              ‖ 

 She only goes out to walk Olive when the streets are deserted, has very limited contact with 
her family, no longer sees her friends, and has her groceries delivered. 

                    घ         र                             ,        र  र                    

र      ,                           और   र           र             

 Even her appointments with her psychiatrists are done by video from her neat, minimalist 
home. 

            उ        च              उ                उ      फ-   र  घर                   

            

 A change in the law would allow her to ―go in peace and safety, surrounded by love. It won‘t 
be violent. I won‘t be alone,‖ she said. 

 उ                            उ   ―      और   र         ,   र     घर   ए                         

                               र     ‖ 

 Canada was to allow assisted dying regardless of illness by 2024. 

          2024        र      र      ए                                              

 But this was pushed back by three years, with the government saying it wanted to make sure 
that the already overwhelmed mental health system was ready. 

       इ                ए             ,        र  र                           र            

                      र                        र     
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Trivialised ‗as therapy‘ 

 ‗  र   ‘                           

 Eight out of 10 Canadians support assisted dying, but some worry about widening it further. 

 10       8                                  र     ,               इ   और     र            र 

           

 The issue has been trivialised to the point of being ―presented as a form of therapy‖, argued 
Trudo Lemmens, a health law professor at the University of Toronto. 

           ,                    र                         र   ,                इ          

इ        र                     इ   ―  र       ए    ‖                       र       

 ―We have already seen a sharper rise in cases than in other countries‖ like Belgium and the 
Netherlands, which pioneered the practice. 

 ―                                                और    र                                ,‖ 

        इ                      

 ―The desire to commit suicide is often an integral part of a psychiatric disorder,‖ and it is 
extremely difficult to predict how a mental illness will develop, he said. 

 उ         , ―         इ     र                र                ,‖ और                 

                          र                    

 But Mona Gupta, a psychiatrist who chaired an expert panel that advised the government, 
insisted ―there is no clinical reason to draw a line separating people with mental disorders 
from those with chronic physical illnesses.‖ 

                  , ए      च    ,          र  र                                        

  ,           ―      ई           र                           र                           

  र  र       र                             ए ‖ 

 ―We are talking about a very small number of people‖ who have chronic, severe, treatment-
resistant mental disorders, Dr. Gupta said. 

   .            , ―                                र र     ‖             घ      ,     र और 

उ   र-   र               र     

 ―We have to acknowledge that there are people who have been ill for decades and have 
undergone all kinds of treatments, and that the suffering caused by certain mental illnesses 
is sometimes just as unrelievable as physical pain,‖ she argued. 

 उ         , ―        र  र                                      र    और  ई    र      च र 

 र          , और                 र                       -      र  र                      

        ‖ 

‗Keeping control‘ to end 

        ‗          ए र   ‘ 

 Quebecker Rachel Fournier, 71, who has brain cancer, has just learned that her request to 
die has been approved. 

          र च        र, 71    ,             र   ,       -            उ     र                

   र       र  र              

 ―When you‘re suffering, you feel like it‘s never going to end,‖ she told AFP. 

 उ      AFP       , ―                     ,                                   ‖ 

 ―Knowing that there will be an end, and that I can choose the moment, is an immense relief.‖ 

 ―            इ             और    उ                    , ए               ‖ 

 ―I‘m keeping control over my life even though I can‘t control what‘s happening to my body,‖ 
said the mother of two and grandmother of four as she admired the winter sun on the snow 
outside her room in a palliative care centre. 

                और   र                    , ―              र           ए र  र     ,           

      र र           र                          र     ,‖                    र    र           र  

      र      र                            र        

 Two doctors examined her request, making sure all the criteria were met. 

       र      उ       र              और                              र    ए  ए  
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GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED   05 March 2026 

05Mar Reckless wreckers 

   र           र     

05Mar What will Nepal‘s landmark general election decide? 

                       च            र   ? 

05Mar The more things change in Iran, the more they remain the same 

   र            च            ,                        र       

05Mar Uncertainty faces China Inc.‘s projects in Iran 

  र      च            र         र          

05Mar Iran says it is ‗trying‘ to swiftly appoint new Supreme Leader 

 ईर                                        र      ‗     ‘  र र      
 

 

05Mar. Reckless wreckers 

   र           र     

Attacks on Nuclear Facilities and Global Risks 

 र               र      और             

 Nuclear facilities have faced unprecedented threats of late. 

               र                            र             र           

 Since its capture by Russian forces in 2022, Ukraine‘s 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant has faced repeated shelling and 
drone strikes. 

2022               र                           र       र          

        र-  र     -  र  और                      र र       

 While Russia wished to be the sole nuclear-armed successor 
to the Soviet Union, Israel has viewed Iran‘s nuclear programme as 
an existential threat and has attacked its weapons sites since 2024. 

                             ए      र    -      र     र        

        ,        र        र       र                        र  

       ए 2024    उ         र       र        ए     

 In 2025, the U.S. launched targeted strikes against Fordow and 
Natanz, which enrich uranium, and Isfahan, a fuel cycle complex. 

2025        र           और       (       र                    )     

              च    र र  र             ए  

 U.S. President Donald Trump claimed they were 
―obliterated‖, but the IAEA found that the enriched uranium stockpile 
was largely intact at Isfahan. 

    र   र                                        ―  र   र    ‖     ए, 

      IAEA                               र             र   फ        

  र        

 On March 2, the IAEA had said that the Bushehr and Tehran 
reactors had not been hit or damaged until then. 

2   च     IAEA                   र और    र    रए र                 

            ए     

 Strikes on March 3 surfaced reports of damage to the Bushehr 
airport and again in Natanz, according to Iran‘s state media. 

3   च                   र       र  र                 र      र          

और                   र         ई   

 The broader pattern of attacking nuclear facilities is 
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worrisome. 

 र               र                      च           

 Aside from overt attempts, at least one hacking attempt has breached the National Nuclear 
Security Administration, which manages the U.S. nuclear stockpile. 

                  ,          ए                 National Nuclear Security Administration 

              ,        र       र         र           र       

 Ransomware groups have also targeted global energy firms and Brazil‘s state nuclear 
operator. 

र       र                               और          र    र       च                       

    

 The Geneva Conventions prohibit states from endangering nuclear facilities if they release 
―dangerous forces.‖ 

             र             र                   र              र              ―  र    

      ‖               

 However, neither the U.S. nor Israel appears mindful of these risks. 

            र   और   र          इ                                  

 Iran has also accused the IAEA of spying for Israel. 

 र      IAEA  र   र         ए         र       र                

 Physically destroying a facility only removes one layer of risk; the humanitarian and 
environmental effects are often intractable. 

      र                               र                 ए   र          ; इ           

और      र           र      और                    

 A damaged reactor core or spent fuel pool could release caesium-137, a long-lived isotope 
that causes acute radiation sickness and contaminates land for decades. 

       रए र   र                         -137             ,                      

   और         र  र         र                                     र          

 Radioactive particles can be carried by winds, affecting global food security. 

र                    र  फ           और             र              र          

 Damaging nuclear facilities overseen by an unstable regime also risks loss of custody of 
enriched uranium. 

   र               र                                             र           र        र     

            

 Such strikes do not achieve a strategic resolution and may accelerate Iran‘s resolve. 

              र                             और  र              और        र          

 Iran has already shifted assets to deeper and more clandestine facilities. 

ईर                  र            और   र                                  र   र          

 Military force has also destroyed the diplomatic and verification frameworks required for 
long-term safety. 

      र   ई                र        ए               और          च             र  र 

         

 This leaves negotiations as the safest way to restore regional stability. 

इ            र         र             र                  र           

 Iran is already facing 60% inflation, and the U.S. could trade sanctions relief for IAEA 
monitoring. 

 र           60%                    र र      और     र   IAEA    र                        

र                

 Iran has also finalised long-term deals with Russia and China. 

ईर         और च                                         ए     

 In return, it is securing air defences and navigation systems to negate Western 
advantages. 

इ         उ        र   और                       र                                        

     

 Bringing Tehran back to the negotiating table could reduce its dependence on these 
growing partnerships. 
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   र       फर                  र      इ              र     र उ        र          र      

    

 Conversely, military action risks a refugee exodus from a population of 93 million. 

इ       र  ,       र   ई    93                           र                र      

 It could also provoke asymmetric retaliation against U.S. Gulf bases. 

       र                               फ                     उ             

 Ultimately, the greatest risk remains the threat of a nuclear disaster. 

                 र   र                    र        

 

05Mar. What will Nepal‘s landmark general election decide? 

                     च            र   ? 

 Nepal will be voting in a landmark general election on Thursday, in what many see as a 
quest for political change. 

              र    ए              च         ,       ई     र          र               

          र       

 The polls follow last September‘s youth-led movement against corruption, 
misgovernance, and a patronage-driven economy long associated with an ageing 
political class. 

   च                र        -                            र     ,       च र,         और 

  र       र                 फ   ,                    र                    र       

Why is this election different? 

   च                

 The election is being held two years ahead of schedule because of the two-day Gen Z 
protests during which 77 people lost their lives, including 19 who were killed in police 
firing on the first day of demonstrations on September 8. 

   च           र                      र       र                         र   -      र           

     र   77                ई,          19     8      र                         र       र   ए  
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 The vote is viewed as a corrective measure — an opportunity to break Nepal‘s cycle of 
revolving-door politics that has plagued the country for decades and to create conditions 
for implementing the demands of the youth movement. 

इ           ए      र                         र      —                             

 र          र-  र        र  र      र                      और                          

      र        र                    र          

 Those demands — accountability, clean governance and economic reform — resonate 
well beyond the youth protesters and across the broader population. 

         —         ,         और           र —                   र                     

                           र       

What will this election decide? 

   च            र    

 Voters will elect a new House of Representatives. 

       ए   ई                       र     

 Nepal‘s House of Representatives, or Pratinidhi Sabha, is the lower chamber of the 
federal parliament and has 275 members — 165 elected through the First-Past-The-Post 
system and 110 through Proportional Representation. 

                       घ             च          और इ    275             —       165 

       -   -             और 110                                              

 Voters cast two ballots: one for an individual candidate under FPTP and another for a 
political party under PR. 

                       : ए     -   -                             र      ए और 

   र                           र                ए  

 Under FPTP, the candidate with the higher number of votes in each constituency wins. 

   -   -                       च                                       र             

    

 Under PR, seats are allocated to parties based on their nationwide vote share. 

                                    र                     र                     र 

 र             

 Nepal‘s Election Commission uses the Sainte-Laguë method to distribute PR seats. 

              च                                        र       ए    -             

उ      र       

 A party that secures at least 138 seats — a simple majority — can form a government on 
its own. 

  ई र               138           र         —        र          —            र  र 

             

 If no party reaches that threshold, the single largest party is invited to form a government, 
typically through coalition-building. 

              इ                     ,                    र  र            ए             

       ,     र  र            र  

What are the key political forces? 

    र                      

 For much of the post-1990 democratic era, two parties have dominated Nepali politics — 
the Nepali Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist). 

1990                       र                        र        र         ए र   —               

और                      (ए              -         )  

 K.P. Sharma Oli of the CPN-UML was the Prime Minister, backed by the Nepali Congress, 
when the September protests took place. 

    ए -  ए ए       .  .          उ                 ,                                   , 

        र      र          ए  
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 In 2008, these establishment forces were disrupted by the rise of the Maoists, who entered 
electoral politics after ending a decade-long insurgency. 

2008    इ                                                    ,                            

    च      र                     

 Riding anti-incumbency sentiment and public demand for change, they emerged as a 
major force. 

   -  र          और   र                      र     ए          र               र 

उ र   

 Following the recent protests, Pushpa Kamal Dahal of the Maoist Centre brought together 
around a dozen smaller communist factions to form the Nepali Communist Party. 

         र                                                     ए                   

         ए      र                                 

 The new formation adheres to Marxism-Leninism and what it calls Scientific Socialism. 

                  -         और                                , उ          र       

 However, many voters view it as part of the entrenched political establishment it once 
challenged. 

         ई        इ   उ         र                                                       

    

 A major new player is the Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP). 

ए                  र                    

 Formed just six months before the 2022 elections, it has generated a groundswell 
reminiscent of the Maoists‘ rise nearly two decades ago. 

2022    च                                  इ                                           

          र             

 As in 2008, anti-incumbency sentiment and calls for systemic change are shaping the 
political mood. 

        2008         ,    -  र          और           र                    र        

            र    र       

 The difference now is that the Maoists themselves are widely seen as part of the old guard. 

   र                                      र    र                                   

 The RSP positions itself as a centrist liberal alternative to traditional parties. 

र                         र   र                  ए            र                    

 र       

 The Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) advocates restoring the monarchy and reinstating 
Nepal as a Hindu state. 

र                  र               और                     र                   र       

 Nepal abolished its monarchy in 2008 and formally became a federal democratic republic 
under the 2015 Constitution. 

         2008    र            र      और 2015                   औ    र              

            र           

 The RPP‘s electoral performance has historically remained modest, but it cannot be 
entirely dismissed. 

र                     च                                 र     ,       इ     र   र  

  र                         

 Another new entrant is the Ujyalo Nepal Party, founded in December by technocrat 
Kulman Ghising, who is widely credited with ending Nepal‘s prolonged electricity 
shortages. 

ए                               ,                  र                                

     ,                                    र                        

 Ideologically, the party mirrors the democratic socialism of the Nepali Congress but 
presents itself as technocratic and governance-focused. 

     र                                                           ,                     

और                        
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When will the results be known? 

  र                   

 Vote counting in Nepal is slow because of the complex ballot design and the large 
number of parties and candidates. 

                                                  रच   और              र          

              

 As many as 67 parties and 3,405 candidates are contesting this election. 

इ  च        67 र           और 3,405       र        र       

 Votes are counted manually. 

                                

 While FPTP results start to trickle in as counting in individual constituencies is completed, 
PR ballots must be tallied nationwide before final allocation. 

      -   -      र               च                  र        र            ,             

                       र          र            

 As a result, it may take up to a month for the final results to be declared. 

इ    र          र                  ए                              

What are the possible outcomes? 

          र                  

 Nepal‘s mixed electoral system makes it difficult for any single party to secure a 
majority. 

               च                ए          ए           र                     

 Analysts expect a hung parliament and a return to the same old coalition cycle. 

               र                 और   र           च                        

 The RSP is experiencing a groundswell, but converting public enthusiasm into actual 
votes remains a challenge. 

र                                 र     र     ,                                 

             च                 

 Because this election follows a youth-led movement, turnout among younger voters 
could prove decisive. 

         च     ए      -                            र     , इ   ए                        र  

                          

 The RSP could also benefit from voter fatigue, as many may vote for it not necessarily in the 
hope of miraculous change, but with the intent of teaching the old parties a lesson. 

र                                                    ,        ई     च    र           

            ,       र                           र       इ                   
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05Mar. The more things change in Iran, the more they remain the same 

 र            च            ,                        र       

 In September 1941, a 22-year-old Mohammad Reza Pahlavi ascended the throne of Iran 
while his father, Reza Shah, was sent into an honourable exile to Johannesburg by the 
British. 

     र 1941    22            र          र               र           उ         र        

             र                                               

 Becoming a monarch at such a young age, the Shah tried his best to emulate his father. 

इ       उ                     ,                         र   र        र            

 Towards the end of his reign, he even invoked his larger-than-life father‘s authority till the 
Iranian revolution of 1979 forced him to flee. 

                    उ                                      र      ,          1979    

 र             उ              र     र       र       

 Cut to the present. Amid a deepening economic crisis, Iran has been bombed by Israel 
and the United States. 

                ,     र                    र    र   र    और       र       र     र  

    र      ई     
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 Its Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has been assassinated and more than 780 
people have been killed in the country so far. 

इ                                          र     ई    और       780               र  

   च        

 Iran has struck back, and the war has plunged the entire West Asian region into turmoil. 

 र                         और          र       ए                                    

 Shah‘s son Reza Pahlavi, who has lived in the United States since 1979, has declared that 
he is ready to return to Iran ―as soon as possible‖. 

           र        ,    1979          र       र      र  र     ,    घ                 ―      

               ‖  र              ए     र     

 While there has been a clamour in some quarters in Iran to have the crown prince back, 
he has a complex legacy — his father‘s era is seen as a time when Iran had closer ties to 
the West, but it was also a time when there was censorship, human rights abuses, and a 
Savak secret police which suppressed dissent with impunity. 

         र                                            उ     ,       उ      र            — 

उ                                                            ,             र   , 

         र       और                                     र         र             

A disconnected Shah 

             ए     

 In this backdrop, reading Polish journalist and writer Ryszard Kapuściński‘s book Shah 
of Shahs, which traces the last days of the Shah before the Iranian revolution, is an eye-
opener. 

इ                       र और       र                                  ,     र    

                                          र     , ए                           

 Kapuściński‘s book was first published in 1982 and was translated into English by William 
R. Brand and Katarzyna Mroczkowska-Brand. 

                        र 1982            ई और इ                          र.      

और                   -              

 The book gives a sense that the more things change in Iran, the more they remain the 
same. 

           ए      र           र              र            , उ                      र        

 At present, instead of Savak, there are units of the Revolutionary Guard, keeping a fierce 
eye on dissenters, sending them to prison and, in many cases, to their death. 

                       र      र                    ,      र        र        र    र      , 

उ                और  ई                      च           

 The Shah, says Kapuściński, made a sweeping claim, betting on oil, that ―Iran will leap 
forward and build a Great Civilization.‖ 

                 र             र  र     र    ए                      ― र          र 

ए                       र    ‖ 

 The only magic wand the Shah held in his hand and with which he thought of transforming 
Iran in just 10 years was oil. 

                 ए                                 10         र            च       ,        

    

 As Kapuściński writes: ―Oil kindles extraordinary emotions and hopes, since oil is 
above all a great temptation.‖ 

                         : ―         र       ए  और    ए          ,               र 

    ए               ‖ 

 It is the temptation of ease, wealth, strength, fortune, and power. 

         ,   ,    ,       और                  

 It is a filthy, foul-smelling liquid that squirts obligingly into the air and falls back to earth as 
a rustling shower of money. 

   ए       और       र  र                     उ        और  फर                  र       र 

  र       
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 With oil, the Shah used to say, ―I will create a second America in a generation!‖ 

          र           र     , ―   ए             र      र             ‖ 

 He never did, but this vanity ended up being one of the reasons for his downfall. 

                 र   ए,                र उ             र          ए          

 What was strikingly absent in the Shah‘s grand idea of Iran was the well-being of its 
people. 

 र        ए                                                 ,                     

 His notorious intelligence agency Savak was the Shah‘s eyes and ears. 

उ                 ए                     और         

 Savak eavesdropped on everyone who dared to speak out against the Shah. 

     उ                 र                                     र       

 Books and films by Iran‘s best writers and filmmakers were banned. 

 र                 और                         और                र     ई   

 As for the intellectuals, their thoughts were stifled and they were condemned to silence. 

                             , उ      च र                   और उ   च   र         ए     र 

          

 The Shah, writes Kapuściński, left people with a choice between Savak and the religious 
leaders. 

                                          और                             र        ए     

      

 The Islamic revolution of 1979 was thus more of an anti-Shah revolution than a pro-
Ruhollah Khomeini one. 

इ     र 1979                              र            ,                             

          

 He writes: ―A dictatorship that destroys the intelligentsia and culture leaves behind 
itself an empty field on which the tree of thought won‘t grow quickly.‖ 

           : ―ए                          और               र     ,           ए       

                         च र                        ‖ 

 It is not always the best people who emerge from hiding, but often those who have proved 
themselves strongest. 

                  ए                                           ,       र                      

                                 

 Not always those who will create new values, but rather those whose resilience ensured 
their survival. 

                      ए        ए ,                                      ए र    

 In such circumstances, history begins to turn in a tragic vicious circle, from which it can 
sometimes take a whole epoch to break free. 

      र                  ए          च                  ,          र              -      र  

                

 Despite a dose of magic realism in his reportage and beautiful prose, Kapuściński leaves 
out the many instances in which America acted behind the curtains to bring about these 
changes in Iran. 

      र                            और     र                            उ   ई घ   ओ     

उ          र             र                  र  र  र           र                       

Moral police 

            

 But terror did not disappear from Iran. 

       र                         

 In his groundbreaking book What Iranians Want: Women, Life, Freedom, Arash Azizi 
argues that after taking the reins of power from the Shah, ―Khomeini wanted to 
fundamentally reshape life in Iran to conform to his idea of Islam.‖ 

                       र           :     ,     ,          र                            
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                     ,         र                               र           र        

         च         

 Muslim reformers had, for decades, attempted to reconcile their faith and its ideals with 
the necessities of their age. 

          र                         और                                      

           र                    

 Khomeini wanted none of that. 

                                  

 His government was to be Islamic, as he understood it, ―not a word more, not a word 
less.‖ 

उ     र  र                                        — ―  ए         ,   ए        ‖ 

 After Khomeini‘s death, Khamenei became the rahbar of the Islamic Republic. 

                                      र      र  र      

 One of the most consequential figures in Iran in recent times, he built a theocratic 
system. 

               र                                 ए           उ                     

          

 But over the last few years, on Khamenei‘s watch, there was unrest in Iran due to both 
political and economic reasons. 

                                             र        और         र        र             

र    

 In 2022, a Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa Amini was mysteriously killed in Tehran. 

2022          र                           र      र       र                    ई  

 All that she lacked was a proper headscarf. 

उ                       उ        च                      

 Her death in detention led to nationwide waves of protests spearheaded by the women of 
Iran under the slogan ―Women, Life, Freedom.‖ 

  र       उ                 र    र           र          ए              र                 

―     ,     ,       ‖      र               

 Azizi guides readers through a new history that was being written on the streets of Iran by 
its women. 

                उ   ए             र     र           र             र           र       

   र       

 For them, the revolutionaries of 1979 had transformed into today‘s regime. 

उ      ए 1979           र                    च        

 They believed that the Guidance Patrol, a dreaded wing of the Iranian police‘s moral 
division that killed Mahsa Amini in detention, was just another name for the Shah‘s 
dreaded Savak. 

उ                             ,     र                                       और       

                र         र     ,                           ए           ए         

    

The women‘s movement 

                  

 Journalists who reported on the women‘s movement faced imprisonment and even 
death, but they courageously brought to the fore the atrocities being inflicted on the 
people of Iran. 

                   र  र      र            र          और                   र      ,  फर 

   उ                 र             र    र      च र                  

 Fatemah Jamalpour was one such fearless journalist who, despite being arrested 
multiple times and facing many interrogation sessions, kept reporting on state 
repression. 

             र           र     र                  र   र  र      और  ई                

       र             र        र  र         र  र    
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 She was accompanied by another Iranian journalist Nilo Tabrizy, who, however, emigrated 
from Iran after covering the women-led movement from the frontlines. 

उ        ए      र        र        र          ,              -                          

         र        र           र             

 Corresponding through encrypted platforms to protect Fatemah, the two journalists wrote 
For The Sun After Long Nights: The Story of Iran‘s Women-Led Uprising. 

            र        ए ए                        र    ए, इ            र        र        र 

           :     र      र       -                       

 In it, they document the spirit and legacy of the movement and all the events that led 
them to this point. 

इ    उ                      और   र        उ                   र          इ          

        

 Today, many women are once again out on the streets, this time protesting the Israel-
U.S.-led war. 

    ई      ए   फर           र   , इ    र   र   -    र                             र   

 र र       

 In Shah of Shahs, Kapuściński recalls a scene: a policeman under the Shah orders a 
protester to run. 

                         ए              र                           ए           

ए         र                            

 The man refuses to move and stands there until he is no longer afraid. 

                    र  र      और          र                     र      र     

 Kapuściński writes that it is ―precisely the beginning of the revolution.‖ 

                         ―                      ‖     

 The lesson resonates now. 

                           

 The turmoil in Iran may be shaped by the geopolitical designs of powerful states, but no 
durable change can be engineered from outside. 

 र         -      र                    -र                                  ,       

       र        र                       

 As in Kapuściński‘s account, it begins when ordinary people claim their own political 
future. 

                                        ,                          र           र        

              र       

 Any path forward must therefore be led by the Iranians themselves. 

इ   ए                     र                           च   ए  
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05Mar. Uncertainty faces China Inc.‘s projects in Iran 

  र      च            र         र          

 Weeks before U.S.–Israeli strikes in Iran, wide swathes of state-
backed Chinese companies were eyeing projects in areas from energy 
and heavy industry to trade promotion, data showed, spotlighting the 
risks the war presents for business in China. 

  र          र  –  र                          , र          च    

            ए               ,   र       और     र                      

  र     ओ   र   र र  र     ,                       ,           च      

                                     उ   र  र       

 One of Iran‘s closest allies and the biggest buyer of its oil, 
China has so far kept silent about the business and trade impact of the 
attacks, though it condemned the U.S.-led operation as ―unacceptable‖ 
and called for restraint. 

  र            र                    ए  और उ                     र   र, 

च            इ               र और   र   र        र         ए र     , 

        उ        र                           ―       ‖        ए      

 र                

Vibrant commercial engagement 

                       

 Chinese government procurement and tender records on Iran 
show contracts issued in recent months, pointing to the vibrant 
commercial engagement of the two nations, though the total size of 
China‘s investment in the projects was not immediately clear. 

  र              च     र  र   र   और    र  र                        र    ए 

 ए                      ,                                                

ओर        र     ,         इ    र     ओ     च                      र   र   

            

 But the inclusion of many state-backed firms suggests efforts by 
the world‘s second largest economy to boost ties with Iran could transmit 
the business impact of the deepening Middle East crisis beyond just the 
private sector. 

        ई र                            र                                 

      र                     र   र                                      

                                                                

 Beijing has long backed U.S.-sanctioned Tehran in efforts to 
deepen its strategic and economic heft in the Middle East, signing a 25-
year cooperation deal in 2021, though full details were never disclosed. 

                        र                    र             र   र           

                र       और                     , और 2021    25-

                   र     र   ए  ए,         इ      र     र      

                ए  ए  

 China and Iran have drawn closer politically through participation 
in regional blocs, but economic cooperation has stagnated in recent 
years in the absence of benefits to China in non-oil trade, a foreign 
ministry adviser said. 

 च   और  र                            र             र              ए -   र  

    र    ए   ,         र-        र    च                       र         

                     र       ,    ए                     र         

 ―China viewed the Iran protests as a cautionary tale, due to 
Tehran‘s domestic economic mismanagement, governance failures 
and corruption,‖ added the expert, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 
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          ,                         र       ,        ―च       र        र              ए  

च        र                     ,         र     र       र                 ,         

      ए  और    च र    ‖ 

 None of the entities identified in the documents responded to requests for comment on the 
status of projects and whether recent events had affected operations. 

                     ई                   र                और                     

  च                     , इ   र             र                      

Steel to infrastructure 

             रच      

 The Chinese records show contracts, some issued or active in January and February, in 
areas such as steel fabrication, transmission-level grid equipment, hydropower 
commissioning, overland freight corridors and Tehran trade exhibitions. 

 च     र                     र  और  र र       र                           ,            र 

          र ,             र        च   ,                     र  और    र       र 

                                 

 Shanghai Baoye, a major engineering and construction contractor within state-owned 
China Metallurgical Group Corp, issued a tender last month for structural steel supplies 
for a project based in Iran, they showed. 

            ,    र              च                              र ए               र   

और              र   ,                 र       ए    र           ए   रच                     

   र   र      ,     र                

 It also awarded a subcontract worth 7.7 million yuan ($1.1 million) to a local firm for 
project-related equipment. 

 इ      र                    र         ए ए                 7.7             ($1.1 

      )      -              

 Pinggao Electric, widely associated with China‘s State Grid network, published a 
procurement result last month that referred to an Iran project involving a mobile 
substation, documents reviewed by Reuters show. 

                ,               च                               ,                ए   र   

  र                       र     र         उ      ,       ए                      

  ,    र        र        ए                          

05Mar. Iran says it is ‗trying‘ to swiftly appoint new 
Supreme Leader 

  र                                        र   

   ‗     ‘  र र      

 Iran said on Wednesday it was trying to swiftly appoint a 
new Supreme Leader after Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed 
in U.S.-Israeli strikes on the weekend. 

 ईर           र                             र  -  र             

                            र                               

       र             र र       

 ―We are all trying,‖ said Ahmad Khatami, a member of 
the Assembly of Experts for Leadership which is responsible 
for selecting a new leader. 

 ―              र र     ,‖                         ,    

Assembly of Experts for Leadership          ,     ए         

         ए       र     
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GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     05 March  2026 

05Mar Morbi‘s ceramic industry stares at a shutdown as West Asia conflict escalates 

      ए                     र        र                         र  र 

05Mar Indian bond yield climb near 3-week high on crude spike 

                                र            3-            र     र   

05Mar War puts oil, gas imports under stress 

            और           र      

05Mar Investors continue selling stocks as crude gets dearer 

                                    र   च   र   

05Mar IRDAI sets April 1 for insurers to use Ind AS 

 IRDA                    ए Ind AS       र        1              

05Mar Morbi ceramic units face shutdown on propane supply issue 

                        र    र     र              र                  

05Mar U.S.-Iran war impacts Indian rice shipments to West Asia destinations 

     र  - र               ए          ए   र    च            र      

05Mar Urea, DAP prices rise amid Iran war tensions, supply concerns 

  र            और         च           च    र  ,   ए                 
 

 

05Mar. Morbi‘s ceramic industry stares at a shutdown as West Asia conflict 
escalates 

      ए                     र        र                         र  र 

 The ceramic industry in Gujarat‘s Morbi faces a potential shutdown in the next few days as 
gas supplies from the Gulf region remain disrupted due to the ongoing war-like situation 
involving Israel, the United States and Iran, industry representatives said on Wednesday. 

    र        र        र                                                   र               

                                  र   ,       र       र   और  र             र           

          र             ई   ,     उ                       र         

 West Asia is facing military turmoil where the U.S. and Israeli forces are at war against Iran, 
which has closed the Strait of Hormuz — a major passage for vessels. 

      ए         उ  -               र र               र   और   र         र          फ 

         ,                   ए ए                                   र          

 The war has intensified since the killing of Iran‘s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
on Saturday, in attacks carried out by the U.S. 
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  र                                            र        र     र    ए  ए                 

           और                

 The ceramic industry relies heavily on propane or natural gas for its operations, 
particularly for firing kilns and drying processes. 

   र                           ए                  (      )          और                ओ  

     ए                       र           र  र       

 President of the Morbi Ceramic Manufacturers Association (Vitrified Tiles Division), 
Manoj Arvadiya, said petroleum and gas shipments coming from the Gulf countries had 
been impacted, with consignments stuck at the Strait of Hormuz, which is under Iran‘s 
control. 

   र     र            र   ए    ए   (                     )              र       

                                           और                       ए    और  ई             

        र       ई   ,     र                    

 ―Gas is the main fuel for the Morbi ceramic industry. 

 ―      र     र               ए     ई        

 Due to the current situation at the Strait of Hormuz, the gas supply for the industry has 
stopped,‖ he said. 

                                    र  उ         ए                       ई   ,‖ उ           

 Companies using propane gas had a maximum stock of only three to four days, he said. 

 उ                          उ      र                                             र        

        

 Regarding CNG supplied by Gujarat Gas Ltd, he said the estimated available stock would 
last about one week. 

    र                 र                        ए         र     उ             उ             

         ए                      

 ―If the war situation persists, then in the coming week or 10 days, we will face a situation 
where the entire ceramic industry will have to suspend operations. 

 ―                    र      ,             ए          10                                 र   

             र    र                               र          

 This is the possibility we foresee,‖ he added. 

 उ         , ―                              र      ‖ 

 Echoing similar concerns, Haresh Bopaliya, president of the Morbi Ceramic Manufacturers 
Association (Wall Tiles Division), said the supply chain for natural gas and propane had 
been disturbed, affecting the timely availability of fuel to units. 

 इ    र          ओ         र    ए   र     र            र   ए    ए   (         

      )                                           और                                  ई 

  ,       इ  इ            र ई       उ              ई     

 ―The supply chain for natural gas and propane has been disrupted. 

 ―            और                                  ई     

 Because of this, the timely supply that companies should be receiving is not happening,‖ Mr. 
Bopaliya said. 

 इ    र                      र                  ए   ,               र     ,‖                     

 He noted that propane stock with companies was likely to last only two to three days, while 
natural gas supply from Gujarat Gas was estimated to continue for around 10 days. 

 उ                                                                               ,      

   र                                     10            र  र                  

 ―After that, if we do not get propane or natural gas, we will face the situation of shutting 
down the industry,‖ he said. 

 ―उ                                                  ,        उ         र                    

 र        ,‖ उ           

 Around 600 units 

      600         

 Mr. Bopaliya said Morbi currently had around 600 ceramic units and employed two to three 
lakh workers. 
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                         र                     600   र                और इ                  

         र      

 Ceramic manufacturer Manibhai Bavarva said most units in Morbi were dependent on 
propane and natural gas, with nearly 80% using propane. 

   र                       र               र              इ  इ          और              र 

    र   ,               80%          उ      र       

 He said the propane supply had already been disturbed following an accident at a port in 
Saudi Arabia on February 23. 

 उ             23  र र           र     ए     र     र  ई   घ                               

                          

 ―Because of that, the propane supply has been disturbed since then. 

 ―उ      र                                  ई     

 We were hoping that things would improve slightly by March 10,‖ he said. 

    उ     र र         10   च                  र   ए  ,‖ उ           

 ―Now, because of this war, propane supply has nearly stopped. 

 ―   इ           र                           ई     

 The gas supply may stop completely by this evening or tomorrow afternoon, which could 
trigger an industry-wide shutdown,‖ he added. 

 उ                                            र      र   र                ,         र       

                उ               

 Former association president Mukesh Kundariya said the war-like situation across the Gulf 
region had led to a short supply of fuel, including propane, LPG and natural gas, all of 
which were being sourced from the region. 

      ए    ए                  र                                            र       , ए      

और                  ई               ई   ,        इ                ए    र       

 Mr. Kundariya said the duration of the conflict would determine the length of the shutdown. 

         र                                               र     

 ―If the war continues for one or two weeks right now, this industry is likely to remain shut for 
30 to 45 days. 

 ―            ए                  र  र      ,       उ    30    45              र           

 If it lasts for four weeks, the industry will not be able to restart for two months,‖ he said. 

        च र                ,    उ                 फर                  ए  ,‖ उ           

 He also cautioned that fuel prices could rise sharply when supplies resume. 

 उ                                     फर                                                  

 According to him, survival for units would become extremely difficult if fuel prices rise in the 
future. 

 उ         र                                  ,    इ  इ         ए 

      र                   ए    

 Highlighting the employment impact, Mr. Kundariya said 
about four lakh labourers were directly and indirectly dependent 
on the ceramic industry in Morbi. 

 र    र  र         उ   र  र    ए         र                  च र 

        र      और              र        र           र     र 

    

 ―If the industry shuts down, it will definitely have a direct 
impact on the labourers,‖ he said. 

 ―                       ,    इ                  र    र      ,‖ उ      

     

 

05Mar.Indian bond yield climb near 3-week high on 
crude spike 

                                र            3-

            र     र   
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 Indian government bond yields climbed to an almost a three-week high in afternoon trade 
on Wednesday, tracking a sharp spike in global crude oil prices amid escalating tensions in 
the Middle East. 

   र     र  र               र        र      र   र                         र  र      

 ई,                                                               उ           र   र र       

 The yield on the benchmark 10-year government security rose to 6.7112%, its highest 
level since February 20, say market participants. 

   च     10-      र  र                    र 6.7112%     ई,    20  र र         इ    

     उ   र   ,         र                        

 Traders said a surge in crude prices, particularly Brent crude nearing $85/barrel, triggered 
sell-off in domestic bonds, pushing yields higher. 

                                       उ   ,                        $85       र      र   

           र                    ई,              

    

05Mar.War puts oil, gas imports under 
stress 

            और           र      

 Many unloaded Indian oil tankers and gas 
carriers are awaiting orders from oil companies to 
proceed to other ports for alternative sources. 

  ई        र           र और                       

           इ    र  र र                              

  ए       र         ओर         

 The escalating war in West Asia is putting 
India‘s oil and gas imports under stress with 
tankers and gas carriers bound for India stranded 
in the Persian Gulf and Qatar shutting down its 
Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) production facility. 

      ए                   र         और          

 र          र              र     ओर    र      र और 

           र             फ     ए    और   र    

      र                  (LNG)                  

 र        

 Some 200 internationally-trading crude oil 
and product tankers are stranded in the Persian 
Gulf following a total stoppage of ship movement 
across the Strait of Hormuz, as per Lloyds List 
Intelligence. 

 Lloyds List Intelligence         र      200 

   रर          र  र                और         र 

  र             फ     ए                         

                       र   र      ई     

 Their data shows while China‘s Sinokor has 
the most ships stranded among all owners, Indian 
government-owned Shipping Corporation of 
India (SCI) too is a leading owner whose assets are 
stranded. 

 उ                   र      च      Sinokor         

          फ     ए   ,        र   र  र          

     Shipping Corporation of India (SCI)    ए  

                         फ     ए     
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Stranded at sea 

                   

 SCI ships with cargo carrying capacity of almost eight lakh tonnes are stranded. 

                                      SCI         फ     ए     

 Sanmar Shipping has ships with 3 lakh tonnes of cargo capacity there. 

 Sanmar Shipping                                                            

 At least 22 Indian flagged oil tankers and gas carriers with almost 400 Indian seafarers 
onboard are stranded in the Persian Gulf, said Anil Devli, CEO of Indian National 
Shipowners‘ Association. 

 Indian National Shipowners‘ Association    CEO                               22 

  र                   र और         ,      र      400   र             र   ,   र     

        फ     ए     

 More than 35 Indian flagged ships are in the region, he said. 

 उ             इ         35           र                           

 All of India‘s Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) needs are imported from Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia and they have been stressed too. 

   र      र                    (LPG)              ए    र और       र             

        और उ   र                 

 The Indian government has said that India is in a ‗reasonably comfortable position‘ with 
25 days of crude oil in reserves not including the emergency-earmarked Special Petroleum 
Reserve and two to three weeks of LNG reserves. 

   र     र  र                र  ‗            र           ‘             उ        25 

                        र   ,                                     र              , और       

            LNG     र    उ        

 The government has assured that it had already been looking at diversifying LPG supplies. 

  र  र                                   LPG                  र   र      र र       

 Overall, the Indian flag has some 140 oil tankers and gas carriers. 

          र   र                      140        र और              

 Many unloaded Indian oil tankers and gas carriers are awaiting orders from oil companies 
to proceed to other ports for alternative sources, said Mr. Devli. 

                  ई        र           र और                                  इ    र  र 

र                                ए       र         ओर         

 Saudi Arabia is seeking to pipe fuel supplies to its ports on the Red Sea such as Yanbu as 
alternative export points, says Mr. Devli, adding ships calling on those ports, however, run 
the risk of being targeted by Houthis. 

       र  ई                     र            र                      इ   इ              

       र र           उ                                   ,             ,                      

                   र            ए           र  र        

 Qatar has halted LNG production after its facilities came under attack amid the ongoing 
West Asia conflict, disrupting supplies to India. 

      ए                  उ             र               र    LNG       र          ,       

  र                      ई     

 India, which depends on long-term LNG contracts with Qatar for 40% of its annual 
natural gas needs, has seen a temporary suspension of cargoes. 

   र ,                               40%             ए   र                  LNG 

          र     र   , उ                  र            

CNG prices to double? 

    CNG                      ? 

 While some industrial users can switch to alternative but costlier fuels, the CNG-retailing 
city gas sector warned of severe stress. 

          औ                                           ओर           ,      CNG  र       

                    र                        
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 City gas distribution operators said replacing contracted Qatari volumes with spot LNG 
priced at more than double the contracted rate could erode CNG‘s price advantage and 
result in a permanent shift of customers to EVs. 

             र    र  र                        र LNG             LNG         ,       

               र                     , CNG                           र         और 

                                    (EVs)    ओर              

05Mar.Investors continue selling stocks as 
crude gets dearer 

                                    र   च   र   

 Investors continue selling stocks as crude gets 
dearer. 

                                   र     र       र    

 Indian investors continued selling, triggering the 
benchmark indices to tumble for the second consecutive 
session as oil prices surged on closure of Strait of Hormuz. 

   र                       र  र  ,         च       च     

     र    र          र  ए       Strait of Hormuz                

                 ई   

 Benchmarks Nifty 50 and Sensex 30 closed at 
24,480.50 and 79,116.19, down 1.6% and 1.4% respectively 
on Wednesday, responding to oil surge. 

   च     Nifty 50 और Sensex 30      र         24,480.50 

और 79,116.19  र      ए,                               र  

1.6% और 1.4%      र    

 Nifty 50, where the volume is the highest, opened at 
24,388.80, down over 2% from the previous close, slid to the 
day‘s low of 24,305.40 and hit the day‘s high of 24,602.45 
before reaching the close. 

 Nifty 50,                             , 24,388.80  र         

             2%                ,  फर              24,305.40 

     र  और                  24,602.45        र           

 Twenty of the 21 sectoral indices declined, some of them crashing by more than 3% in a 
session. 

 21     र    च             20      र     ई,              ए           3%           र  ए  

 Only the IT index improved by a marginal 0.1%. 

             च               0.1%          ई  

 The rupee, meanwhile, closed at ₹92.05 a dollar, a fresh low, after the sustained increase in 
oil prices. 

 इ                र                        ₹92.05        र  र       ,    ए        च   

 र     

 This is a 7.3% depreciation from ₹85.47 a dollar in March 2025. 

      च  2025    ₹85.47        र    7.3%      र               

 Currency analysts say that this volatility is expected to continue in case of a sustained 
tension in the region. 

                                                 र                र     र  र           

 ―Indian rupee recorded its steepest two-session decline since May 2025, as soaring energy 
prices intensified fears of persistent inflation and a widening trade deficit,‖ said Dilip 
Parmar, research analyst, at HDFC Securities. 

 HDFC Securities     र च                र  र                                 र       र 

         और          र              ओ           र               2025                    

  -       र            
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05Mar.IRDAI sets April 1 for insurers to use 
Ind AS 

 IRDA                    ए Ind AS       र   

     1              

 The Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI) proposed April 1 for insurers 
to adopt Indian Accounting Standards (Ind AS). 

   र                  और            र  (IRDAI)    

        ओ       ए   र              (Ind AS)        

     1              र    

 The date will be applicable to all categories of 
insurers, including life, general, health insurers and 
re-insurers, IRDAI said, placing an exposure draft and 
a consultation paper in the public domain for 
comments. 

 IRDAI                          र                र 

         ,           ,      ,              और 

                    , और इ           ए    र          

 र                                         ए र       

    

 The move is aimed at promoting more consistency, transparency and comparability in 
financial reporting across the insurance sector in alignment with globally-accepted 
norms while preserving regulatory prudence and safeguarding policyholder interests, 
IRDAI said. 

 IRDAI         र इ         उ                       र                    ,   र       और 

                         ,                                        ,                 

          ए र    और         र                र    र       

 The framework has been developed after comprehensive engagement with insurers. 

       च                          र                                

 The steps are intended to aid smooth transition to Ind AS-based financial reporting. 

 इ           उ    Ind AS     र         र          ओर 

  च     र                र       

05Mar.Morbi ceramic units face shutdown on 
propane supply issue 

                        र    र     र     

         र                  

 Morbi in Gujarat, which accounts for 80-90% of 
India‘s ceramic production, is staring at an 
unprecedented fuel crisis triggered by the U.S.-Iran 
conflict. 

    र        र  ,      र     80-90%   र              

  ए       र   ,     र  - र            उ                 

               र र       

 About 300 units running on propane are likely to 
start shutting down from Wednesday night or Thursday 
as propane supplies dry up and natural gas allocations 
are cut. 

        र                300              र र           र 

                                                       र   

   और                                  र       

 ―If the propane supply stops, then 70% of the 
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units in Morbi are expected to shut operations. 

 ―                              ,      र      70%                     र      उ        

 These units are expected to start shutting down from Wednesday night or Thursday,‖ said 
Manoj Arvadiya, president (vitrified tiles division), Morbi Ceramic Manufacturers 
Association. 

    इ  इ         र र           र                  र        ,‖       र     र            र   

ए    ए                                         र               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

05Mar. U.S.-Iran war impacts Indian rice shipments to West Asia destinations 

     र  - र               ए          ए   र    च            र      

 Export of rice, which is mainly basmati varieties, to west Asian countries is suspended 
following the U.S., Iran, Israel war. 

 च             ,                                ,     र  ,  र   और   र                  

     ए                 ए          र              

 Satish Goel, president of the All India Rice Exporters Association, said of the nearly six 
million tonnes of annual basmati rice exports, 70% to 75% go to west Asian countries. 

           र    ए        ए    ए                                                

              च                 70%    75%      ए                        

 Of this, about one million tonnes goes to Iran. 

 इ            ए             र               

 All exports to Iran and other west Asian countries have stopped completely. 

  र   और         ए                                      र   र             

 There are goods in the ships that are stranded and at the ports. 

                            और    र       र                
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 At a meeting with the Central government officials on Tuesday, the Association sought 
review of demurrage costs. 

       र           र  र          र                   ए    ए         र                 

            

Largest buyers 

           र   र 

 The Indian Rice Exporters Federation national president Prem Garg told The Hindu that 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the UAE are among the largest buyers of Indian basmati rice 
and the exports are usually high between October and March every year. 

        र    ए           र       र                                          र  ,      

 र ,  र   और   ए    र           च                 र   र         और            र  र  र 

        र      च                       

 The Federation has issued an advisory to its members to not undertake new cost, 
insurance and freight commitments for the west Asian destinations and, wherever 
feasible, to conclude sales on free on board terms. 

    र                          ए                  ए  ए     ,      और         

                  और                                   र        र   र             र     

    

 Ship fuel price last Friday was $480 a barrel and on Wednesday $925 a barrel. 

                              र $480       र     और      र    $925       र      ई  

 So, freight costs have shot up. 

 इ   ए                          ई     

 Container and bulk vessel availability are also hit. 

      र और                                ई     

 Between April–December 2025, exports to west Asia totalled 3.90 million tonne and 7.16 
million tonne were shipped to Africa. 

     –     र 2025             ए        3.90                           और 7.16        

                      

 Iran increased its sourcing in the last two months and is expected to have stocks that will 
last for a couple of months. 

  र                               र      ई    और उ                                    र      

   उ        

 Basmati wholesale prices rose 10–15% past month and heightened volatility in basmati 
prices is expected in the coming days, the Federation said. 

                               10–

15%     ए    और                   

                         र-च    

                  ,        र            

05Mar. Urea, DAP prices rise 
amid Iran war tensions, 
supply concerns 

  र            और        

 च           च    र  ,   ए      

           

 With the prices of crude oil 
and liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
trending upward, fertilizer prices 
have also followed suit. 

         और                    
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(LNG)                  र            र                  ई     

 As demand is expected to rise in the coming days, particularly for urea and its key feedstock 
LNG due to India‘s upcoming sowing season, experts fear current disruptions could push 
urea prices beyond $1,000 per tonne. 

                                उ      ,       र    र   और इ                LNG   ,       

  र                                 , इ   ए                                         र   

             $1,000           ऊ र                

 This follows statements from U.S. President Donald Trump suggested the sentence could 
last more than four to ve weeks. 

        र   र                     उ                                               च र    

   च                          

DAP, urea prices 

   ए  ,    र            

 ―DAP is likely to cost at least $1,000 per tonne (FOB), up from around $850 last week, while 
urea may take longer to breach the $1,000 mark (CFR),‖ said a fertilizer industry expert. 

 ए     र                          ए                    $1,000        (FOB)         

  ,                    $850   ,         र      $1,000 (CFR)     र      र  र           

                

 They added Egypt had •nalised deals to buy urea at $492 per tonne just days before the 
U.S.-Israel alliance launched military action against Iran, which triggered an immediate 
price spike to $530 per tonne. 

 उ                      $492            र       र    र           उ                 ए       

    र  -  र               र                  र          र                  ,           

       र      र $530            ई  

 Egypt had also •nalised DAP purchases at $750 per tonne around February 19. 

        19  र र           $750            र      ए       र                      

 Since fertilizers are not traded on commodity exchanges, prices are largely determined by 
suppliers based on demand and the geographical concentration of raw materials. 

          र          ए च      र     र        ए     , इ   ए                              

  र       और                       र        र  र                

 Morocco holds 70% of the world‘s phosphate reserves while Canada and Belarus are the 
primary producers of potash. 

   र                    70%           र               और                      

उ         

 Notably, global urea prices previously breached the $1,000 mark in early 2022 and 
exceeded $900 per tonne in 2021. 

 उ                      र              2022             $1,000     र      र  र         

और 2021    $900                    ई      

 Data from the Fertiliser Association of India (FAI) show urea sales in India in April-
December 2025-26 increased 3.8% to 31.16 million tonne (mt), compared with 30.02 mt in 
the same period last year. 

         र ए    ए             (FAI)                   र     –     र 2025-26      र     

   र        3.8%    र 31.16           (mt)     ई,                इ              30.02 

mt     

 However, local output for the same period fell 3% to 22.44 mt while imports surged 85.3% 
to 8 mt. 

         उ            र          3%    र 22.44 mt र                85.3%    र 8 mt 

        

GS Paper III:  S&T, 

TOPICS COVERED     05 March  2026 

05Mar India ranks second globally in childhood obesity: study 
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    :  च                  र         र  र    र       र 

05Mar Chronic traffic noise exposes kinks in India‘s urban regulations 

  र       र                           र  र                          र 

05Mar QUIZ 

05Mar Bullying Anthropic 

ए           र   -       

05Mar What sparked the DoD–Anthropic clash? 

DoD–Anthropic   र         र           ? 
 

05Mar. India ranks 
second globally in 
childhood obesity: study 

     :  च                

  र         र  र    र  

     र 

 China, India and the 
U.S. each have over 10 million 
children with obesity; the 
World Obesity Atlas‘ report 
highlights risk factors such as 
poor physical activity levels 
and sub-optimal breastfeeding. 

 च  ,   र  और     र           

                    1  र      

           ;             

ए        र                र    

          र  र           र 

और                 र        

             

 Nearly 15 million 
children aged five to nine and 
more than 26 million children 
aged 10 to 19 in India were 
overweight or obese in 2025, 
according to the World Obesity 
Atlas, 2026 released on World 
Obesity Day, which falls on 
March 4. 

   र     5    9                 

1.5  र       और 10    19     

       2.6  र               

2025                               ,         र  4   च        ए                          

 र   र              ए    2026        ई  

 The World Obesity Federation, a global organisation focused on obesity, warned that the 
world was set to miss the 2025 global target to halve the rise in childhood obesity. 

                र   ,            र       ए                ,                          च      

                       र      2025                       र            ए    

 Though the deadline is now being extended to 2030, most countries remain off track, and 
India is no exception, it said. 

                     2030       ई    र     ,  फर                              और   र     

                  ,              
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 Over 200 million school-age children aged five to 19 who are overweight and living with 
obesity are concentrated in just 10 countries across the world. 

         र    5    19            20  र                   ,                             

  ,      10                    

 By the end of 2025, eight countries were projected to have over 10 million children with 
high Body Mass Index (BMI). 

 2025                                         (BMI)      1  र                        

                     

 China, India and the United States each had over 10 million children living with obesity. 

 च  ,   र  और       र       र                               1  र                   

 India stood second only to China in the number of children with high BMI (41 million high 
BMI; 14 million obesity). 

    BMI                        र  च             र       र    (4.1  र      BMI; 1.4 

 र         )  

 China led the two categories with 62 million children with high BMI and 33 million with 
only obesity. 

 च                         र  ,      6.2  र              BMI और 3.3  र                       

 The U.S. had 27 million children with high BMI and 13 million with obesity. 

     र      2.7  र              BMI और 1.3  र                       

 This rise in childhood obesity is expected to have serious health consequences. 

  च                            र       र    उ    र                

 The Atlas pointed out that in India, the number of children with disease indicators linked to 
high BMI is projected to rise substantially by 2040. 

 ए            र   र        BMI              र                               2040         

                   

 The report also highlighted several preventable risk factors across different age groups in 
the country. 

  र                                       ई र                  र          र             

     

 It noted that 74% of adolescents aged 11 to 17 failed to meet recommended physical 
activity levels, while only 35.5% of school-age children receive school meals. 

 इ                 11    17        74%     र            र  र           र      र        र 

    ,           35.5%                                 

 Nearly 32.6% of infants aged one to five months experience sub-optimal breastfeeding. 

      1    5          32.6%                                  

 Among women aged 15 to 49, 13.4% have high BMI and 4.2% live with Type 2 diabetes. 

 15    49                   13.4%    BMI       और 4.2%      2                     

 Children aged six to 10 consumed sugary drinks, averaging up to 50 ml per day. 

 6    10               र                           ,       औ        50        र        

    

 The Atlas found that over one in five (20.7%) children worldwide are living with obesity 
and are overweight. 

 ए            र         र     र    च       ए  (20.7%)                                  

 This was an increase from 14.6% in 2010. 

    2010    14.6%       र        

 The Federation predicts that by 2040, a total of 507 million children will be living with 
obesity or be overweight. 

    र                    2040        50.7  र                                       

Call for action 

   र             

 There is an emphasis on governments to act immediately. 

  र  र        र     र      र    र   र              
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 Johanna Ralston, chief executive of the World Obesity Federation, said, ―The increase in 
childhood obesity worldwide shows we have failed to take seriously a disease that affects 
one in five children. 

                र                 र         र           , ―        र     च                

                          उ      र         र                    र    च       ए                

 र       

 Governments urgently need to step up prevention and management efforts for children 
living with overweight and obesity, and ensure that they receive the care they need.‖ 

  र  र               और                        ए र      और                      र   

                   और             र       ए    उ                    ‖ 

 It has called for strong action to reverse current trends, including taxes on sugar-
sweetened beverages and restrictions on marketing to children. 

 इ                                ए         उ                    ,                   र  र 

और                     र                  
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05Mar. Chronic traffic noise exposes kinks in India‘s urban regulations 

  र       र                           र  र                          र 

Urban Noise as a Public Health Concern in India 

  र                                  र    र 
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 In India, urban noise is relentless yet it is largely under-recognised as a public health 
concern. 

  र       र    र      र     र      ,  फर    इ               र                            

                          

 The average Indian urban traffic reportedly routinely reaches 80–100 dB, exceeding the 
World Health Organization‘s recommended 70 dB limit, creating a recognised risk of 
hearing loss. 

  र      र      औ             र         80–100 dB                ,                  

  र           70 dB                 और                         र       

 Noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL) has long been viewed as an occupational disease of 
factories and mines. 

  र-              (NIHL)                  र      और                             र  

          

 Scientific evidence challenges this assumption. 

             इ    र                      

 Chronic exposure to environmental noise, particularly road traffic, can cause clinically 
measurable damage even in the absence of industrial hazards. 

     र      र,       र                     र      , औ                                

                 उ    र          

Physiological impact 

  र  र       

 Scientific evidence suggests what cities dismiss as background noise may in fact be 
producing measurable biological injury. 

                                र           र     र         र     ,                         

    उ    र          

 CSIR–National Environmental Engineering Research Institute senior technical officer 
Satish K. Lokhande said NIHL typically first appears around 4 kHz. 

CSIR–र           र                                 र              र         .        

        र NIHL              4 kHz  र               ई          

 In a 2022 study on firecracker noise, Dr. Lokhande documented how repeated exposure to 
intense sound peaks, often exceeding 85 dB, ―accumulates auditory stress‖, initially causing a 
temporary threshold shift that becomes permanent with sustained exposure. 

2022    ए                      र  र   .                           ,      र 85 dB         

       ,      र-  र                          ,         र                                      

             र     र                  

 In another 2023 study of road tunnels that he co-authored, Dr. Lokhande found sound levels 
between 78.9 and 86.5 dB(A) with peak energy again concentrated at 4 kHz. 

ए     2023        ,          र      र     र    ,   .           78.9    86.5 dB(A)        

     र     ,       उ    ऊ     फर 4 kHz  र           

 Urban road traffic contributes a continuous, moderately elevated noise environment, often 
punctuated by horns and construction activity. 

  र                   र           उ    र      र        र     ,         र      और 

                                 

 dB(A) is short for A-weighted decibels, a sound level in decibels that has been adjusted to 
reflect how sensitive human hearing is at a certain frequency. 

dB(A)        A-weighted decibels   ,         र    इ     र  र           र              

             र                                   

 This auditory stress doesn‘t stay confined to the ear. 

                                   र     

 Chronic noise activates the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, an important hormone-
signalling system that coordinates the body‘s response to stress and helps regulate energy 
use, immunity, mood, and sleep-wake timing. 
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     र   र             -     र -ए                  र     ,     र र                    

         र      और           ,    र  ,                -   र  च             र       

 It elevates cortisol, blood pressure, and cardiovascular strain. 

           , र च   और                              

 Night-time traffic noise also fragments sleep, disrupting deep and REM stages, and 
impairing cognition. 

र                   र                र     ,   र  और REM                   र      और 

                     र       

 While Indian biomarker data remain limited, international studies have also linked long-term 
environmental noise exposure to cardiovascular and metabolic risk. 

          र             र              ,    रर                  घ            र      र          

    और च   च                    

Health accounting 

            

 India‘s legal framework recognises noise as an environmental pollutant under the Noise 
Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000. 

  र                 Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000             र 

   ए       र                                  

 The Rules prescribe permissible limits for residential, commercial, and silence zones. 

इ                  ,         और                 ए                   र      ई     

 Monitoring is episodic, concentrated around festivals or public complaints and rarely linked 
to health outcomes. 

   र             र                                     र       और                 

  र                       

 A 2024 study in Nature Scientific Reports, led by Markandeya, formerly of the department 
of Civil Engineering at IIT-BHU Varanasi, examined long-term traffic noise exposure among 
professional drivers. 

2024    Nature Scientific Reports           ए      ,                       (        IIT-BHU 

  र              इ       र           )        ,         र             घ                 र       

              

 It revealed a clear dose-response relationship between cumulative noise exposure and 
changes in the hearing threshold, especially in frequencies critical for speech. 

इ            र       और               र                  - र                ,       र 

          ए                      

 Most urban monitoring relies on fixed-location decibel readings at select junctions or in 
specific time windows. 

          र     र              र                            र        र             र     र 

 र       

 Such snapshot measurements capture momentary intensity but don‘t account for the length 
of exposure or cumulative auditory burden. 

इ     र                                          ,  र                    च         र 

                

 Dr. Markandeya explained that permissible exposure duration decreases logarithmically as 
decibel levels rise. 

  .                             र       र                                  घ        

 ―At 121 dB(A), exposure may be considered safe for one hour over a lifetime, whereas at 
133 dB(A), the same duration would be unsafe.‖ 

उ         , ―121 dB(A)  र                र    ए            र                   ,      133 

dB(A)  र             र         ‖ 

 He says CNE functions not as a snapshot but as a lifetime audit of auditory burden. 

उ             CNE                             र                     

 Thus, he added, cumulative noise exposure can bridge this ‗gap‘ because it integrates 
intensity and duration, and more closely reflects real-world auditory risk. 
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उ                च     र       इ  ‗   र‘     र                        और               

         और                                   र            

 However, India‘s National Ambient Noise Monitoring Network isn‘t designed to capture 
cumulative exposure in urban environments. 

          र     National Ambient Noise Monitoring Network   र       र       च         

              ए     इ                    

 Delhi Technological University professor of environmental engineering Rajeev Kumar 
Mishra also said, ―Averages like Leq and Ldn ignore impulsive peaks from honking — 
which increase auditory strain.‖ 

                                र                  फ  र र         र            , ―Leq 

और Ldn      औ               उ         उ    र            र      —                   

   ‖ 

 Leq is the constant sound level that would deliver the same total acoustic energy as the real, 
time-varying sound over a specified period, e.g. 1 hour, 8 hours. 

Leq      र      र                             1         8                  र              

 र  र          ऊ          र       

 Ldn is the 24-hour Leq-like metric but it also penalises noises between 10 pm and 7 am 
more to reflect greater sleep disturbance. 

Ldn ए  24-        Leq               ,    र   10             7                        र    

                                                          

 Both levels are measured in dB(A). 

       र dB(A)                  

Evidence-based action 

   -    र    र     

 ―Indian planning underestimates the hearing burden,‖ Dr. Mishra added. 

―  र                      र               ,‖   .              

 Thus honking rules are unimplemented and there are no real quiet zones, leaving the 
damage to spread unchecked. 

इ     र                                और                 (quiet zones)              ,       

                      फ   र       

 NIHL often remains invisible within healthcare. 

NIHL (Noise-Induced Hearing Loss)   र                      र         र        

 Doctors attribute hearing loss to ageing, habits or individual susceptibility rather than 
environmental exposure. 

   र   र                   ,                                       ,           र    

          

 High-risk groups, including drivers, traffic police, roadside vendors, also remain 
underdiagnosed without systematic screening. 

             ,           र,              और         र        ,             च 

(screening)                                

 Lucknow‘s Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate Institute of Medical Sciences ENT specialist 
Amit Kesari said that among high-risk groups, traffic police are most vulnerable due to long 
hours at busy intersections in open areas. 

                           ए                               ENT                र  

          उ                                                                                

च र      र                   र        

 Early-stage loss may appear as a 4 kHz dip in audiometry and specialised tests such as 
DPOAE can detect early changes. 

  र      र                            4 kHz                  ई            और DPOAE      

       र                                       

 He also suggested screening these groups with audiometry every five years to quantify 
actual loss. 
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उ      इ             र    च                      च  र                                     

                  

 At present, linking hearing loss specifically to traffic noise remains challenging due to 
clinical and awareness-related reasons. 

                                     र           च      और                  र       

                      

 The classic 4 kHz dip associated with NIHL has been more consistently documented in 
occupational settings than in diffuse environmental exposure, and patients rarely attribute 
hearing loss to traffic noise. 

NIHL           र   र  4 kHz          र               र                    ,           

     र                           , और  र                                     र              

 ―Traffic noise is more immediately associated with stress, anxiety, and blood pressure,‖ 
Dr. Kesari said. 

―          र         र     ,  च    और र च                  ,‖   .    र          

Evidence-based action 

   -    र    र     

 In May 2023, 231 traffic personnel underwent hearing screening at Ahmedabad‘s Police 
Stadium, conducted by Satyen Engineer, CEO of independent research outfit Yhonk India 
and hearing care company WeHear. 

   2023    231                                                         ई,              

            र,               Yhonk India और                  WeHear    CEO          

 They found the mean hearing thresholds of the left and right ears to be 44.4 dB and 42 dB, 
respectively, placing 60.6% and 54.5% of personnel above 40 dB. 

उ                ए  और   ए         औ                 44.4 dB और 42 dB   ,       60.6% 

और 54.5%     40 dB    ऊ र     

 While the findings weren‘t peer-reviewed, they offered field-level evidence demonstrating 
occupational hearing risk among the country‘s traffic police, and raised troubling 
questions. 

                 peer-reviewed        ,  फर    उ                                          

              - र                  और             उ  ए  

 ―Until we have systematic data from drivers, traffic police, and other high-exposure 
groups, we are only estimating the scale of the problem,‖ Dr. Kesari said. 

  .    र        , ―         र           र  ,              और                       

                    ,                          र                          ‖ 

 Adamas University, Kolkata civil engineer Argha Kamal Guha suggested that cities 
consider introducing low noise emission zones in places where frequent honking is known 
to elevate exposure levels. 

                ,                  इ      र                                 र          

       र   -     ए              र    र     र  र       ए        र-  र                 र    

 र          

 Such a measure, he said, could include rerouting traffic and restricting the noisiest vehicle 
categories, especially if the hotspots are near hospitals, residential neighborhoods, and 
educational institutions. 

उ             इ  उ                             और             र  र                र 

                       ,       र                   ,              और                   

         

 In the final analysis, integrating environmental noise metrics with routine hearing 
assessments, Dr. Kesari suggested, would allow earlier detection and more accurate 
estimation of risk. 

        .    र                        र      र                         र                   

     र       च   और                                        

 As he put it: ―We have the evidence. What we lack is the mechanism to act on it.‖ 

        उ         : ―   र             ,  र       र   र      र                   ‖ 
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05Mar. QUIZ 

Answer: Blood Urea Nitrogen 

1. Meaning of Blood Urea Nitrogen (BUN) 

 Blood Urea Nitrogen (BUN) is a medical test 
that measures the amount of nitrogen in the blood 
derived from urea, a waste product formed in the liver 
during protein metabolism. 

  When the body breaks down proteins, it 
produces ammonia, which is converted into urea in the 
liver.  

 This urea enters the bloodstream and is filtered 
and removed by the kidneys through urine. 

2. Role in Assessing Kidney Function 

 The BUN test is commonly used to evaluate the functioning of the kidneys. 

  Healthy kidneys filter urea efficiently and maintain normal levels in the blood 

 . If kidney function declines due to conditions such as kidney disease, dehydration, or 
obstruction in urinary flow, the BUN level in the blood may increase.  

 Thus, it is an important diagnostic indicator in clinical medicine. 

3. Normal Range and Medical Importance 

 In adults, the normal BUN level generally ranges from about 7 to 20 mg per decilitre of 
blood, although the range may vary slightly depending on laboratories and age. 

  Elevated levels can indicate kidney dysfunction, heart failure, severe infections, or 
excessive protein breakdown, while abnormally low levels may occur in liver disease or 
malnutrition. 

4. Use in Clinical Diagnosis 

 Doctors often interpret BUN levels along with serum creatinine levels to diagnose and 
monitor kidney disorders. The BUN-to-creatinine ratio helps distinguish between causes 
such as dehydration, kidney disease, or gastrointestinal bleeding. 

  Therefore, the BUN test is widely used in hospitals and laboratories as part of routine kidney 
function tests (KFT) and metabolic assessments. 

Blood type lacking all 61 antigens in Rh system 

Answer: Rh Null 

1. Meaning of Rh Null Blood Group 

 Rh Null is an extremely rare blood type in which a person‘s red blood cells lack all antigens 
of the Rh blood group system. 

  The Rh system normally includes more than 60 antigens, such as D, C, c, E, and e. In Rh 
Null individuals, none of these antigens are present on the red blood cell surface, making it 
the rarest known blood type in the world. 

2. Discovery and Rarity 

 The Rh Null blood group was first identified in 1961 in an Aboriginal Australian woman.  

 Since then, only a very small number of individuals worldwide (fewer than 50 recorded 
cases) have been identified with this blood type. 
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  Because of its rarity and universal compatibility within the Rh system, it is often referred to as 
―Golden Blood.‖ 

3. Medical Characteristics 

 People with Rh Null blood may experience certain medical issues because Rh antigens help 
maintain the structural integrity of red blood cells. 

  The absence of these antigens can lead to fragile red blood cells and mild hemolytic 
anemia. Therefore, individuals with Rh Null blood often require careful medical monitoring 
and specialized transfusion management. 

4. Importance in Blood Transfusion 

 Rh Null blood is extremely valuable in transfusion medicine.  

 Since it lacks all Rh antigens, it can theoretically be transfused to people with rare Rh blood 
types who cannot accept normal Rh-positive or Rh-negative blood. 

  However, Rh Null individuals can only safely receive Rh Null blood, making blood bank 
coordination and international cooperation essential. 

Vitamin that in high doses suppresses troponin readings 

Answer: Vitamin B7 (Biotin) 

1. Meaning of Vitamin B7 (Biotin) 

 Vitamin B7, commonly known as Biotin, is a water-soluble vitamin of the B-complex 
group that plays a vital role in metabolism of carbohydrates, fats, and proteins. 

  It functions as a coenzyme in several metabolic reactions and supports healthy skin, hair, 
and nervous system function. Biotin is naturally found in foods such as eggs, nuts, whole 
grains, and legumes. 

2. Role in Medical Laboratory Tests 

 High doses of biotin supplements can interfere with certain laboratory blood tests, 
particularly immunoassays used to measure cardiac biomarkers like troponin.  

 Troponin is a protein released into the bloodstream during heart muscle injury, especially 
during heart attacks (myocardial infarction). 

  Excess biotin can cause falsely low troponin readings, potentially leading to incorrect 
clinical interpretation. 

3. Mechanism of Test Interference 

 Many modern diagnostic tests use a biotin–streptavidin binding system to detect specific 
molecules in blood samples. When a person consumes very high doses of biotin 
supplements, the extra biotin in the bloodstream can interfere with this biochemical reaction 

 . As a result, the test may incorrectly report lower troponin levels, masking evidence of 
cardiac injury. 

4. Clinical Significance and Precautions 

 Health authorities and diagnostic laboratories advise patients to inform doctors about biotin 
supplementation, particularly before undergoing blood tests. 

  High-dose biotin is sometimes taken for hair, skin, and nail health, but it may distort several 
laboratory results, including troponin, thyroid hormones, and hormone assays.  

 Temporarily stopping biotin intake before testing can help ensure accurate diagnostic 
results. 

Statistical entity used to develop ‗reference‘ ranges 
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Answer: Bell Curves 

1. Meaning of Bell Curve 

 A Bell Curve, also known as the Normal Distribution, is a statistical model used to 
represent how data values are distributed around an average.  

 The curve is shaped like a symmetrical bell, where most observations cluster around the 
mean (average) and fewer values appear at the extremes.  

 This distribution is widely used in medicine, biology, and social sciences to analyse natural 
variations in populations. 

2. Use in Developing Reference Ranges 

 In clinical laboratories, bell curves are used to establish reference ranges for medical tests 
such as blood glucose, hemoglobin, or cholesterol.  

 By analysing results from a large population of healthy individuals, scientists determine the 
normal range, typically defined as the middle 95% of values around the mean.  

 Values outside this range may indicate possible health abnormalities. 

3. Statistical Principles Behind the Curve 

 The normal distribution follows specific statistical properties: about 68% of observations 
lie within one standard deviation, 95% within two, and 99.7% within three standard 
deviations of the mean. 

 These principles help researchers and clinicians interpret whether a test result falls within 
expected biological variation or suggests an underlying medical condition. 

4. Importance in Medical Diagnosis 

 Bell curves play a crucial role in evidence-based medicine and laboratory diagnostics.  

 They allow doctors to compare an individual‘s test results with those of a healthy population, 
ensuring standardized interpretation 

 . By defining reference intervals, healthcare professionals can identify abnormal results early 
and make more accurate decisions regarding diagnosis, treatment, and disease 
monitoring. 

Process that kicks in when a tourniquet is left on too long 

Answer: Haemoconcentration 

1. Meaning of Haemoconcentration 

 Haemoconcentration refers to the increase in the concentration of blood components, 
such as red blood cells, proteins, and other solutes, due to a reduction in plasma volume. 

  It occurs when fluid leaves the bloodstream but the cellular components remain. 

  In clinical practice, this condition can occur temporarily during blood collection if a tourniquet 
is applied for too long. 

2. Mechanism During Tourniquet Application 

 When a tourniquet is tied tightly around the arm during venipuncture, it restricts venous 
blood flow while allowing arterial blood to continue entering the area. 

  If left in place for more than one minute, fluid begins to move from the blood vessels into 
surrounding tissues. 

  This causes plasma volume to decrease, resulting in artificially concentrated blood 
samples. 

3. Impact on Laboratory Test Results 
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 Haemoconcentration can affect the accuracy of several laboratory test results. 

  Levels of substances such as proteins, cholesterol, calcium, potassium, and 
hemoglobin may appear falsely elevated because the blood sample becomes more 
concentrated.  

 This can lead to misinterpretation of diagnostic results if proper blood collection 
procedures are not followed. 

4. Clinical and Laboratory Precautions 

 To prevent haemoconcentration, medical guidelines recommend that a tourniquet should 
not remain applied for longer than about one minute during blood collection. 

  If a delay occurs, the tourniquet should be released and reapplied after a short interval.  

 Proper technique ensures accurate laboratory measurements and helps avoid diagnostic 
errors in clinical practice. 

 

05Mar. Bullying Anthropic 

ए           र   -       

AI Safety, U.S. Government Pressure and the Anthropic–
OpenAI Controversy 

ए     र  ,     र    र  र       और ए      –   ए   

      

 Over the last few days, the U.S. Department of Defence 
unceremoniously cast out the AI firm Anthropic, which develops 
the coding assistant Claude, and designated the firm a ―supply 
chain risk‖, the kind of cattle branding reserved for firms that are 
compromised by hostile foreign states. 

                       र   र         (U.S. Department of Defence) 

   AI       Anthropic             र  र     ,                 

Claude         र     , और          ―supply chain risk‖ घ      र 

     —                       र  र                  र               

 र                      ए उ                   

 The reason was simple: Anthropic refused to relent on 
allowing its tools to be used for widespread domestic surveillance 
and fully autonomous weaponry. 

  र   र    : Anthropic         उ  र             र       र    

और   र   र            र        ए उ      र                     

    र  र       

 The high-octane conflict with the U.S. government — which 
accused Anthropic of following a ―woke‖ and ―radical‖ agenda — 
is a shocking escalation. 

    र    र  र                 र   —       Anthropic  र ―woke‖ 

और ―radical‖ ए                र         — ए                        

 This came despite prior concessions that would allow the 
U.S. defence establishment to use Claude, which helps create and 
update code bases quickly. 

                     र   र             Claude    उ        

                          ए  ए   ,                             और 

       र           र       

 The conflict also sends a chilling message — a great power 
can do anything, with or without safeguards, to attain a strategic 
upper hand. 
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     र   ए   र                      — ए           र                        , र       

           र        ए         र          

 This is a dangerous message to send in a multipolar world where shared standards around 
AI safety are increasingly difficult to achieve. 

                  ए    र                  AI   र                            र        र 

             र       

 This is no longer the world of the Bletchley Park AI Safety Summit. 

      Bletchley Park AI Safety Summit                  र    

 It was a gathering that acknowledged the rapidly growing power of AI systems and the 
shared global imperative to ensure that high-stakes risks be mitigated. 

   ए                     AI                                     र      और            

                  र   ए                        

 What resonance does that message have when the country at the frontier of AI development 
publicly disavows any form of safety control for war? 

   AI                                ए            र      र                            

   र   ,    उ                  र         ? 

 This is happening at a time when a reckless attack on Iran, reportedly with some assistance 
from Claude, is continuing. 

                 र          र    र ए     र           र    ,                  Claude        

                र       

 Firms need to show some backbone when dealing with outrageous demands that could have 
chilling consequences in their home country and around the world. 

                                        र                       ए,         र    उ        और 

  र                र             

 If the U.S. demands the policy space for domestic surveillance so forcefully, where does 
that leave countries where spyware infiltration of political opposition is already the norm? 

        र   इ      र  र  र        र       र         ए     -             र     ,    उ           

             र                             र                        ? 

 Anthropic showed this backbone, and it deserved the solidarity of its peers. 

Anthropic                ई और उ                                       र     

 Sadly, that is not what happened. 

                       

 OpenAI, the maker of ChatGPT, appeared to give the U.S. defence department the 
flexibility it sought just hours after Anthropic became persona non grata. 

ChatGPT                  OpenAI    Anthropic    persona non grata घ                 घ     

           र   र                                     उ              

 Despite OpenAI‘s assurances that its agreement provides key safeguards, AI safety has 
been harmed. 

        OpenAI                 उ                        र          ,  फर    AI   र      

                 

 The other superpower and many middle powers around the world are watching closely. 

             र         और  ई           इ                     र       

 Firms may not be the ideal actors to take a stand, given their profit motivations. 

                         र               ए          ए         ,       उ          र  ए           

 But as strong institutions are being worn down around the world, there are fewer places to 
look for leadership on safety. 

                 र              ए      र    र     ,      र              ए                  

        र       

 When a firm with billions of dollars at stake says ―no‖, it is not a promising sign of things to 
come when another steps in to say ―maybe, yes‖. 

    र       र          र     ए        ―    ‖         और    र              र ―    ,    ‖ 

       ,                 ए                    
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05Mar. What sparked the DoD–Anthropic clash? 

DoD–Anthropic   र         र           ? 

 The U.S. Department of Defence (styled as the Department of War under the second 
Donald Trump administration) has entered into a public spat with the AI firm Anthropic, 
which makes the Claude AI product. 

      र   र        ,         र                                                      

   ,    ए         ए                                  र        ,        ए        

          

 The DoD has threatened to designate Anthropic a ―supply chain risk,‖ dissuading a wide 
variety of firms that work with the U.S. government from patronising Anthropic‘s 
products. 

र            ए          ―     च        ‖ घ      र                   ,           र   

 र  र             र                      ए                    उ      र                  

         

 ChatGPT maker OpenAI subsequently entered into the picture, obtaining an agreement it 
said was not radically different from what Anthropic wanted. 

च                                 इ                  ई और उ    ए                 , 

        र                   ए                                   

What is Claude? 

          

 Claude is an AI chatbot that helps organisations and individual users create and modify 
code. 

    ए  ए   च                    और                                और         

 र           र       

 Its Claude Code product has been received extraordinarily well due to its capabilities. 

इ                    इ                र       र                             
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 Claude Code is among the few AI products that is run with extremely powerful large 
language models (LLMs) while also supporting on-device creation and editing of tools, 
once it has access to a range of software libraries to work with. 

        उ      ए                ए                                    र         और 

          र         -              और                  र     ,    इ               र 

     र                       

 The product is very compelling to the defence establishment because it can iterate on 
high-tech weapons and defence systems. 

        र               ए                                          र   और र   

                र और    र       र          

 Recruitment of programmers for these systems tends to be slow, as any critical weapons 
system is protected by several layers of secrecy, necessitating security clearances that 
can be time-consuming. 

इ                ए      र                            ,                            र 

          ई           र        र    र          ,         ए   र       र                    

                                

 Claude Code has been a compelling proposition for the DoD, as it likely allows for iteration 
on programmes that drive its technology quickly. 

        र              ए ए             र     ,                 उ                     र 

                     इ                           

 While it does not execute programming tasks perfectly all the time, it performs well 
enough that development timelines have been shrunk in organisations that have deployed 
it widely, especially among experienced software developers. 

                             र       र   र                   र  ,  फर    इ               

      ,       इ                                                 -                , 

      र              र                 

Why did Anthropic clash with the DoD? 

ए       और र              च   र          

 Anthropic was onboarded to the DoD as a part of a $200 million contract last June, which 
allowed the U.S. government to use Claude‘s services from dedicated infrastructure hosted 
by Amazon Web Services. 

ए                       200           र                  र                           , 

          र    र  र               ए                      र        ए  ए           र    

   उ      र                   

 The issues between the firm and the DoD started on January 9, when defence secretary 
Pete Hegseth published a memorandum entitled ―Accelerating America‘s Military AI 
Dominance,‖ in which he called for the elimination of ―blockers to data sharing, 
Authorizations to Operate, test and evaluation and certification, contracting, hiring and 
talent management, and other policies that inhibit rapid experimentation and fielding‖. 

      और र                      9    र               र     च                ―    र   

       ए                र  ‖          ए                  ,                 र , 

  च          ,  र    और      ,       ,     और                                      

                     ई             और           र         

 Anthropic has a much-publicised ―constitution‖ for Claude that discourages the model 
from supporting widespread surveillance and enabling fully autonomous weaponry. 

ए                   ए ए                    च                              र             

 र   और                  र           र                र       

 Dario Amodei, the firm‘s co-founder, insisted on strong language in the agreement between 
the DoD and Anthropic to bake in protections against domestic surveillance of U.S. 
residents and enable fully autonomous weaponry. 

           -          र             र         और ए                           र      

       र    र   र               र       र        र       र         र                     और 

                 र                  र            
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 The firm was given until last Friday to relent and let the DoD have completely unrestricted 
access to its models. 

                    र                                ए और र                           

  र   र                 च     

 It refused, saying in a blog post that it would help the DoD transition to a new provider. 

इ        र  र      और ए                       र             ए          ओर        र  

             र     

 The DoD then classified Anthropic as a supply chain risk, a designation usually applied to 
firms that have such dodgy practices that their products can provide foreign adversaries 
a backdoor into critical systems. 

इ        र            ए               च                          र     ,            उ  

          र                              ए  उ                       र            ए         

                    र                 

 While this designation only disallows DoD suppliers and partners from using Claude on 
systems dedicated to DoD, there are concerns that executives may lean toward caution and 
completely remove ties with Claude. 

               र       र                         और       र             र            

          र उ      र      र       ,  फर                               र     ए        

                र          

What is OpenAI‘s agreement? 

   ए                   

 OpenAI negotiated an agreement with the DoD that the former claims has the same 
protections against surveillance and fully autonomous weaponry that Anthropic 
sought. 

   ए      र                ए             ,         र     उ               इ       र    

और                  र                  र                  ए                 

 It is not fully clear why OpenAI was able to land this deal while Anthropic was cast out. 

     र   र                   ए              र       फ               ए             र 

 र           

 ―The Department of War may use the AI System for all lawful purposes, consistent with 
applicable law, operational requirements, and well-established safety and oversight 
protocols,‖ a portion of the agreement made public by OpenAI said. 

   ए     र             ए  ए           ए                                  ए         

                             ए  र        ,              ,   च             और 

        र          र                         

 ―The AI System will not be used to independently direct autonomous weapons in any 
case where law, regulation, or Department policy requires human control, nor will it be 
used to assume other high-stakes decisions that require approval by a human decision 
maker under the same authorities.‖ 

इ                        ए                                            र           

               र        ए             ए  ,           ,                                  

         र     , और      इ    उ                              ए        ए           ए      

                             

 Anthropic is reported to have sought greater clarity in the agreement‘s legal language that 
would prohibit the use cases described above, even if they were legalised. 

 र             र ए                                                                ऊ र 

   ए  ए                                ,                        ए   ए   

 ―We think our red lines are more enforceable here because deployment is limited to 
cloud-only, keeps our safety stack working in the way we think is best, and keeps 
cleared OpenAI personnel in the loop,‖ OpenAI said in a statement. 

   ए      ए                 उ        र   ए                                       

           , इ    उ      र                र      र                च          , और इ    

         ए                 र        र        
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 ―We don‘t know why Anthropic could not reach this deal, and we hope that they and 
more labs will consider it.‖ 

   ए             उ                  ए                           र    , और उ   उ    

         और            ए              र   च र  र     
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05Mar It‘s too warm‘: Greenland‘s fishermen feel climate heat 

‗             ‘:               र                       र र      

05Mar Climate risks must prompt international legal reforms 

                     रर                 र         र   र   च   ए 
 

05Mar. It‘s too warm‘: Greenland‘s 
fishermen feel climate heat 

‗             ‘:               र  

                     र र      

Climate Change and Fishing in 
Greenland 

                   र     और    

     

 Fisherman Helgi Áargil no longer 
knows what to expect on Greenland‘s 
fjords, where he spends up to five days at 
a time on his boat with his dog Molly, and 
the ever-changing northern lights in the 
sky as company. 

    र                             

               उ     र       ए        

        ,                                    

     र ए    र       च          र       और 

                ई               उ        

         

 Last year, his boat got stuck in ice 
that broke off the nearby glacier. 

          उ                     (     र) 

       र  ए        फ    ई     

 This year, it‘s been very wet 
instead. 

इ      इ                          र       

 His income is just as unpredictable. 

उ          उ                  

 An outing could bring him around 100,000 Danish kroner or nothing at all. 

ए    र               र उ        100,000          र                 फर                

 The Arctic‘s rapidly changing climate is bringing more questions for Greenland, the semi-
autonomous territory of Denmark that‘s been shaken by U.S. President Donald Trump‘s 
interest in owning it. 

                                              ए  ई         र   ए   ,                  -

            और      र     र   र                                              ई     
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 While Mr. Trump‘s approach to Greenland has shifted, the world has been unable to slow the 
effects of climate change. 

                                               ,                       र                       

      र         

 The Arctic is warming faster than any other region in the world, driven by the burning of oil, 
gas and coal. 

                                                  र     ,             र     ,     और       

           

 What that means for the fishing industry that largely drives Greenland‘s economy is 
unknown. 

इ             र              ,                                र   ,           

         

 Fishing accounts for up to 95% of exports, many to the territory‘s biggest market, China, 
along with the United States, Japan and Europe. 

          95%                     ,                र च     ,              र       र  , 

      और   र                

 Mr. Áargil explained how he fishes for halibut and cod. 

                            और                    र       र       

 Other top catches are shrimp and snow crab, which including legs, can reach more than 
one metre long. 

                और          ,           ई   र        ए     र                     

 Traditional ice fishermen, who make up half the local industry, are seeing the most 
dramatic changes to the way they fish. 

  र   र         र   ,          उ                       ,                     र     

                      र       

 Fishing has shaped Greenland‘s communities. 

                                       र          

 The harbour where fishermen return to sell their catch is at the heart of every town or 
village. 

      र             र                         ,  र   र                         

 Before heading out, some fishermen pick up boxes from fishing companies on the island to 
pack their catch. 

                             र                र        ए                                    

    

 In the capital Nuuk, the catch is winched from the boat to the fish factory. 

र                            उ   र        र                      

 Toke Binzer, the chief executive of the island‘s single biggest employer Royal Greenland, 
said he is increasingly worried about a future with greatly diminished sea ice. 

                       र                        र           र                            

                         र            

 That could push traditional fishermen towards larger communities and into the ranks of 
commercial fishing. 

     र   र      र                      ओर और                               ए    र   र 

         

 The challenge now is to support traditional fishermen when there is sometimes ―too much ice 
to sail, too little to go out on‖. 

                     र   र      र                      ए        ―            ए          

    और     र च         ए           ‖          

 Already, that unpredictability has caused a ―huge problem‖. 

                    ए                       

 Royal Greenland already loans fishermen money to buy a boat, which they repay from 
selling their catch. 

र                          र           र          ए ऋ         ,                      र 
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 If everyone turns to fishing from boats, that could help economically but lead to overfishing, 
said Boris Worm, an expert in marine biodiversity at Dalhousie University, Canada. 

                                       इ                                          

      (  र      )                      ,                                            

                  र              

 In Greenland, there are already signs of too much fishing close to shore as halibut are 
getting smaller. 

                                                  र                                     

   र       

 Mr. Worm agreed, calling it a classic sign of overfishing as the bigger fish are caught and 
the smaller, younger ones are left. 

                    ए             र                                                  

        और                     र           

 On his boat near Nuuk, Mr. Áargil considered another challenge. 

                     र          ए  और         र     र       

 Warm weather is making some fish harder to catch as they go deeper in search of colder 
waters. 

              र                                                                   र      

             

 ―It‘s too warm,‖ he said, looking at the hills around the fjord. 

उ       फ                                    ए    , ―              ‖ 

 ―I don‘t know where the fish is going, but there‘s not so much.‖ 

उ         , ―                              र     ,                            ‖ 

 Options beyond fishing remain few in Greenland. 

                                           

 Tourism is increasing but far from making up a big part of the economy. 

         र     ,                                            फ    र     
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05Mar. Climate risks must prompt international legal reforms 

                     रर                 र         र   र   च   ए 

Climate change and international law fundamentals 

         र     और    रर                       र  ए  

 So far, states have focused on addressing climate change‘s biophysical impacts and 
finding burden-sharing formulae that avoid serious socio-economic harm to developing 
and least-developed countries. 

      र                      र           -                       और           र      

               र       र                    और   -                    र        -      

                        

 The grave consequences of climate change are likely to prompt a renegotiation of some 
fundamentals of international law. 

         र            र   र              रर                                                 

   र   र     

 These include permanent sovereignty over natural resources (PSNR), the requirement of 
territory for statehood, and the unsettling of maritime zones. 

इ                      र              (PSNR), र         ए              , और       

           र                       

 The principle of PSNR is a fundamental right of states and peoples. 

PSNR           र     और         ए              र     

 It represents the resolve of developing countries to attain economic independence. 

                                       र                            

 Under PSNR, a state has the right to extract fossil fuels above and below ground. 

PSNR           ए  र              ऊ र और                                       र      

    

 The urgency to restrict global average temperature below 1.5°C is giving rise to demands 
to phase out fossil fuels. 

      औ             1.5°C      च  र                                  र           

       र       

 Many states, scholars and policymakers are supporting such a transition. 

 ई र  ,       और              इ    र               र र       

 Scholarly writings increasingly support a Fossil-Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

                        -       -     र                             र       

 The objective is to keep large swathes of fossil fuels that remain in the ground. 

इ    उ                                                  र    र           ए  

 The issue of fossil fuels, first raised at COP 28 and again at COP 30, highlights growing 
momentum for a phase-out. 

                        COP 28 और  फर COP 30    उ        ,    इ                      

              

 The issue was discussed even outside the formal agenda. 

        औ च  र  ए           र            र    

 Developing countries may accept limited obligations affecting PSNR toward a common 
concern of mankind. 

                                च              र     ए PSNR  र                     र 

 र          

 However, such obligations must not be permanent or ignore the interests of high fossil-fuel-
dependent nations. 

                               च   ए और             र           र                   

             र       ए  

 These obligations should be accompanied by sufficient finance from developed countries. 

इ                                र                                    ए  
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 They should also involve transfer of carbon-neutral ‗best available technologies‘ to 
developing nations. 

इ             -      ‗                  ‘                           र     

         ए  

Climate change and territory 

         र     और     

 International law specifies that territory is a necessary prerequisite for statehood. 

   रर                    र र         ए     ए               

 The 1933 Montevideo Convention in Uruguay established four criteria of statehood. 

1933                                 र         र              र   र       

 These criteria are territory, permanent population, government, and the capacity to enter 
into relations with another state. 

             —    ,            ,  र  र, और    र                         र      

      

 These criteria serve as the benchmark for state recognition. 

          र                 ए                    

 Sea-level rise (SLR) threatening small island states raises questions about their continued 
statehood. 

      र         (SLR)               र        र           र     र    उ  र       

 Although the presumption of state continuity is part of customary international law, many 
states are not categorical about its application to SLR. 

        र     र  र        र    र  र       रर                      ,        ई र        

 र       र इ                  र             

 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) stated in its advisory opinion that disappearance 
of one constituent element does not necessarily mean loss of statehood. 

   रर             (ICJ)          र                          र      ए                

                     उ    र              ए  

 Scholars have described the ICJ‘s opinion on this issue as a very modest legal claim. 

           इ        र ICJ    र      ए                                  

 In 2023, the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) declared that international law does not 
contemplate their demise due to climate change-related SLR. 

2023                      र  (PIF)    घ                    र                   र         

  र  उ                         रर                              

 Even the Montevideo Convention does not specify how much territory must be lost for a 
state to lose statehood. 

                                                 र                   ए               

              

 James Crawford, an authority on creation of states, states that a state must possess 
territory but there is no rule specifying a minimum size. 

र                                           र      र                          ,       

         र      र                       

 Despite these arguments and legal claims, statehood often remains precarious and 
borderline. 

इ      और                        र      र    र और                    र        

 The unprecedented risks to be faced by small-island states must prompt the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to use the forum 
of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to apply equitable principles, addressing gaps in 
existing law beyond strict legal rules. 

           र                                       र        ,          र             र     

  र           (UNFCCC)        र                        (COP)           उ      र 

                          र   और                             र  र        ए    र   र       ए  
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Climate change-induced migration 

         र                  

 In international law, the status of people who are likely to move to another country in the 
context of sea-level rise (SLR) is unclear. 

   रर               उ                                र         (SLR)      र     र           

          ए     र             

 Such people also lose protections and benefits which accrued to them in their own 
country. 

                                     र   और                    

 The 1951 Refugee Convention defines a refugee as someone who moves to another 
country or refuses protection from their country due to well-founded fear of persecution. 

1951  र                   र  र                             च          र     र      

                            र           इ   र  र       

 The persecution must be based on race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular 
social group, or political opinion. 

   उ         ,    , र       ,                            ,    र          च र       र 

 र          ए  

 Since climate refugees do not fall within the 1951 Convention, new legal frameworks are 
being proposed. 

              र     1951            र                , इ   ए  ए                       ए 

   र       

 Frank Biermann, an expert on Earth System Governance, suggests a separate legal and 
political regime under a Protocol to the UNFCCC. 

                                र       UNFCCC           ए                         

       और र                                     

 This regime would focus on recognition, protection, and resettlement of climate refugees. 

                र                 ,   र  , और          र             

 Such a protocol could build on the political support from countries that are parties to the 
UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement. 

            UNFCCC और    र                र          र               र     र     

         

Unsettling of maritime zones 

                  र   

 Sea-level rise (SLR) is likely to unsettle the baseline, the legal expression of a coastline. 

      र         (SLR)               र  र        ,           र                     

         

 This will correspondingly affect other maritime zones. 

इ      र                       र                

 These include the territorial sea, contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone (EEZ), and 
the continental shelf. 

इ                ,          ,                 (EEZ) और                        

 The potential threat has prompted many states, especially Pacific Island states and other 
small island states, to declare their existing baselines as permanent. 

इ            र       र   ई र    ,       र                   और               र    ,    

                                   र                

 This means coastal states would not need to adjust their baseline despite SLR. 

इ                   र              र                          इ       र           र   

       

 However, this approach conflicts with another method allowed under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

                               र       र          (UNCLOS)                    र   र    

     र        
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 UNCLOS permits an ambulatory baseline, which can shift with changing coastlines. 

UNCLOS                       (ambulatory baseline)             ,            र       

                 

 Accepting either of these approaches would require changes in the interpretation of 
UNCLOS rules. 

इ                             र  र        ए UNCLOS                        र     

           

 Thus, climate change-induced risks to the international legal order must be renegotiated 
by states on a priority basis. 

इ     र          र                         र     रर                      ई     ओ     

र       र                 र  र                           र         

 


